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Hiragana Alphabet

The hiragana alphabet, like the katakana alphabet, is a phonetic alphabet made up of 5 vowel
sounds and 15 consonants, 14 of which can combine with the vowel sounds to make syllables
- eg. s+a = sa, r+i =ri, m+u = mu, h+e = he, t+o = to (listen to the sound files).

‘n’ nearly always comes at the end of a word and will not have a vowel sound added afterwards.

Hiragana was developed by the Japanese to work with kanji (Chinese characters). It was
developed because of the differences between Chinese and Japanese grammar and
pronunciation, so extra sounds and symbols needed to be created to suit the Japanese
language.

Hiragana can also used as a pronunciation guide for those kanji characters, which can be
difficult to read without some guidance. The correct way to read the kanji is written over the
top of the symbol in small hiragana characters (children especially make use of this system
when learning to read and write).

Japanese people’s names are usually written in kanji and they can be very difficult to read unless
the hiragana pronunciation guide is written over the top of the name. Japanese children will
usually learn to write their names in hiragana before kaniji, as the symbols are much simpler!

Use the chart below to work out the common Japanese children’s names on the code-breaking
worksheet:

j;s o 2_ e 5 u A i 3;) a
- ko H— ke < ku % ki ik ka k
% SO + se ‘@~ su L shi é sa | s
k to T te > tsu J;) chi 7'»: ta | t
D no j@ ne o) nu 5: ni foc na n
' F ho ~ | he S fu 1) hi X ha h
%} mo y) me @ mu %L mi i ma m
J: yo Z‘_ € VJ) yu V) ' «?D ya y
% ro j/b re 6 ru @ ri 6 ra r
75? wo Z‘_ e 7) u V) [ Eb wa w
i i /V - .




©The Japan Society & Japan Foundation, KD&TN

N 5 L G L < ¢ g | | ga
ZFoizo | g ize | 4 zu | ji X za
L do T de ) Zu 5 ji Vi da
T i bo | ~ ibe | i bu| ¢x i bi | 3 | ba
i PO | AL ipe | & opu | (R pi £ | pa




