
Japanese Journeys - Writings and
Recollections, 

By Geoffrey Bownas, 

Global Oriental, 2005, 264 pages, ISBN 1-905246-01-3

Review by Mike Barrett

"That night, Mishima was less brusquely cheerful than
usual. We ate dinner in sombre silence …At about 2.30 a.m.,
Mishima stood up, barked gruffly that he would be back in a
minute and shuffled out. Ten minutes later, he swaggered
back into the study with the panache of the overlord in a
classical samurai film. He had stripped down to a
fundoshi…He was carrying a long sword…"

Geoffrey Bownas, who turned 82 in 2005, is a master of the
mot juste and as this vivid scene from the introduction to his
memoir of a lifetime's involvement with Japan illustrates, this
fascinating book can grip like a novel at times. His sharp eye
and keen ear range from poetry to politics and bring alive
some of the key figures and incidents in Japan's progress from
poverty to prosperity in the second half of the twentieth
century. As the pioneer of Japanese studies at Oxford and
Sheffield, he can call on a depth of scholarship that few can
match, but he writes with the warmth and humanity of 
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Welcome to the first edition of Japan Book Review. We hope
the new-look format for the reviews will enhance your

enjoyment of this highly popular feature. The theme for this
inaugural issue is memoirs and we are featuring four newly
released books under this heading ranging from the lifetime
memories of the distinguished scholar Geoffrey Bownas to Crown
Prince Naruhito's account of his two years at Oxford. You will also
find several other reviews of recent Japan-related publications. 

The Society is working hard to ensure we provide you with the
very best and most up-to-date book reviews. Our newly redesigned
website currently has the full complement of all our recent reviews
and will soon be expanded to include a comprehensive archive
section. We hope this additional feature will make the Japan Society
the best source for on-line reviews, giving you plenty of reasons for
regularly visiting our website.

Visit our website at: http://www.japansociety.org.uk
Book reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html

Contents
1) Japanese Journeys - Writings and
Recollections
2) The Thames and I  - A Memoir of
Two Years at Oxford
3) Spitfires in Japan: From
Farnborough to the Far East
4) The Magatama Doodle  - One
Man's Affair with Japan, 1950-2004
5) The Turbulent Decade:
Confronting the Refugee Crises of the
1990s
6) Valuing Intellectual Property in
Japan, Britain and the United States
7) Reporting the Russo-Japanese War,
1904-5: Lionel James's first wireless 
transmissions to The Times

Assistant Editor:Clare Barclay

Enigma of the Emperors: Sacred
Subservience in Japanese History, 

by Ben-Ami Shillony

Global Oriental, 2005, ISBN 1-901903-34-6, 312 pages (including
index and bibliography), £45.

Review by  Sir Hugh Cortazzi 

This well-researched and scholarly study by Professor
Shillony of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem will interest
not only students of Japanese history but also all those
concerned for the future of the imperial institution in Japan. 

The book, which evolved out of earlier research first
published in Japanese under the title of Haha Naru Tenno,
covers the political, cultural and religious background to the
'emperor' system in Japan from mythological times down to
the present day. I have put the term 'emperor' in quotes as
whatever else they were Japanese 'emperors' were never
equivalent to emperors in China or Russia. Nor were they ever
emperors in the Roman sense of the term 'imperator' or
generalissimo. 

Professor Shillony emphasises that, "The political weakness
of the Japanese emperors was balanced by the extraordinary
stability of their dynasty. The effete emperors occupied an
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Editor: Sean Curtin
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This issue provides you with another great selection of stimulating
reviews, this time covering everything form the Chrysanthemum
Throne (Enigma of the Emperors) to the Chrysanthemum itself

(Garden Plants of Japan). We also have two griping books (Flyboys and To
the Kwai and Back) for the regular memoirs section as well as four
thought-provoking books on Japanese social issues (Family and Social
Policy in Japan; Multicultural Japan; Brokered Homeland and Art and
Nature: Healing).

You will find many more fascinating reviews, which space does not per-
mit us to print, on our website. The website is rapidly expanding and con-
tinuously being updated with new material. We will soon also be launch-
ing a trial on-line book tie-in series call Japan Perspectives, where we hope
to highlight books in a specialized field. More on this next issue. 

Finally, we appreciate all the comments, suggestions and requests you
have made. Keep them coming in. We greatly value your input and take
your views into consideration as we continue to develop and improve the
book review project both in print and on-line. 

Sean Curtin

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html

Contents
(1) Enigma of the Emperors

(2) To The Kwai - And Back; war
Drawings 1939-1945

(3) Family and Social Policy in Japan

(4) Garden Plants of Japan

(5) Multicultural Japan: Palaeolithic to
Postmodern

(6) Flyboys: A True Story of Courage

(7) Brokered Homeland: Japanese
Brazilian Migrants in Japan

(8) Art and Nature: Healing - Design for
health in the UK and Japan

Managing Editor: Clare Barclay

Kawada Ryokichi - Jeannie Eadie's Samurai: the Life and Times of a Meiji
Entrepreneur and Agricultural Pioneer, 

by Andrew Cobbing and Masataro Itami, 

Global Oriental, 2006. £35, ISBN 1-901903-02-8 and 978-1-901903-02-7, pp 288, including appendixes, notes, bibliography and index. 

Falling Blossom: A British Officer's Enduring Love for a Japanese Woman, 

by Peter Pagnamenta and Momoko Williams, 

Century, (Random House Group) 2006, £12.99, ISBN 9781844138203 (from Jan 2007) ISBN 1844138208, pp 314, including notes and
acknowledgements.

Reviews by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

In Britain there are now many interracial marriages and the prejudices against
such unions have largely disappeared especially in the case of marriages between
British and Japanese. The same is largely true of enlightened circles in Japan.
Where prejudices do continue they are more likely to be based on class
consciousness than on racial grounds. But in the first hundred years or so after
the end of the Tokugawa era there were strong objections against such unions
especially among the new Japanese elite.  There were, however, a number of well
known and successful interracial marriages as well as some failures. One
outstanding example of a successful Anglo-Japanese match was that between
Baron Sannomiya Yoshitane who became Grand Master of the Ceremonies to the
Imperial Household in the late Meiji period. Another was that of Mutsu
Hirokichi, son of Mutsu Munemitsu, Japanese Foreign Minister, with Ethel later
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Editor: Sean Curtin
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In this sizzling July issue, we aim to lift your spirits a little after
Japan's World Cup disappointment. We have a fine selection of new
reviews including two gripping tales of romance, a pair of stimulat-

ing biographies, a groundbreaking historical analysis and much more. We
also feature our very first theatre review as part of our efforts to expand the
review project. By sheer coincidence, Yukio Ninagawa's brilliant new inter-
pretation of Shakespeare's Titus Andronicus mirrors Japan's performance
against Brazil: a hopeful beginning followed by a brutal massacre a hope-
ful beginning followed by a brutal massacre (fortunately Shakespeare's
homeland fared a little better).

On the website and in print we will soon be featuring plays, films and
other events. Visit the website regularly to keep up to date with the latest
developments and a huge array of web-only reviews (while you are there,
please participate in our members survey and win a fabulous night out).
The review-related Japanese Perspectives project is still being developed,
but we hope to launch it soon, so stay tuned. 

Wishing you all a good summer.
Sean Curtin

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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(1) Kawada Ryokichi Jeannie Eadie's
Samurai 

(2) Falling Blossom 

(3) East and West 

(4) Foreign Images and Experiences of
Japan: Volume I: First Century AD-1841 

(5) The Blue Furoshiki 

(6) Titus Andronicus

(7) Japan's Love-Hate Relationship with
the West 

(8)ASEAN-Japan Cooperation: A
Foundation for East Asian Community 

Managing Editor: Clare Barclay

Risk Management and Innovation in
Japan, Britain and the United States,

Edited by Ruth Taplin

Routledge, 182 pages including index, ISBN 0-415-36806-5

Review by  Sean Curtin

This groundbreaking book offers fresh insights and
analysis on the distinctive ways business in Japan, the United
States and the United Kingdom responds to risk and
innovation. Assessing and managing risk is becoming
increasingly important to both domestic and international
companies, especially in Japan where firms are struggling to
keep pace with the fast moving global environment. Several
chapters focus on Japan, particularly those by Anthony
Trenton, a legal specialist in intellectual property law, and
Masatoshi Kuratomi, the Development Bank of Japan's UK
representative. This very timely collection of research papers,
edited by Professor Ruth Taplin the director of the Centre for
Japanese and East Asia Studies, emphasizes the need for a
strong cross-cultural and interdisciplinary approach to risk
management (RM) in today's rough and tumble global market.
She observes, "In a globalized world it is becoming imperative
to understand the variations in risk taken at a cultural level,
which affect business decisions profoundly."
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Editor: Sean Curtin
Volume 1 No. 2 March 2006

Welcome to the second edition of Japan Book Review. In
this issue we have some sharply contrasting books,
starting off with a look at how the latest developments

in risk management are sustaining Japanese capitalism and then
turning in the opposite direction to chart the decline of the left in
Japanese politics. The next two books span the spectrum of history
from the shinkansen, icon of Japanese modernity, to the prehistoric
Jomon period. The regular memoirs section features a personal
account of life in prewar Shanghai and Tokyo. We also examine a
book on the development of a remote Japanese outpost that was
eventually swallowed up by an expanding metropolis.

For those still hungry for more quality reviews, check out our
website that now boasts over 40 reviews and is being expanding
with new material every week.

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html

Contents

(1) Risk Management and Innovation in
Japan, Britain and the United States

(2) The Left in the Shaping of Japanese
Democracy: Essays in honour of J.A.A.
Stockwin

(3) Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol
of Modern Japan

(4) Jomon Reflections: Forager life and cul-
ture in the prehistoric Japanese archipelago

(5) That Last Glorious Summer 1939:
Shanghai - Japan 

(6) Culture, Community and Change in a
Sapporo Neighborhood, 1925-1988

Managing Editor: Clare Barclay

Kamikaze Diaries:
Reflections of Japanese
Student Soldiers, 

by Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney, 

University of Chicago Press, 2006, 246
pages, ISBN 0-226-61950-8 (available
via internet from Blackwells in Oxford
for £16 plus postage).

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Many myths have grown up about the young Japanese men
who were forced to carry out suicidal attacks on allied ships in
the final stages of the Pacific War. They were for the most part
not volunteers in the real sense of the word. They were
ordered to 'volunteer' and knew that they were in any case
destined to die. Many of them, as these diaries reveal were
sensitive and educated young men, who were among the
brightest of their generation.  Their diaries and letters make
tragic reading.

The nationalists of today, who speak of these youngsters as
heroes and quote their sacrifice as beacons for the
regeneration of modern Japan, and the Yasukuni shrine and
the Yushukan museum, which glory in their deaths, delude
themselves and the Japanese people. They died totally
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September 2006 will be remembered as a historic month for Japan
with the birth of the first male heir to the Chrysanthemum Throne
in 41 years and the election of a new prime minister to replace the

flamboyant Junichiro Koizumi. The focus of this issue of Japan Book
Review also has a strong historic flavour with an excellent selection of new
reviews. War diaries and memoirs form this issue's main theme, with sev-
eral new books offering deep insights into people's wartime thinking and
reasoning while powerfully chronicling the terrible human suffering of
ordinary individuals during the period. We also review two books that
analyze the propaganda and philosophy that underpinned the wartime
military regime. As usually, we also have a stimulating selection of reviews
covering a broad spectrum of topics, this time ranging from Japan's rapid-
ly expanding telecommunications sector to noteworthy Samurai battles,
plus our new theatre review feature of major Japanese productions staged
in the UK. All of this is only a fraction of what you will find available on
our website, which contains many more new reviews.

Sean Curtin

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Managing Editor: Clare Barclay

unnecessarily and without delaying Japan's inevitable defeat.
They were not as Japanese propagandists would have us
believe martyrs for the Emperor and for Japan. Hayashi
Tadao, one of those whose writings are quoted in this volume
in 1945, foresaw what Japan faced. He wrote a poem which
reads as follows:

The End of Imperial Japan
Ruining and crumbling
Decadence
Nothing will be left
The end of all; All will crumble
Japan will meet its finale 
That taboo
Catastrophe

It is also a myth that these young men were martyrs to be
compared with the suicide bombers who attacked the twin
towers and the London underground. They did not become
kamikaze out of a religious fervour whether for the Emperor
or for Japan. They did not attack civilian targets and were not
terrorists. 

This book is a reminder not only of the brainwashing of the
young carried out by the pre-war Japanese military but also of
the brutal treatment of anyone thought to be an intellectual.
"Kasuga Takeo never recovered from the innumerable
beatings he received on the base. His superiors told him that
corporal punishment would instil a 'soldier's fighting spirit' in
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Our last issue of 2006 reviews an exciting selection of new books ideal for
the rapidly approaching holiday season. We also launch our new Arts Review
feature with a look at two recently published works, both offered at specially
discounted prices for our readers. As those who visit our website regularly will
already know, we are now reviewing much more than books and have
widened our scope to cover movies, the stage, arts and Japan related events.
Our expanded activities mean it is no longer possible to include everything we
review in print, but on our website you will be able to find the "full Monty" as
well as an extensive archive of book reviews. Links to all the new material and
on-line features are also included in this issue. 

Finally, from all our regular reviewers and the staff of the Japan Society, a
big thank you to our readers for their support, comments and helpful feedback
during the year. In 2007 we will endeavor to maintain the momentum with
more in-depth quality reviews. Seasons greetings and a good 2007

Sean Curtin
New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Mrs Ferguson's
Tea-Set, Japan and
The Second World
War: The Global
Consequences
Following
Germany's
Sinking of the SS
Automedon in
1940 

by Eiji Seki, 

ISBN 978-1-905246-28-1, pp 187 including plate section, notes, bib-
liography and index, Global Oriental, 2006, £20.

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

The SS Autmedon was sunk by the German raider Atlantis,
masquerading as the British auxiliary cruiser Antenor on 11
November 1940 south-West of Achin Head on the north-west-
ern tip of Sumatra on her way to Penang. The Germans dis-
covered on the ship 'Most Secret' papers being sent to the

Japan Book Review
British Commander-in-Chief in the Far East. These 'contained
extremely detailed information on the Royal Navy's and the
RAF's armaments and positions, the defence of Singapore and
possible response measures to Japanese aggression, as well as
an analysis of the roles of Australia and New Zealand.'  This
was a hugely important find and steps were taken by the
German commander of the Atlantis, Captain Rogge, to ensure
that these papers were delivered as soon as possible to
German intelligence in Japan. They were then soon in
Japanese hands.

Ambassador Eiji Seki, the author of this book, thinks that
the Japanese misinterpreted the intelligence in these docu-
ments which were out of date by the time the papers reached
them. He believes that this was an influential factor in the
Japanese decision to attack Pearl Harbour and open hostilities
in December 1941.  

The story which Seki relates in this book is a fascinating one
and I found it difficult to put it down.  He describes in graph-
ic detail the voyage of the Automedon and the action which led
to her loss. He follows the survivors from her crew and pas-
sengers through their hardships, captivity and release as well
as the adventures of those who managed to escape. The read-
er also learns what happened to them after the war ended.
Two survivors attended the launch of the book at Daiwa Japan
House in London on 2 November 2006.
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Our first issue of 2007 features a major new Japanese book on the
Second World War, "Who Was Responsible?" which has generated
considerable international debate. We also review other books on

the topic which examine different aspects of Japan's wartime past. You will
also find the usual broad selection of stimulating reviews on the latest books
about Japan. In this issue we look at new works on Japanese literature, Sake
brewing, administrative reforms and have a special section on books about
early European travellers to Japan. You will find exclusive special offers on
many of the books reviewed. Please remember that this publication only
represents a fraction of the reviews available on our website. We also review
movies, the stage, arts and Japan related events. Japan-UK Review is
constantly adding new on-line articles, so it is definitely worth a weekly visit
to the homepage.

Sean Curtin
New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Managing Editor: Clare Barclay

Who Was
Responsible? From
Marco Polo Bridge
to Pearl Harbor,

Edited by James E. Auer, 

The Yomiuri Shimbun, 2006,
ISBN4-643-06012-3, 410 pages
including index, £20, available
through JP-Books (UK) Ltd,
Lower Ground Floor
(Mitsukoshi), Dorland House,
14-20 Regent Street, London
SW1Y 4PH. Tel:. 020 7839
4839. Fax: 020 7925 0346 
(e-mail: jp-bookslondon@lineone.net.)

Special 10% discount on this book by quoting your Japan
Society membership at the store or in mail order purchases.

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Tsuneo Watanabe, the editor-in-chief of the Yomiuri
Shimbun, which has a circulation of over ten million, the
largest of any Japanese newspaper, established in 2005 a
committee of Japanese journalists. The committee was to
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produce a careful historical analysis with the aim of telling the
Japanese people, a majority of whom were born after the war:
"Who was responsible for starting the Sino-Japanese War and
the Pacific War, why they did so and why the nation kept
fighting until many of its cities had been almost completely
reduced to ashes." The committee worked for fourteen months
studying a wide range of documents and sources. This book in
English and two volumes in Japanese contain the findings of
this committee.

While this book inevitably cannot tell the whole story it is a
devastating critique of Japan's leadership in the Showa War
which the Yomiuri calls the period 1931-45. It does not pull
any punches. It states boldly that "Japan misread the
prevailing international situation in 1941 when it went to war
against the United States." Japan failed to formulate
realistically its war aims or an exit strategy. "For Tojo and
others the establishment of the Greater East Asia Co-
prosperity Sphere through war with the United States and
Britain was Japan's last resort to make China surrender." The
Japanese army's refusal to withdraw from China scuppered
any hope in 1941 that War could be avoided. A comparison in
1940 between the national strength of Japan and the USA in
1940 (page 115) reveals the extent of Japan's gamble in
attacking America. The misreading of intelligence,
assessments based on wishful thinking, combined with cover-
ups of failures made defeat inevitable. Prime Minister General
Hideki Tojo was for instance only informed of the defeat at the
battle of Midway "more than a month later (page 149)." 

The report makes clear that the army and the navy were
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June was an exciting month for us with the publication of two much
anticipated Japan Society supported books, "Japanese Envoys in Britain,
1862-1964: A Century of Diplomatic Exchange" and "Britain and Japan:

Biographical Portraits, Volume VI." Both were launched at an enjoyable joint
event held on Tuesday 19th June at the Daiwa Foundation's Japan House in
London. In this issue we are reviewing the Envoys book and our next issue will
feature Biographical Portraits (for a preview see back-page). The main theme
of this issue is new publications on recent Japanese history. You will find some
stimulating reviews on this topic and a few others on more contemporary
subjects. With the Upper House elections scheduled for the end of July, our
next issue will focus on Japanese politics.

Have a good summer!
Sean Curtin

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Japan Book Review
Japanese Envoys in Britain, 1862-1964: A
Century of Diplomatic Exchange, 

Compiled and edited by Ian Nish, 

Global Oriental/Japan Society, 2007, 255 pages, ISBN 978-1-
905246-32-8, £55.00

Review by Sean Curtin

This is a highly readable and excellently researched book
which skilfully charts the lives of Japan's envoys to the United
Kingdom during the first century of Anglo-Japanese relations
(1862-1964). Just as now, a hundred years ago London was a
vibrant global capital but its political importance was far
greater than today. This meant that Japan's representatives in
London were often prominent political figures or rising stars
of the diplomatic world. Thus, two former ambassadors,
Takaaki Kato (1908-12) and Shigeru Yoshida (1936-38) went on
to become Prime Minister. Yoshida is considered to be one of
Japan's greatest postwar leaders and his time in London offers
some enlightening insights about his character and style.

While only a very select few can capture the premiership,
many of the ambassadors and ministers covered in the book
attained the key post of Foreign Minister. Also a host of junior
officials went on to become prominent figures after serving in
London during the early stages of their careers, these included
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In this colourful spring issue our main theme is photographic books
about Japan and we review an excellent selection of new books on
the topic. We can only present a very limited number of photographs

from these books in the following pages, but if you visit our website you
will find a host visual gems. As usual, we also have some great reviews of
new historical works plus exciting general interest books. The featured
Japanese courtyard gardens book also boasts an array of impressive on-line
photographs. Finally, don't forget that our printed edition only represents
a fraction of our new reviews, all of which can be found on the website
along with movie and stage reviews.

Sean Curtin

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Photography in Japan 1853-1912, 

Terry Bennett, 

320 pages, 350 photographs (colour and black and white), Periplus
Editions Tuttle Publishing, 2007, ISBN 080486337, £45

Japan Book Review

Old Japanese Photographs: Collectors'
Data Guide, 

Terry Bennett, 

308 pages, over 200 illustrations, Bernard Quarritch, 2006, ISBN-
10: 0-9550852-4-1, and ISBN-13: 978-0-9550852-4-6, £65.

Reviews by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
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Mirroring the recent seismic shifts in the Japanese political world, there
have also been some equally significant changes for Japan Book
Review. This issue marks an important milestone in the development

of the Reviews project as we launch our new regular reviews of Japanese lan-
guage books, publish our first fictional book reviews and introduce our new
readers' comments section. While we have published reviews of Japanese lan-
guage books in the past, we have now greatly expanded this project in collab-
oration with the Global Communications Platform in Tokyo and with assis-
tance from the National Bureau of Asian Research (NBR) Japan-U.S.
Discussion Forum in Washington. Our on-line version is designed to provide a
new resource for reviews of Japanese language books and we hope it will
develop into an important educational resource. Due to demand from our
readership we are also beginning reviews of fictional books as well as publish-
ing readers' comments about books we review. I hope these developments will
enhance your enjoyment of this publication. Finally, remember that our web-
site has a great many more reviews that we are unable to print.

Sean Curtin

Japanese language book reviews:  www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_japan.htmll
New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Nihonyo Tsuyoki Kunito Nare 
(Japan Be a Strong Nation),

by Yoshiko Sakurai, 

Diamond (Tokyo), 2007, 304 pages, ISBN 978-4-478-00140-0

Review by Takahiro Miyao

Ms. Yoshiko Sakurai is a well-known journalist and social critic in Japan,
especially famous for her rightwing and sometimes ultra-nationalistic stance.
She regularly contributes her essays on social issues to various journals and
magazines, and this book is a collection of such contributions of the past year
or so. Her interests are wide-ranging, from such domestic issues as
bureaucratic reform and education reform to such international problems as
the history issues and the North Korea problem, a fact that can be seen in the
table of contents in this book.

Her current state of mind is clearly expressed in the Introduction, where she
maintains that the US is gradually losing its power, whereas China is rapidly
increasing its presence and influence in Asia. In particular, Ms. Sakurai
emphasizes that China has adopted "shrewd tactics" to isolate Japan morally by
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Editor: Sean Curtin

Volume 2 No. 5 October 2007
Issue No. 11

Along with our usual great selection of new book reviews in this issue
we offer our first proper film review of the award-winning and
highly popular movie Hula Girls. We now hope to start regular

reviews of major Japanese films and DVD releases to complement our book
line-up. You will also find a preview of the thought-provoking debut novel
Under the Sun along with our main features and Japanese language book
reviews. Finally, please keep on sending in your letters and comments about
what you would like to see in Japan Book Review. Also please remember if
there is a book or movie you would particularly like to make a comment about,
then either e-mail us (info@japansociety.org.uk) your thoughts or post them to
us. We will put your comments up on the Reader's Comments section of the
website and when possible publish some of them.

Sean Curtin

New reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews.html
Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Japan Book Review
Hirohito: The Showa Emperor in War and Peace,

Ikuhiko Hata, edited by Marius B.Jansen, 

ISBN 978-1-905246-35-9, pages 272 including notes and index, Global Oriental, 2007.

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

So much has been written about the Showa Emperor that some readers may
ask whether there is anything more to be said about a man who would hardly
have left much lasting impression if he had been born in any other walk of life.
But Professor Ikuhiko Hata's book provides some interesting insights into the
emperor's personality, as well as into aspects of modern Japanese history. 

Professor Ikuhiko Hata, professor emeritus of Nihon University, has delved
deeply into the source material available in Japanese and English and has
interviewed many of the participants in the events he describes. The results of
his researches impressed the late Professor Marius Jansen, a doyen of Japanese
historical studies in the USA, and we must be grateful to him and the publishers,
Global Oriental, for bringing these fascinating studies to the attention of English
speaking students of modern Japanese history.

This is not a new biography of the Showa Emperor but a series of historical
studies of events in which he was closely involved. The first essay deals with the
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Governing Japan
Divided Politics in a 
Resurgent Economy
by J.A.A. Stockwin
Blackwell Publishing, 
Oxford, 2008, 298 pages 
including index and tables. 
Paper Back £19.99
Hard Back £55.00 
ISBN-13: 978 -1405154154

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Professor Arthur Stockwin, who was until recently 
Nissan Professor of Modern Japanese Studies in the 
University of Oxford, is the leading British expert on 
Japanese politics. His aim in this book has been “to 
make at least partly comprehensible what to the 
outside observer (and indeed to many Japanese 
themselves) often appears to be the great muddle 
of Japanese politics.” His analysis is succinct and he 
has managed to unravel most of the complexities of 
Japanese politics. 

This is the fourth edition of a work which was first 
produced in 1975, but many important changes have 
taken place in the way Japan is governed since the 
last edition in 1999. Much of the book attempts to 
assess these changes. This entailed rewriting a large 
section which now covers the political scene up to the 
appointment of Mr Yasuo Fukuda as Japanese Prime 
Minister in 2007.

Stockwin identifies “six broad areas of crisis.”  These 
are crises “of political power and accountability,” “of 
political participation and non-involvement in politics,” 
“of the Constitution and political fundamentals”, “of 

liberal versus illiberal ideas,” “of ageing society and 
diverging life-chances,”  and “of national status and 
role.” He considers that these crises are “all relatively 
serious, actually or potentially,” but Japan as “a 
major and dynamic economic power” has a basically 
democratic structure and “the political system has 
repeatedly demonstrated its capacity to overcome 
crises and achieve reasonably satisfactory solutions to 
problems.” 

His analysis, which takes due account of economic and 
social as well as political factors, is based on careful 
research and observation and his judgements are fair 
and objective. He occasionally allows himself to make 
some shrewd and pointed comments, for instance 
that “prime ministers in Japan may be categorized as 
ranging from weak to moderately effective”. At the 
presentation of his book at Daiwa House in London 
recently, he gave the palm to Shigeru Yoshida, but also 
praised Hayato Ikeda and Junichiro Koizumi.

After an introduction headed “Why Japan and its 
Politics Matter” Stockwin gives useful summaries of 
the historical, social and economic background. He 
also discusses the attempts at political reform in the 
1990s and writes about “the Koizumi Effect” in the 
twenty-first century.

This section is followed by a chapter which tries to 
answer the question “Who Runs Japan?”. In this he 
discusses the theories of writers such as Chalmers 
Johnson and Karel van Wolferen and notes that while 
Japan has unique features it is not “uniquely unique.” 

In commenting on the changing character of 
elections he explains the differences in the make-
up of constituencies following the replacement 
of multi-member constituencies by a mixture of 
single member constituencies and an element of 

The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

Welcome to 2008’s first exciting edition of The Japan 
Society Review. Within our new-look publication you 
will find the usual wide-ranging selection of riveting 
review articles on the latest Japan-related books and 
films. In this issue we have some fascinating pieces 
spanning Japanese politics and literature to gardening 
along with a look at some recent fictional books plus 
our regular film feature and much much more!  This 
issue marks our return to regular publication and in the 
coming months the Reviews team will be providing 
you with the latest and most up-to-date reviews.     
Sean Curtin
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Rivals: How the Power 
Struggle Between   
China, India and Japan 
Will Shape Our Next 
Decade
by Bill Emmott
Allen Lane, London, 2008, 
314 pages including notes 
and index. 
Hardback £20.00 
ISBN -13: 978-1-846-14009-9

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

This new book by Bill Emmott, the former editor 
of The Economist and author of two books about 
modern Japan, has been widely reviewed in the 
press. In this review I propose to concentrate 
primarily on his comments about Japan, although 
Japan is only one of the three powers whose future 
Emmott discusses in this thought provoking book.  

In chapter 1 “Asia’s New Power Game” and chapter 

2 “A Continent Created,” he sets the scene, stressing 
that the future belongs to Asia. He notes that 
although the concept of Asia is meaningless to 
most Asians and that there are as yet few unifying 
regional institutions, Asia is becoming more like 
Europe in the way in which its economies are 
becoming increasingly integrated.  Chapter 3 
is devoted to China. In this he reminds readers 
that a major problem in considering the Chinese 
economy is the unreliability of Chinese statistics. 
He notes the view that communist rule in China is 
there to stay.

Chapter 4 contains his main discussion of modern 
Japan. In this he comments on the way in which the 
Japanese economy has developed since the war 
and he draws attention to the ironic comment by 
Lech Walesa, who led Poland’s solidarity movement 
and who visited Japan several times, that Japan 
was “the only truly successful example of socialism 
that had ever existed.” He also repeats a joke he 
had heard in 2005 about Chinese students studying 
at a university in Tokyo: “The Chinese students are 
asked why they spend so much of their spare time 

The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

In this issue our regular review team offers you another 
excellent selection of the latest books on Japan. Sir Hugh 
Cortazzi looks at a stimulating new book by Bill Emmott 
“Rivals: How the Power Struggle Between China, India and 
Japan will Shape our Next Decade.” As the title indicates, 
it explores how the future dynamics between Japan, 
China and India might evolve and the possible regional 
and global impact. This is followed by Fumiko Halloran’s 
review of a Japanese language book which examines the 
dissenting legal opinion of Indian Judge Radhabinod Pal, 
who out of the 11 Allied judges was alone to argue for the 
acquittal of all Class A war criminals at the International 
Military Tribunal for the Far East. This work is of particular 
interest as Justice Pal has become a key figure for some 
revisionist Japanese historians and former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe visited Pal’s son while on a prime-ministerial 
visit to India in August 2007. On the popular literature 
front Anna Davis gives us the rundown on a highly 
readable new novel Death of a Salaryman. This issue also 
sees a return to our focus on important new Japanese 
language books with some insightful reviews by our 
regular reviewers Takahiro Miyao and Mikihiro Maeda. 
One of this publication’s key objectives is to highlight 
influential and popular Japanese language books in order 
to give readers a flavour of the contemporary Japanese 
book scene.
Sean Curtin
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In our final issue of 2007, we have some excellent reviews and previews
of the latest Japan-related books hot off the printing press. Our first
article looks at a major new work by Sir Max Hastings on the dramatic

final year that lead to Japan's wartime defeat. We also feature three recently
published Japanese language books which offer insights into the Koizumi
years and the US-Japan relationship. New reviewer William Farr offers his
verdict on a Japanese hot springs book, there is also another riveting reader's
review plus lots more reviews and previews. Finally, Japan Book Review says
a tearful farewell to our Managing Editor Clare Barclay. Clare has worked on
Japan Book Review for over two years and we could not have produced it
without her. Many thanks on the readers' behalf and we will miss you.

Sean Curtin
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Archive reviews: http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html
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Japan Book Review
Nemesis: The Battle for Japan, 1944-45

by Max Hastings

Harper Press, 2007, 673 pages including index, notes and bibliography, £25.

Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Sir Max Hastings, who was a former editor of The Daily Telegraph and The
Evening Standard, is Britain's ablest war historian. This book which covers the
death and destruction which accompanied the end of the war with Japan follows
his account in Armageddon of the defeat of Nazi Germany. 

This is not a dry description of battle strategy and tactics but a lively account
of the various campaigns from Burma to Okinawa which led up to Japan's
defeat. The author includes many 'human interest' stories which show what the
battles were like to the participants on both the allied and Japanese sides.
Heroism, cowardice, suffering, appalling injuries and cruel deaths all have their
places in this often heart rending and moving book.

Hastings is frank about the defects and flawed personalities of many the
politicians, admirals and generals involved. One of the few to emerge as both a
good general and as a fine human being is General Slim who led British forces
to victory in Burma.  On the American side he praises in particular Admiral
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The 1940 Tokyo Games: 
The Missing Olympics – 
Japan, the Asian 
Olympics and the 
Olympic Movement
by Sandra Collins
Routledge, London and New 
York, 2007, 198 pages. 
Hard Back £65.00 
ISBN-13: 978-0415373173 

Review by Ben-Ami Shillony

The 1940 Tokyo Summer Olympic Games are a non-
event, because they never happened. Promoted 
by Japanese organizations since the early 1930s, 
decided on by the IOC (International Olympic 
Committee) in 1936, and given up by the Japanese 
in 1938, they were soon forgotten, overshadowed 
by the war with China and the Second World War. 
When the Tokyo Olympics, the first ones in Asia, 
finally took place in 1964, few remembered and few 
cared to mention the unpleasant circumstances 
under which the previous attempt to hold the 
games there was conceived and abandoned.  
Sandra Collins exhumes this fascinating story and 
brings it back to life. Using a variety of sources, 
she describes the day-to-day developments which 
led to the selection of Tokyo for the 1940 Olympic 
Games, and later to Japan’s decision to relinquish 

them. Although the reader knows how the story 
will end, the author manages to maintain suspense 
throughout the book. 

The main contribution of this monograph is the 
presentation of the various backgrounds against 
which this affair evolved. The rise and fall of the 1940 
Olympiad project is described in the contexts of the 
Olympic movement, the political developments in 
Japan at that time, the international relations in 
East Asia, the war with China, the press and public 
opinion in Japan and abroad, and the Japanese 
and Western personalities that played a role in 
this episode. There are no villains or heroes in this 
narration. As the story develops, we see how great 
ideals, as often happens, become entangled in 
the web of national, organizational, and personal 
interests, and how important decisions are made 
without adequate understanding and with no way 
of predicting their results.

As Collins shows, the Japanese were eager to host 
the 1940 Olympic Games for both external and 
internal reasons. They hoped that staging these 
games would establish Japan’s status as a first-rate 
modern power, which is an Asian empire and the 
leader of the non-Western world. Against growing 
international criticism of Japan’s agression on the 
continent, the Olympic Games were considered 
to be a form of “people’s diplomacy,” that would 
generate foreign good will. The Tokyo Olympiad 
was to coincide with the 2,600th anniversary of the 

The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

During August it was just about impossible for 
anyone on planet earth (and possibly beyond) not 
to have known that the Beijing Olympics were 
being held. Offering the perfect antidote to the 
2008 Olympic media-onslaught, Professor Ben-Ami 
Shillony, one of our regular review team, has 
produced a fascinating review of a new book on 
the Olympics that never were, the forgotten 1940 
Tokyo Olympics. Sir Hugh Cortazzi, another stalwart 
reviewer, follows this up with a piece on Japanese 
diplomacy in the 1950s while Fumiko Halloran, also 
a member of the regular team, looks at a fascinating 
Japanese language book on Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi’s foreign policy written by political insider 
Isao Iijima, who was Koizumi’s executive secretary. 
If that dazzling Troika doesn’t satisfy your thirst for 
reviews then we still have an excellent account of 
the new Donald Keene book. 
Sean Curtin
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Yasuo Fukuda’s unexpected 
resignation on 1st 
September 2008 triggered 
a lively leadership election 
in which all of the five 
politicians featured in this 
review were potential prime-
ministerial candidates. Four 
of them actually stood 
in the contest with Taro 
Aso finally succeeding in 
gaining the prize he has 
so long coveted. 

Kokuryoku Kaigi 
(Conference on National 
Power: Group 
Discussion with Kaoru 
Yosano, Takeo 
Hiranuma, Taro Aso & 
Shigeru Ishiba)
by Kazuyuki Hamada
Shodensha, May 2008 
240 pages
Hardback ￥1600
ISBN-13: 978-4396613075 

Reviews By Fumiko Halloran
This book, along with the other five individual 
books in this review, reflects a recent trend in 
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

It seems that in Japan changing prime minister every 
September is rapidly becoming a seasonal fixture, 
a trend no doubt Gordon Brown is hoping doesn’t 
spread to the UK. To mark the beginning of Taro Aso’s 
premiership we are reviewing his recent book (Totetsu 
Mo Nai Nippon) along with those of four of his rivals 
and potential future prime ministers. These books 
represent a recent trend for would-be pretenders to the 
political throne of publishing a book before they stake 
their claim to the crown. With the average life-span of 
recent prime ministers at just one year, it certainly pays 
to be prepared. We reviewed former PM Abe’s book 
(Utsukushii Kuni E) in August 2007 (Issue 10, Vol. 2 
No.4), just a month before his September resignation. 
Some of the many fascinating facts to come out of this 
current batch of books are the unexpected links which 
bind some of the candidates in this September’s race 
for the premiership. For example both Kaoru Yosano 
and Yuriko Koike were students in Cairo while both 
Aso and Yosano are Catholics. Japanese politicians 
are certainly becoming more diverse and the fact that 
Yuriko Koike became the first woman to stand in the 
contest to become PM is also a significant milestone. 
Away from Japanese politics Mikihiro Maeda reviews 
a popular new Japanese book on Burma while Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi looks at a work on the diplomat, scholar 
and Japanologist Ernest Satow. We also preview a 
new publication on the 1858 Treaty of Yedo, which 
established diplomatic ties between the United 
Kingdom and Japan. This book also forms part of the 
celebrations to mark the 150th year of Anglo-Japanese 
diplomatic ties. 

Sean Curtin
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Hiroshige. One Hundred 
Famous Views of Edo
by Melanie Trede and 
Lorenz Bichler
Taschen, 2008, 294 pages
Japanese binding & 
bookcase £80.00
ISBN: 978-3-8228-4827-2
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Hiroshige and Hokusai are 
probably the two Japanese 
artists most famous in the 

west. They had a significant influence on the Post-
Impressionists including Van Gogh, Monet and Whistler 
and on the Japonisme movement in European art in 
the latter part of the nineteenth century.

The publication of this sumptuous publication is timely. 
This year is the 150th anniversary of the first treaties 
with the five leading western powers (the USA, the 
Netherlands, Russia, Britain and France [not Italy as the 
introduction states]) which provided for the opening 
in 1859 of diplomatic and trade relations. The process 
had begun with the arrival of Commodore Perry’s “back 
ships” in 1853, but 1858 saw the real break-through.  The 
British Treaty with Japan signed at Edo on 26 August 
1858 was called ‘The Treaty of Yedo’ (Yedo being a 
spelling of Edo used by some foreigners at that time).

Hiroshige’s hundred views of Edo were produced in the 
years 1856-1858 and provided a panorama of the sights 
in the capital. They are all upright or vertical prints in 
the size termed o-ban in Japanese. The prints which 

are kept by the Ota Museum in Tokyo are all from the 
first printing and as they have been very well preserved 
the colours are authentic and have not faded as so 
many other sets have faded. As the introduction points 
out the prints represent a cooperative effort between 
the artist, the woodblock cutter and the printer who 
applied the colours.

Although these prints are described as one hundred 
views there were in fact a total of 120. All of these 
have been reproduced in this book in full colour and 
the original size. Each plate is accompanied by a full 
description and explanation. There is an informative 
introduction in English, French and German. The book 
is bound in traditional Japanese style and comes in a 
handsome case illustrated in colour. 

The prints were generally made to look like paintings. 
They functioned like modern colour picture postcards 
in the sense that they were intended as souvenirs for 
visitors to particular beauty spots, shrines and temples.  
With increasing affluence, 
Japanese at the end of the 
Edo period had begun to 
travel whenever they could, 
but before there was any 
wheeled traffic, journeys even 
of a short distance were time 
consuming. 

In a number of prints elements 
of western style perspective 
were used. Western art 
techniques had been imported 
into Japan during the Edo 
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

Amongst our line-up in this issue we feature two new 
biographical-related books, one about John Milne 
and the other on Charles Holme. Both figures are 
from the early decades of Anglo-Japanese relations 
when Japan was still a distant, mysterious land and 
bilateral ties were in their infancy. As usual, we also 
offer a selection of prominent new Japanese language 
books including Fumiko Halloran’s examination of the 
turbulent relationship between Japanese film legend 
Kurosawa Akira and Hollywood. You will also find Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi’s look at a superbly illustrated new 
book on the artist Hiroshige, Mikihiro Maeda’s review 
on a book about Japanese writer Haruki Murakami as 
well as many more great reviews.

Sean Curtin
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Escape from Impasse: 
The Decision to Open 
Japan
by Mitani Hiroshi, 
translated by David 
Noble

International House of 
Japan, 2006, 356 pages 
including notes and index. 
Hardcover ￥3000
ISBN 13: 978-4-903452-06-7
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

This book is a valuable addition to the literature in 
English about the steps leading up to the treaties of 
1858 which opened the way to the establishment of 
diplomatic and trade relations between Japan and 
the Western powers. It is also timely, as we celebrate 
this year the 150th anniversary of the Treaty of Yedo, 
concluded for Britain by Lord Elgin on 26 August 1858.

Professor Mitani’s work, like Professor McOmie’s ‘The 
Opening of Japan, 1853-55’, also published in 2006, 
concentrates more on the negotiations which prized 
open the door to Tokugawa Japan, than on the 1858 

treaties, which unlike the earlier treaties focussed on 
trade and diplomatic relations. 

Professor Mitani begins with a discussion of the foreign 
policy of the Tokugawa regime in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. He points out that the term sakoku (which 
may be roughly translated as “closed country”) dates 
from as late as 1801 when it was used in a translation 
into Japanese of an essay by Engelbert Kaempfer who 
had served as physician to the Dutch in Deshima in 
the late seventeenth century. “Consciously distancing 
Japan from the West seemed the most desirable way 
to maintain peace for Japan.” The concept of ‘sonnō jōi’ 
(which may be translated as “revere the emperor and 
expel the barbarians”) became part of the philosophy 
of sakoku. In this context Mitani notes that Koga Tōan, 
a Confucian scholar, considered that Japan had no 
need any longer to fear the “diabolical religion” of the 
West as loyalty to the sovereign had become so deeply 
inculcated among the samurai and common people. 
Koga and some others like him even contemplated 
Japanese overseas expansion. 

Mitani points out that the volume of Japan’s foreign 
trade in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 
gradually sank, while interest in what was happening in 
the West grew. Matsudaira Sadanobu who became the 
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In our final issue of 2008, you will find a selection 
of book and film reviews. We also offer our first 
Japanese language DVD review, which we hope will 
become a regular feature. Simon Cotterill looks at 
the cult 2004 film “Kamikaze Girls” (下妻物語) which 
is due to be released on DVD in January 2009. As 
in previous years we also have a selection of film 
reviews from the immensely popular “Premiere 
Japan” event held annually at BAFTA. Susan Meehan 
gives us her take on several of the movies including 
“After School” (アフタースクール) and “Fine, Totally 
Fine” (全然大丈夫). As the 150th anniversary year 
of Anglo-Japanese diplomatic ties draws to a close 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi reviews a recent study analyzing 
their genesis. Suzanne Perrin examines a fascinating 
new work on the evolving place of the tea room in 
contemporary Japanese architecture. Not forgetting 
our parent-readers looking for that elusive gift, Anna 
Davis appraises “Origami for Children.” Finally, a very 
big thank to all our reviewers, readers and the Japan 
Society team for their support in 2008. 

Sean Curtin
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Contents
(1) Escape from Impasse: The Decision to Open Japan 
(2) After School
(3) Fine, Totally Fine (two reviews)
(4) Tokyo Sonata
(5) Kamikaze Girls
(6) Origami for Children
(7) New Zen: the tea-ceremony room in modern Japanese 
architecture
(8) Intellectual Property and the New Japanese Global Economy
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Kyushu,Gateway to 
Japan: A Concise History
by Andrew Cobbing
Global Oriental, 2009, 240 
pages.  Hardback, £55.00
ISBN-13: 978-1905246182
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Of the four main Japanese 
islands, Kyushu has a 
particularly interesting 
history. The myths about 
the origins of the Japanese 
islands and its imperial 

line began at Takachiho, in what is now Miyazaki 
prefecture.  Here was “The Floating Bridge of 
Heaven.”  

One of Andrew Cobbing’s aims in this book was 

to draw attention to the cultural diversity in Japan 
which is apparent to anyone who spends time 
in an outlying part of Japan such as Kyushu. This 
diversity is not always adequately brought out in 
much of the writing in English about Japan which 
has a tendency to focus on the view from Tokyo.

Cobbing  begins his account of the history of 
Kyushu with reference to various myths, but moves 
in his second chapter to the discovery in 1985 of 
one of Japan’s earliest settlements at Yoshinogari 
in Saga prefecture which chimed with early 
Chinese descriptions of Japan or the land of Wa 
and of the early Japanese ruler Himiko or Queen of 
Wa.   This leads on to a discussion of  the location 
of the legendary Yamatai,  of early settlements in 
Kyushu including the building of giant tombs and 
of contacts between Tsukushi, an early name for 
Kyushu,  and ancient Korea.
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We kick off our first issue of 2009 with a look at a 
fascinating new historical book, Kyushu, Gateway to 
Japan. Too often our view of Japan is distorted by 
a Tokyo-centric bias which neglects other regions 
and downgrades their importance in the national 
narrative. Andrew Cobbing’s excellently researched 
new work is the perfect antidote to this tendency, 
reminding us of the significant role Japan’s mighty 
south island has played in the country’s history. As 
the title suggests Kyushu was the historical gateway 
to Japan as well as the cradle of its early civilization. 

As usual, we also offer a selection of some of the 
best new Japanese film and DVD releases. Fumiko 
Halloran examines a gripping new Taiwanese-
Japanese production which explores Japan’s 
colonial rule of Taiwan from a modern day setting. 
It’s a moving and uplifting tale, offering a different 
and more human perspective on Japan’s colonial 
past. Simon Cotterill looks at the new DVD release of 
Turtles are Surprisingly Fast Swimmers; a very funny 
and entertaining Japanese movie. Its somewhat 
unusual narrative style and clever humour make 
it compelling viewing. You will also find Manabu 
Matsunaka’s in-depth appraisal of a new Japanese 
language book on corporate law, William Farr’s 
thoughts on a popular Japanese martial arts book 
and Sir Hugh Cortazzi’s review of Peter Davies’ 
substantial new work on Frederick Cornes.

Sean Curtin

Issue 19 Volume 4 Number 1 (March 2009)
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Contents
(1) Kyushu, Gateway to Japan: A Concise History
(2) Turtles are Surprisingly Fast Swimmers
(3) Cape No. 7
(4) Angry White Pyjamas
(5) The Business, Life and Letters of Frederick Cornes
(6) Kigyō Ketsugou Housei no Shōraizou
(7) Japanese for Everyone
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The Japan-British Society 
Centenary Book
The Japan British Society, 
Tokyo, 2009, hardback. 
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

The Japan-British Society 
celebrated its centenary in 
2008.  It was established as 
“The British Society” at an 
inaugural meeting on 20 

October 1908. Its first annual dinner was held at 
the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo on 27 November 1908.   
A branch of the Japan Society in London had been 
set up in Tokyo in 1902 and the British Society in 
Japan developed from this branch. The name of 

the Society was changed to “The Japan-British 
Society” in April 1923.  Its last meeting before the 
outbreak of war was a lunch held at the Imperial 
Hotel in Tokyo on 28 March 1940.  The Society was 
revived at a general meeting on 25 October 1951. 
Since then it has maintained and expanded a wide 
range of activities which like the work of the Japan 
Society in London have contributed to Anglo-
Japanese understanding and friendship.  
This centenary volume is the result of much 
painstaking research and is a valuable record of 
the activities of the Society over the last 100 years. 
It begins with forewords from the honorary patron 
HIH Prince Tomohito, from David Warren, the 
British Ambassador and current president of the 
Society, and from Sadayuki Hayashi, the chairman 
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

Our bimonthly eclectic mix of stimulating Japan-
related book, film and stage reviews kicks off with 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi’s look at the centennial book of 
the Tokyo-based Japan-British Society. This Society 
was established in October 1908, having grown out 
of the Tokyo branch of our own Society. The work 
charts the first 100 years of its accomplishments, 
which include attracting several Japanese Prime 
Ministers to its events. The fact that there have 
been considerably more Japanese PMs than British 
ones, no doubt has given the Society an advantage 
over its British parent. Susan Meehan looks at 
the mesmerising 2009 Oscar winner Okuribito 
(Departures), while Fumiko Halloran explores the 
insightful and best-selling Japanese language book 
“Saraba Zaimusho!” (Farewell, Ministry of Finance!) 
which gives an insider’s view on the secretive 
world of Japan’s tight-lipped bureaucrats. We then 
explore the much talked about Japan-influenced 
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream at 
the Southwark Playhouse. William Farr offers his 
sobering assessment of “The Book of Sake” while 
Helen McCarthy examines the superbly colourful 
“Japanese Quilt Blocks” publication. We also 
analyze the merits of the Meiji Restoration from a 
modern day Tokugawa spin doctor perspective in 
“The Edo Inheritance.” This issue also introduces a 
new semi-regular feature called East Asian Corner 
where we look at significant recent books on the 
East Asian region related to Japan. Our first offering 
in this category is Peter Lowe’s “Contending with 
Nationalism and Communism: British Policy towards 
Southeast Asia, 1945-65.

Issue 20 Volume 4 Number 2 (May 2009)
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Contents
(1) The Japan-British Society Centenary Book
(2) Okuribito (Departures)
(3) Saraba Zaimusho! (Farewell, Ministry of Finance!)
(4) A Midsummer Night’s Dream
(5) The Edo Inheritance
(6) The Book of Sake: A Connoisseur’s Guide
(7) Japanese Quilt Blocks to Mix and Match
(8) Contending With Nationalism and Communism
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Japan through
writers’ eyes
edited by Elizabeth 
Ingrams
Eland Publishing Ltd., 2009, 
336 pages
Paperback £12.99
ISBN: 978-190601108-6
Review by Susan Meehan
‘Japan through writers’ eyes’ is a 
literary companion or guide to 
Japan, in which freelance writer 

and former Japan-resident, Elizabeth Ingrams, includes 
poetry, fiction and non-fiction excerpts from an impressive 
breadth of writers such as Matsuo Basho, Jonathan Swift, 
Rudyard Kipling, Lafcadio Hearn, Yasunari Kawabata, 
Jan Morris, Alan Booth and Angela Carter. The scope of 
the book is testament to Ingrams’ enthusiasm. Japan is, 
according to her, “the best country thus discovered.” The 
book, a lyrical and informative journey throughout Japan, 
can be challenging at times – and I was grateful for the 
reminder of places and protagonists in the tale of the Taira 
and Genji clans which were thoughtfully included in the 
introduction to the Hiroshima and Chūgoku section.
‘Japan through writers’ eyes’ was launched at Asia House 
on 19 March 2009 with brief speeches by Elizabeth 
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As we zoom towards the July heat, this issue is packed 
full of interesting books and films to catch up with during 
the summer holiday period. Susan Meehan looks at the 
highly readable “Japan through writers’ eyes,” which 
reminds us what fantastic prose Japan has inspired 
from the pens of both foreign and indigenous authors. 
For those who love to discuss such writers we launched 
“Japan Society Book Club” in June which meets regularly 
(for more information see the Society website or e-mail: 
events@japansociety.org.uk). Sir Hugh Cortazzi dissects 
the thesis of Hans Brinckmann’s new book “Showa Japan: 
The Post-War Golden Age and Its Troubled Legacy.” It 
paints rather gloomy future scenarios for the land of the 
rising sun. Fumiko Halloran analyzes an insightful new 
Japanese language book on the surprising economic 
woes of many of Japan’s best educated people in “Highly 
Educated Working Poor” (Ko Gakureki Wakingu Puua). 
Amazingly only about fifty percent of recent Japanese 
doctoral graduates in humanities and social sciences 
find fulltime employment and these figures were before 
the recent economic downturn. Our movie/DVD offering 
looks at an acclaimed German film, “Kirschblueten-
Hanami” (Cherry Blossoms: Hanami), which is set in Japan 
and Bavaria. We also explore a fascinating new book 
on one of Japan’s most Bohemian and contradictory 
modern artists, Leonard Foujita (Fujita Tsuguharu). With 
summer in the air we assess the feasibility of adding “A 
Japanese Touch for your Garden” before Helen McCarthy 
looks ahead to the fall with the visually stunning “Autumn 
Colours of Kyoto” book. We also ponder the historically 
complex relationship between swordsmanship, Zen 
and calligraphy in “Ken Zen Sho, The Zen Calligraphy 
and painting of Yamaoka Tesshū.” On a more light-
heartened note (and by popular demand) Jayne Kerry 
reviews another paper-folding publication, this time “A 
Kaleidoscope of 28 Decorative Origami Creations.” 

Sean Curtin

Issue 21 Volume 4 Number 3 (July 2009)

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Contents
(1) Japan through writers’ eyes
(2) Showa Japan: The Post-War Golden Age and Its Troubled  
      Legacy
(3) Ko Gakureki Wakingu Puua (Highly Educated Working Poor)
(4) Kirschblueten-Hanami (Cherry Blossoms: Hanami)
(5)  Glory in a Line, a Life of Foujita – The Artist Caught Between  
       East and West
(6) Autumn Colours of Kyoto
(7) A Japanese Touch for your Garden
(8) Origami Rings and Wreaths – A Kaleidoscope of 28 Decorative  
      Origami Creations
(9) 剣禅書 –  Ken Zen Sho
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Japan in Late Victorian London: 
The Japanese Native Village in 
Knightsbridge and The Mikado, 1885 
by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Sainsbury Institute, 2009, 
100 pages including 16 plates, 12 illustrations, 
bibliography and index.
ISBN: 0-9545921-1-5
£5.00  (details overleaf)
Review by Sean Curtin

The idea that in 1885 there 
was a Japanese village located 
in Knightsbridge, the heart of 
bustling Victorian London, may 
strike many as being something 
more suited to a fanciful Doctor 
Who plot than a genuinely 
real fact.  Thanks to Sir Hugh 
Cortazzi this long forgotten 
episode in the nascent years 
of Anglo-Japanese relations is 
brought bursting back to life 
in this excellently researched 
and beautifully illustrated 

book. Utilizing a wide variety of sources, he sets the 
context and describes the process which transformed 
a corner of Victorian London into “The Japanese 
Native Village, erected and peopled exclusively by 
natives of Japan (page 9).” In the 1880s there was an 
amazing thirst for “things Japanese” as the land of the 
rising sun represented an exciting and mysterious 
destination at the far frontiers of European knowledge 
and imagination.  Recreating a Japanese village in 
fashionable Knightsbridge was just one way to satisfy 
the intense Japan-mania of the day and it also helps 
explain why in the same year Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
popular comic opera The Mikado was launched on the 
London stage for its first performances. 
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
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Our lead review in this issue takes us back to late Victorian 
London when fascination with Japan was reaching its 
zenith. In 1885 the seemingly unquenchable demand 
for knowledge and insights into the mysterious Land of 
the Rising Sun led to the creation of a mock Japanese 
village in Knightsbridge populated by Japanese artisans 
as well as the debut of Gilbert and Sullivan’s ever popular 
comic opera The Mikado. In an excellently researched 
book, Sir Hugh Cortazzi brings back to life the long 
forgotten Japanese village situated in the heart of 
Victorian London and examines its connection to the 
The Mikado. Susan Meehan provides our annual review 
of the highly popular “Premiere Japan at BAFTA” event 
which features some of the most interesting Japanese 
movies of the year. In this issue Susan looks at three films, 
Shindo Kaneto’s touching Teacher and Three Children 
(石内尋常高等小学校　花は散れども), Hiroki Ryuichi’s 
sentimental and naturalistic Your Friends (きみの友だち) 
and Kumakiri Kazuyoshi’s emotional rollercoaster Nonko. 
Roger Buckley delves into a substantive new work on the 
Iwakura Embassy to America and Europe which takes 
off some of the historical gloss surrounding the mission 
to give us a behind-the-scenes account. Ian Nish takes 
us into the murky world of Japanese wartime military 
intelligence with Ken Kotani’s ground-breaking study 
“Japanese Intelligence in World War II.” Sir Hugh Cortazzi 
explores Brian Burke-Gaffney’s well researched volume 
on Nagasaki, where the author has lived for many years. 
Burke-Gaffney furnishes us with some truly intriguing 
historical and cultural insights. Fumiko Halloran assesses 
the intriguing Japanese language book “Okamoto Yukio: 
Genba Shugi o Tsuranuita Gaikokan” about a former 
foreign ministry high-flyer who created shockwaves by 
quitting his job in order to think outside the box and 
challenge orthodox views.

Sean Curtin

Issue 23 Volume 4 Number 5 (November 2009)

Contents
(1) Japan in Late Victorian London
(2) Teacher and Three Children (石内尋常高等小学校　花は散れども)
(3) Your Friends (きみの友だち)
(4) Nonko (ノン子36歳 - 家事手伝い)
(5) Nagasaki: The British Experience, 1854-1945
(6) Japan Rising: The Iwakura Embassy to the USA and Europe
(7) Japanese Intelligence in World War II
(8) Okamoto Yukio: Genba Shugi o Tsuranuita Gaikokan

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
.

....................................................................................................

New reviews
www.japansociety.org.uk/resources/the-japan-society-review

Archive
http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html

We are grateful to our regular reviewers:

Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Simon Cotterill
William Farr
Fumiko Halloran
Mikihiro Maeda

Susan Meehan
Takahiro Miyao
Ian Nish
Ben-Ami Shillony
Tomohiko Taniguchi

....................................................................................................

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
.

The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

Professor Ian Nish kicks off our last issue of 2009 with 
an article on Roger Dingman’s fascinating new book on 
how the US Navy & Marine Corps trained its interpreters 
and translators during the Second World War. Professor 
Dingman demonstrates how this highly significant and 
normally overlooked part of the war effort had a long term 
and profound impact on post-war Japan, producing a 
host of prominent Japan specialists such as Donald Keene, 
Ted de Bary and John W. Hall to name but a few. Staying in 
the immediate postwar years, Sir Hugh Cortazzi reviews a 
book on British and American policy towards China, Korea 
and Japan in the period up to the outbreak of the Korean 
War. The author, Christopher Baxter, concentrates on 
Britain’s attempt to reassert its lost regional interests and 
its frustrations in dealing with America and Australia. Baxter 
provides some rich material on Anglo-American tensions 
over Japan and sheds a clinical light on a murky chapter in 
the so called “special relationship.” Susan Meehan brings 
us back to contemporary Japan with her final movie 
review from this year’s “Premiere Japan at BAFTA” event 
(see last issue for three earlier reviews). Susan gives us her 
verdict on popular actor Yakusho Koji’s debut as a director 
in a heartstring-tugging, feel-good tale of friendship and 
family love – “Toad’s Oil (ガマの油).” Keeping us in the 
present day, Fumiko Halloran gives us some surprising 
insights into the prominent politician Yoichi Masuzoe, 
who many tip as a potential future prime minister. Fumiko 
assesses his political beliefs through his thought-provoking 
and candid work “Nagata-cho vs. Kasumigaseki.” Sir Hugh 
Cortazzi gives his opinion of “The Sixty-Nine Stations of the 
Kisokaido” which presents a collection of prints by Utagawa 
Hiroshige and Keisai Eisen, two of the outstanding artists 
of the late Edo period. William Farr tells us why he thinks 
Shizuka Tendo’s 2006 autobiographical “Yakuza Moon:  
Memoirs of a Gangster’s Daughter” is worthy of note. We 
also look at the bilingual history book “Nihon no Rekishi 
wo Eigode Yomu” and the revealing yarn of investment 
banking woe “How I Caused the Credit Crunch: An Insider’s 
Story of the Financial Meltdown.”
Sean Curtin

Issue 24 Volume 4 Number 6 (December 2009)
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Contents
(1) Deciphering the Rising Sun: Navy and Marine Corps Codebreakers,     
       Translators and Interpreters in the Pacific War 
(2) The Great Power Struggle in East Asia, 1944-50
(3) Toad’s Oil (ガマの油)
(4) Nagata-cho vs. Kasumigaseki (永田町ＶＳ霞が関)
(5) Yakuza Moon
(6) The Sixty-Nine Stations of the Kisokaido - Hiroshige/Eisen
(7)  Reading Japanese History in English (日本の歴史を英語で読む)
(8)  How I Caused the Credit Crunch: An Insider’s Story of  
        the Financial Meltdown
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Deciphering the Rising 
Sun: Navy and Marine 
Corps Codebreakers, 
Translators and 
Interpreters in the 
Pacific War 
by Roger Dingman
Naval Institute Press, 
Annapolis, 2009, 340 
pages, including notes, 
bibliography and index 
ISBN 10: 1591142113 
Hardcover , £18.99
Review by Ian Nish

Professor Dingman has based this enlightening study on 
extended interviews with former officers in the US Navy 
and Marine Corps who are now in their upper 80s. But he 
has also made much use of the unpublished memoirs to 
be found in the Navy Language School Collection in the 
Norlin Library, University of Colorado at Boulder where 
they were trained. It is a tribute to the US government – 
and the British for that matter – that they appreciated the 
importance of training linguists during the Asia-Pacific war 
and had the foresight to recruit and train personnel not of 
Japanese ancestry to study the Japanese language with a 
view to serving as language officers. Dingman concludes 
that it was a successful experiment and draws a painful 
parallel with the Bush administration’s decision to invade 
Iraq: “In June 2002 America teetered on the cusp of a war 
in Iraq that has lasted longer than the titanic struggle 
which the World War II language officers fought... It led to 
swift military victory, but true peace has proven elusive in 
the disastrously mismanaged, occupation that followed... 
those in our armed forces charged with carrying out their 
orders lacked knowledge of Iraq’s history and culture and 
of the language of its people. (pp. 249-50)”
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Mental Health Challenges 
Facing Contemporary 
Japanese Society – The 
‘Lonely People,’
by Yuko Kawanishi
Global Oriental, 2009, 175 
pages including index and 
bibliography
Hardcover,  £30
ISBN: 978-1-906876-00-5
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

One of the main problems for Japanese today is that 
they take themselves too seriously.  But is this not true 
of other peoples and does the diagnosis help?  Our 
personalities are all conditioned not only by our genes 
but also by our environment including family and the 
traditional values we absorb.  
Dr Kawanishi, who attended universities in California, 
Boston and Kyoto and has specialized in social psychology, 

describes in this interesting book many of the stresses and 
strains of modern Japanese life and analyses the factors 
which have led to mental breakdowns and suicides.  It 
has taken a long time for Japanese generally to recognize 
that mental health needs to be treated with as much 
seriousness as physical health.  The Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Labour (page 54) reports that “three quarters 
of those suffering from depression are not receiving 
any treatment.” Dr Kawanishi notes that “There is an old 
Japanese saying that emphasizes the importance of being 
resilient: one should keep going even though falling 
seven times by picking oneself up eight times.” In Britain 
also for far too long the stresses and strains of modern 
life were treated as flaws or weakness of character rather 
than problems of mental health. The answer was thought 
to lie in calling for the sufferer to show a stiff upper lip.  
It was only towards the end of the First World War that 
shell-shock was recognized as a mental illness and did 
not amount to cowardice. We have moved on from such 
simple analyses and Dr Kawanishi shows that Japanese 
opinion has also progressed, although probably not as far 
as in some other developed societies.

The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

In this issue we focus on various aspects of changing 
Japan. September 2009 itself heralded in seismic 
political change with the first non-Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) Prime Minister since Tomiichi Murayama 
back in 1996, and more significantly the first unified 
opposite party to take power since the formation 
of the LDP in 1955. To mark such a pivotal moment 
Fumiko Halloran reviews several recent Japanese 
language books about the new Democratic Party of 
Japan government, its leader Yukio Hatoyama and 
potential future Prime Minister Katsuya Okada, the 
new no-nonsense Foreign Minister. These books were 
written before the DPJ’s landslide victory in the 30th 
August general election and offer some fascinating 
insights into the new men at the political helm.

Our lead review looks at the state of mental health 
in Japan, a much neglected subject, but one which 
has become increasingly important as rapid socio-
economic change continues to batter Japanese 
society. Sir Hugh Cortazzi and Sandra Lawman each 
offer their own insightful review of Yuko Kawanishi’s 
new cutting edge book. Ian Nish and Roger Buckley 
review some significant books of recent years, while 
Peter Gysin examines a fascinating new publication on 
the impact of the Russo-Japanese war on Japan.

Sean Curtin

Issue 22 Volume 4 Number 4 (September 2009)
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We kick off our first issue of 2010 reviewing a fascinating 
new book by George Olcott, “Conflict and Change: 
Foreign Ownership and the Japanese Firm.” The author 
looks at three foreign owned Japanese companies 
and compares them to three regular firms. The book 
provides some thought-provoking insights into 
Japanese employment patterns, gender equality, 
attitudes towards shareholders along with a host of 
other topics. As a byproduct key characteristics of the 
contemporary Japanese company are highlighted, 
making this an extremely useful piece of research. 
Moving further afield, “Japan’s Silk Road Diplomacy” 
is a new work on Tokyo’s foreign policy toward the 
still relatively little known Central Asian states. Japan’s 
involvement in this increasingly important geopolitical 
region has intensified in recent years, culminating in 
2006 with a visit by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
to Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. This book explains 
Tokyo’s regional involvement to date and how it is 
likely to develop. Fumiko Halloran explores the new 
and immensely popular four volume tale by Toyoko 
Yamazaki, “Doomed Man” (運命の人). Yamazaki weaves 
a really gripping tale out of the so called “Nishiyama 
Incident” involving the leaking of some confidential 
documents relating to the secret political agreement 
which helped to secure the return of Okinawa. She 
also writes about the sad history of Okinawa, linking it 
to the current controversy about relocating Futenma 
base. Susan Meehan gives us her verdict on the award-
winning documentary movie Gaea Girls, which follows 
the incredibly grueling training of a group of would-be 
Japanese women wrestlers. Sir Hugh Cortazzi rounds 
off this issue with a look at a new book on the painter 
Alfred East.

Sean Curtin

Issue 25 Volume 5 Number 1 (February 2010)
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Conflict and Change: 
Foreign Ownership and 
the Japanese Firm
by George Olcott
Cambridge University Press, 
2009, 279 pages including 
index, Hardcover £55.00  
ISBN 978-0-521-87870-8
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Three firms were studied 
by George Olcott in this 
well researched book, these 
were Shinsei Bank (formerly 
the Long Term Credit Bank), 

Chugai Pharmaceutical Co and Nissan. He compares the trio 
of firms, which are controlled by foreign capital, with three 
firms in the same lines of business which are not identified. 

The main themes (chapters) cover how different Japanese 
firms are in their recruitment and training, lifetime employment 
and career patterns, reward systems, female employees, as 
well as organisation and the decision-making process. The 
study is only concerned with white-collar workers.

Olcott in his introduction tells readers how when he was 
working for S.G. Warburg in Tokyo one Japanese company 
asked him to give advice on a brochure they had prepared for 
foreign investors.  When he looked at the draft he was struck 
by the absence of any reference to shareholders. When he 
pointed this out, his Japanese interlocutors said “Naruhodo” 
[Oh yes, of course, but it had not been of course for them 
in the past!].  In the last few years Japanese firms have been 
forced to pay greater attention to shareholders but many 
Japanese firms, like some British banks, although in their case 
it is only the top employees and directors for whom the bank 
seems to be run, still seem to be managed primarily for the 
employees. 

Japanese firms have been forced by the bursting of the 
bubble and increased competition to modify the post-war 
structure of life-long employment, decision-making by 
consensus through the “ringi” system, payment largely by 
seniority, and subordination of women. One modification 
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As spring finally bursts forth and election fever grips the 
British media, we present another issue brimming with 
illuminating reviews on the latest Japan-related books 
 and movies.  Sir Hugh Cortazzi looks at a fascinating book  
on the Mongol invasion of Japan. Most readers are 
probably familiar with the so called sacred/
divine wind or kamikaze which blew the invading 
Mongol fleet off course, saving Japan. Few will 
know the more detailed historical picture this 
informative and well-researched work provides.  
 
Our next review examines the complex issues 
surrounding Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine, the Shinto 
establishment often at the epicentre of recent Sino-
Japanese tensions. The wide range of perspectives within 
this single volume provides some enlightening insights 
on this seemingly intractable issue. Ian Nish reviews a 
collection of history papers compiled in honour of Marius 
Berthus Jansen, one of the postwar pioneers of Japanese 
studies in the United States. Susan Meehan expertly 
dissects director Hirokazu Koreeda’s latest movie, “Still 
Walking,” which both powerfully and humorously 
explores the stresses and strains and of Japanese family life.  
 
Adam House offers his first review for this publication, 
looking at a book of beautifully crafted and emotive 
poems by Takako Arai. Mikihiro Maeda attempts to 
explain the elusive mechanics and philosophy behind 
Hiroyuki Itsuki’s nostalgic “My Song Story in My Life” 
while William Farr gives us his down-to-earth take on the 
controversial “The Year of No Money in Tokyo.”

Sean Curtin

Issue 26 Volume 5 Number 2 (April 2010)
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       り 昭和の青春)
(7) The Year of No Money in Tokyo

New reviews
www.japansociety.org.uk/resources/the-japan-society-review

Archive
http://www.japansociety.org.uk/reviews_archive.html

We are grateful to our regular reviewers:

Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Simon Cotterill
William Farr
Fumiko Halloran
Mikihiro Maeda

Susan Meehan
Takahiro Miyao
Ian Nish
Ben-Ami Shillony
Tomohiko Taniguchi

The Mongol Invasions of 
Japan 1274 and 1281
by Stephen Turnbull, 
illustrated by Richard 
Hook
Osprey, 2010, 96 pages , 
copious illustration.  
Paperback, £14.99 
ISBN 978 1 84603 4565
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Stephen Turnbull has specialised in the study of the samurai 
and Japanese warriors. His latest book on the Mongol 
invasions of Japan provides a colourful introduction to these 
important episodes in Japanese medieval history. Turnbull 
has drawn not only on published studies by previous 
scholars but also on translations which he has made from 
the Hachiman Gudōkan, a work “believed to date from not 
long after the invasions as it was intended to be used as a 
lever to obtain rewards [for the samurai fighters against the 
invaders] from Kamakura” where the bakufu then had its 
headquarters with Hōjō Tokimune controlling the nominal 
shogun.  This account is “complemented by the text and 
illustrations of the famous Mōko Shūrai Ekotoba (Mongol 
Invasions Scroll), the painted scrolls with accompanying 
narrative commissioned by an ambitious samurai called 
Takezaki Suenaga who sought reward for his services.
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon 

Since  the last issue both Japan and the UK have new Prime 
Ministers, although some might argue that each country’s 
fortunes in the World Cup had a bigger impact on the national 
psyche. We reviewed several Japanese language books on 
now former PM Yukio Hatoyama in issue 22 and hope to 
soon bring you a review of one of the recently published 
books on Naoto Kan (菅直人の原点を探る). 

This issue’s feature reviews focus on the war and its aftermath, 
a much more turbulent and complex time than the current 
political upheavals. Sir Hugh Cortazzi looks at a fascinating new 
book Demystifying Pearl Harbor – A New Perspective from 
Japan. It is an English translation of Takeo Iguchi’s acclaimed 
2009 book Kaisen Shinwa [開戦神話]. Next, we shine a clinical 
spotlight on Caroline Rose’s excellently researched Sino-
Japanese Relations: Facing the Past, Looking to the Future? 
Dr. Rose examines the long shadow cast over Sino-Japanese 
relations by historical disputes about the war and its impact 
on the postwar era. Akira Sugino, in his first review for us, takes 
an emotive look at a thought-provoking Japanese language 
book I Survived For All That (それでもぼくは生きぬいた). It 
comprises a series of memoirs and oral histories given by six 
former British soldiers who had languished in Japanese POW 
Camps. 

In an in-depth review Kiyoshi Ikemi analyzes the collaborative 
work When Rover Met Honda, which charts the successful 15-
year partnership between two car industry giants. The book 
explores the gripping saga of how Eastern and Western car 
manufacturing methods were able to harmoniously blend 
to create a winning formula. It also details how this fruitful 
venture was prematurely terminated. Susan Meehan looks 
at the immensely popular Kamome Diner (かもめ食堂), an 
enchanting, captivating and beautifully-acted Japanese-
Finnish flick (also see our review in Issue 13). 

Adam House gives us his take on Hyperart: Thomasson, 
an alternative book which looks at the surreal in the world 
of the real. Our final review Prince and Princess Chichibu 
explores the lives of an international imperial couple. English-
speaking Prince Chichibu (秩父宮 雍仁) was the second son 
of the Taishō Emperor and a younger brother of the Shōwa 
Emperor. Princess Chichibu, who was known as Setsuko 
Matsudaira before marriage, was born in Walton on Thames, 
England in 1909. Her father, Tsuneo Matsudaira (松平恒雄), 
was a top Japanese diplomat, who served as ambassador to 
the United States (from 1924) and later to Great Britain (from 
1928). She had a very international upbringing and during 
the period her father was US ambassador, she studied at the 
Sidwell Friends School in Washington, D.C. (1925-1928). The 
imperial couple’s griping life story captures the dilemmas 
many faced during the war.  

Sean Curtin

Issue 27 Volume 5 Number 3 (June 2010)
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Demystifying Pearl Harbor 
A New Perspective from 
Japan
by Takeo Iguchi
translated by David Noble
I-House Press, Tokyo, 2010. 
343 pages including index and 
bibliography, 
ISBN: 978-4-903452-19-7
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
“This is an extremely valuable 
addition to the literature on 
Japan’s Pearl Harbor attack” 

declares Professor Akira Iriye of Harvard University in his 
foreword to this English edition of Kaisen Shinwa [開戦神
話], published by Chūō Kōen Shinsha in 2008.  The author 
in his preface acknowledges the help of such British scholars 
as Ian Nish and quotes from Antony Best.  It is based on 
considerable research into the original documents and 
personal knowledge of some of those involved on the 
Japanese side.

It is a fascinating account of the events leading up to the 
Japanese attack on the United States and Britain in December 
1941 and is essential reading for anyone interested in the 
origins of what the Japanese refer to as the Pacific War. The 
story begins with Iguchi Takeo’s boyhood in Washington 
where his father was Counsellor to the Japanese Embassy 
at the outset of the war.  It recounts the internment of 
Japanese officials in the United States in conditions, which 
compared favourably with those applied to American and 
British diplomats in Japan, and their return to Japan via 
Lourenço Marques and Japanese occupied Singapore. 

Susan Meehan
Takahiro Miyao
Ian Nish
Ben-Ami Shillony
Tomohiko Taniguchi
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As life in both Japan and the UK takes on a more relaxing 
summer tempo, we offer you a simulating selection of books 
to enjoy during the warm August nights. Elizabeth Ingrams 
explores Lesley Downer’s gripping new historical novel The 
Courtesan and the Samurai. This historical tale is set on the 
borderline of the Edo and Meiji Periods, two eras which form 
the backdrop for several of our reviews. Downer weaves her 
narrative in the turbulent years 1868-9 and tells the story of 
Hana, a 17-year-old daughter of a samurai caught up in the 
civil war (also see Anna Davis’ review of Downer’s The Last 
Concubine in Issue 13). 
Staying in the same period, Sir Hugh Cortazzi guides us 
through the Art of Edo Japan, the Artist and the City 1615-
1868. This fascinating work surveys the activities of several 
artists in their physical and socio-economic environments. It 
is packed full of exquisite prints and provides insights into the 
development of the Kano and Tosa schools of painting. It also 
looks at famous individual painters like Kōkan Shiba, Hokuei 
Shunkōsai, Kōrin Ogata, Kōetsu Hon’ami, Sōtatsu Tawaraya 
and Jakuchū Itō while also reminding us of the influence of 
Dutch studies (rangaku) on Japanese artists. 
Ian Nish reviews an important new Japanese language book 
Why Did the Greater East Asian War Happen? – The Economic 
and Political History of Pan-Asianism by Professor Masataka 
Matsuura. The author systematically dissects pan-Asianism 
from a political and economic perspective in a highly detailed 
study stretching to over 1100 pages and including 200 pages 
of endnotes. A swathe of the book is devoted to the activities 
of General Iwane Matsui, the Greater Asia Association and 
analysing the thinking of right-wing groups and officers. This 
is a masterly document-based study, offering many new 
perspectives on the causes of the conflict and making an 
important contribution to the study of this period. 
Michael Heazle and Nick Knight explore some of the 
aftermath from the war in China-Japan Relations in the 
Twenty-First Century: Creating a Future Past? A central theme 
of this thought-provoking work is the importance of historic 
memory on Sino-Japanese relations, and how it relates to 
each nation’s contemporary perspective of the other, shaping 
their future outlook. This first-rate original work sets bilateral 
ties in a multi-dimensional context, covers an impressive 
range of topics and offers superb cutting-edge insights on 
East Asia’s pivotal bilateral relationship. 
Susan Meehan checks out the anime movie Perfect Blue, a 
tension-packed tale with a hard to predict plot. The heroine, 
pop idol Mima Kirigoe, gives up her successful singing career 
for acting, taking a small role in the TV drama “Double Bind.”  It’s 
at this point that the gripping storyline becomes increasingly 
complicated, fact and fiction appear to merge, and events 
spiral out of control with a series of gruesome murders. 
Adam House looks at Shot by Both Sides an imaginative, 
moving and enigmatic narrative by Goto Meisei which is 
reminiscent of James Joyce’s Ulysses. The novel follows the

Issue 28 Volume 5 Number 4 (August 2010)
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The Courtesan and  
the Samurai
by Lesley Downer
Bantam Press, 2010, 
352 pages.
ISBN-10:0593057937, 
£12.99
Review by Elizabeth Ingrams
“The Courtesan and the Samurai” 
is the second book in a series of 
historical fiction by Lesley Downer 

set in 1860s Japan. This novel is set in 1868-9, a particularly 
turbulent year, covering the civil war between the shogunate 
forces, or “northerners,” and the imperial Japanese forces, or 
“southerners” as the two sides are simply called in the novel. This 
period is usually known as the Meiji Restoration.  
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narrator’s thought stream on his pilgrimage-like attempt to 
track down his old overcoat.  
This is a first rate translation of the awarding winning Goto’s 
novel by Tom Gill, who deserves a huge amount of praise for 
bringing this intriguing work into the English language world. 
We round off this issue with a peek at elaborate Meiji period 
ivory carvings examined in The Golden Age of Japanese 
Okimono. Ivory carving requires amazing skill combined with 
patience and the exquisite illustrations in this book show the 
fantastic craftsmanship of Japanese carvers in the Meiji era.  
Sean Curtin 
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Britain and Japan: 
Biographical Portraits VII 
Complied & Edited by 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Global Oriental and the Japan 
Society, 2010, 665 pages, 
£50.00 
ISBN: 978-1906876265
Review by Sean Curtin
This is another superb volume 
in the Biographical Portraits 
series which profiles people 
who have contributed to 

enhancing Anglo-Japanese relations. In this impressive 
publication, edited by Sir Hugh Cortazzi, the achievements 
of 44 diverse individuals are chronicled ranging from Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain to the Nobel Prize winning 
playwright George Bernard Shaw. There are also five 
additional essays focusing on Anglo-Japanese related topics 
which include Japanese garden designers (by Jill Raggett), 
architecture (by Anna Basham), football (by Derek Bleakley), 
an engaging memoir on what life was like for British diplomats 
in Tokyo during 1941 (by Douglas Busk) and a stimulating 
historical piece on horse racing (by Roger Buckley). 

Any review of this absorbing book, which represents the 
research of almost 40 different writers, cannot possibly do 
justice to its 47 fact-packed, informative chapters. One can 
only hope at best to scratch the surface and illuminate a small 
fraction of the excellent articles presented in this substantive 
scholarly work. Each reader will find their own personal 
favourite essays, which are divided into 10 sections  exploring 
the accomplishments of such well known personalities as the 
philosopher and writer Bertrand Russell, who was singularly 
unimpressed by Japan (page 261), to relatively obscure 

Mikihiro Maeda
Susan Meehan
Ian Nish
Ben-Ami Shillony
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The theme of this issue is biographies and memoirs, 
offering a fest of fascinating new books looking at a host of 
extraordinary Japan-related lives. Our first review is of Britain 
and Japan: Biographical Portraits VII which is another superb 
volume in the acclaimed Biographical Portraits series that 
profiles people who have contributed to enhancing Anglo-
Japanese relations. This seventh volume in a series, which 
also includes publications such as Britain and Japan 1859-
1991: Themes and Personalities and Japan Experiences: Fifty 
Years, One Hundred Views Post-War Japan Through British 
Eyes, 1945-2000, is again edited by Sir Hugh Cortazzi. It charts 
the achievements of 44 diverse individuals, the chronicles 
ranging from Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain to the 
Nobel Prize winning playwright George Bernard Shaw.
Our second book, Private Yokoi’s War and Life on Guam, 
1944-1972, is a gripping tale of hardship and fortitude telling 
how Private Yokoi, who was sent to Guam in March 1944, 
refused to stand down after Japan’s defeat in 1945. Instead of 
surrendering, he spent 27 years hiding in the island’s jungle 
until his captured in January 1972. 
In My Work: 10 Years as the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees and Construction of Peace (私の仕事 ― 国連難民
高等弁務官の十年と平和の構築) Fumiko Halloran looks at 
Sadako Ogata’s Japanese language account of her turbulent 
decade as the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). Ogata faced immense challenges with 
a worldwide refugee problem of over 15 million people in 
countries ranging from Albania to Rwanda. 
Next, Susan Meehan explores the soul-searching film 
portraying teenage angst How to Become Myself (あした
の私のつくり方). It attempts to capture the elusive essence 
of what make us a distinctive individual in our formative 
adolescent years. It’s a fictional biographical film that also 
resonates with adults making us recall our own teenage trials 
and tribulations. Hugh Purser reviews A Life in Aikido: The 
Biography of Founder Morihei Ueshiba, which is the official 
English language biography of Morihei Ueshiba, Aikido’s 
founding father. It details his life, the formation of his religious 
teachings and his legacy. This issue rounds off with a look at 
So Lovely A Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of 
Japanese Writers by Donald Keene. As the title implies, this 
book looks at the diaries of some of Japan’s best known, as 
well as not so well known, wartime writers and their attitudes 
towards the Pacific War and its traumatic aftermath.  

Moving away from our theme, the final review looks at a 
photographic catalogue of buildings by modern Japanese 
architects together with descriptive commentaries. Project 
Japan and Art Media, Edo to Now also contains some essays 
on Japanese architecture.

Sean Curtin
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The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon
Production Assistant: Abbie Martin
In this issue we focus on contemporary Japanese themes with 
reviews examining the current state of gender equality, politics, 
social issues, foreign policy and modern architecture. We also have 
a retrospective report on the exhibition of prehistoric Japanese 
miniature clay figurines held at the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts 
in Norwich during the summer of 2010. Our first review explores 
The New Paradox for Japanese Women: Greater Choice, Greater 
Inequality, a thought provoking book analyzing the social inequality 
experienced by women in today’s Japan. The position of Japanese 
women is compared with that of men, producing a not especially 
positive set of results. Despite the 1985 Equal Employment 
Opportunity Law women still significantly lag behind men in all 
major areas, especially political representation, while working 
women still do most domestic chores and child care. Next we delve 
into an impressive study, Koizumi and Japanese Politics: Reform 
Strategies and Leadership Style, which meticulously dissects the 
highly successful administration of Junichiro Koizumi (April 2001 to 
September 2006). Since his departure, no Japanese prime minister 
has lasted longer than a year. Why was Koizumi able to deliver 
strong leadership and make significant reforms? Koizumi’s policies, 
institutional reforms and flamboyant political style are all scrutinized 
in depth. Fumiko Halloran looks at Rapid Changes in Diplomacy 
(外交激変), a Japanese language book looking at the dynamics of 
foreign policy from ministry insider Shunji Yanai’s perspective. He is 
a former Ambassador to the United States who during his 41 year-
long career found himself at the centre of many key diplomatic 
moments including (to name a few) the negotiations on the return 
of Okinawa, the first Gulf War, Japan’s participation in the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Operations (PKO), Tokyo’s failure to attain a 
permanent seat on the UN Security Council and the Iraqi invasion. Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi gives his verdict on Living Japan, Essays on Everyday 
Life in Contemporary Society, a work comprising seventy short 
essays which explore various aspects of the everyday life of ordinary 
Japanese people. Its vivid firsthand accounts from a Japanese 
viewpoint provide some fascinating insights into Japan and its 
people. Susan Meehan shares her thoughts on the highly popular 
‘Unearthed’ exhibition which was held at the Sainsbury Centre 
for Visual Arts in Norwich during summer 2010. At its heart was a 
collection of over 100 prehistoric miniature clay figurines including 
many hailing from Japan called ‘dogū’ (土偶) meaning clay spirits, 
which were mainly from the Jōmon (縄文時代) era (about14,000 
to 300BC). Our final review, New Architecture in Japan, takes us 
back to the present day. This work is an introductory survey of new 
architecture in Japan featuring buildings by well known Japanese 
architects such as Tadao Ando as well as projects by new young 
architects and by international practices. Using some excellent 
photography, it looks at new architectural ideas and themes in 
Japan covering a wide variety of public and private buildings 
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The New Paradox for Japanese 
Women: Greater Choice, 
Greater Inequality
Toshiaki Tachibanaki 
(橘木 俊詔)
translated by Mary E. Foster
House Press, Tokyo, 2010, 290 pages 
including index, references and 
tables
ISBN 978-4-903452-18-0
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

“Japan suffers today from a high inequality in income 
distribution and a lack of equal opportunity. Simply put, 
Japan is a class society.” These are the thought-provoking first 
words of this sociological study by Professor Tachibanaki of  
Doshisha University in Kyoto. He has studied widely both in 
North America and Europe and is a recognized authority on 
economic issues.

Professor Tachibanaki points out that “Japan has long been 
considered a society where all people are middle class” but 
“Japan has become a society of increasing social inequality. 
This is evidenced by the widening gap between rich and poor 
and the development of rigid social classes.”

The main theme of this book is the increasing social 
inequality among women in Japan. But especially in his first 
chapter entitled “The Gender Gap,” he also compares the 
position of Japanese women with that of Japanese men. 
The Equal Employment Opportunity Law was introduced in 
1985 “to ban discrimination against women and has been 
strengthened since.” However, as Professor Tachibanaki 
notes, in Japan “laws may be strict, but the actual observance 
and enforcement is lax (page 26).”  There are few Japanese 
women in managerial posts and fewer women than men 
go on to higher education. Moreover Japanese women 
who do go on to university tend to take shorter courses 
and generally study humanities and arts subjects.  In this 
context he affirms that “there is no basis for the belief that 
boys are innately better at mathematics and science than 
girls (page 74).” He notes on page 83 that “Discrimination 
against women is an indisputable fact of life in many areas  
of Japanese society.”  He declares (page 85) that  
“Discrimination against women exists in hiring and  

....................................................................................................
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The Japan Society Review  
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon
In our first issue of 2011 we focus on various aspects of Japanese 
militarism in the past century with some really stimulating articles. 
Our first review, The Japanese in War and Peace 1942-48, provides 
some fascinating insights into some of the most turbulent years in 
the country’s history. In his youth, Professor Ian Nish was a member of 
the British Occupation Force in Japan, part of the Allied Occupation 
following the end of the war. In this book he describes his experiences 
from 1946–48, including his postings to Matsuyama and Uwajima, 
and his observations on the emerging new Japan. During this time 
he collected a number of documents which form a focus of the 
study. They throw light on the attitudes of the Japanese people in 
the final two critical years of the war and the equally decisive first 
two postwar years. We next look at Japanese militarism through the 
eyes of a young Indian man, Ramesh Benegal (1926 -2003), who was 
seventeen when the Japanese captured British-occupied Burma. In 
Burma to Japan with Azad Hind: A war memoir (1941-5) he gives us 
a riveting first-person account, telling his extraordinary adventures in 
Burma and Japan. As a cadet with the Indian National Army he was 
sent to Japan for military training. We follow his travels on land, sea 
and air from Burma to Thailand, Singapore and Japan, where his 
journey ends with Japan’s defeat. Our next book, War and Militarism in 
Modern Japan, Issues of History and Identity, comprises a collection of 
essays presented at a 2007 conference in tribute to Professor Ben-Ami 
Shillony upon his retirement. It is in three parts, the first section looks 
at aspects of war and militarism in modern Japan while the second 
focuses on identity inferred from war-related historical events and 
phenomena. The last part critically explores “conscious and intentional 
acts of identity formation” that were affected by war. Rounding off 
this issue’s theme we look at competing interpretations of military 
history in Barry Gough’s Historical Dreadnoughts: Marder, Roskill and 
the Battles for Naval History. Ian Nish examines this joint biography of 
two of the most renowned naval historians of the Twentieth Century, 
Arthur Marder, author of the acclaimed “The Anatomy of British Sea 
Power” and Captain Stephen Roskill, a professional sailor and author 
of the three-volume “The War at Sea, 1939-45.” Both writers analyzed 
Britain’s problem in using its naval resources to defend its empire 
against Japan, coming to different conclusions, and leading to a major 
academic feud that the book explores. Moving away from war and 
into the swinging sixties, Susan Meehan looks at the beautifully filmed 
Norwegian Wood directed by the Franco-Cambodian director Tran 
Anh Hung and based on Haruki Murakami’s 1987 cult novel of the 
same name. It brilliantly captures the essence of the period from the 
novel while adding some fantastic cinematography and a wonderful 
soundtrack. Sir Hugh Cortazzi gives us his view of Edmund de Waal’s 
The Hare with Amber Eyes, A Hidden Inheritance, a convoluted and 
gripping tale about 264 antique netsuke figures. The author recounts 
how the collection was originally purchased by one of his ancestors 
in Paris during the height of the late Nineteenth Century craze for 
things Japanese, then transferred to Vienna, subsequently rescued 
from the Nazis by Anna, his great grandmother’s maid, returned to 
Japan with his great uncle and eventually made its way to his London 
home. Professor Ruth Taplin’s Intellectual Property, Innovation and 
Management in Emerging Economies is a thought-provoking book 
which argues that the development of a robust intellectual property 
rights (IPRs) framework is fundamental to long-term economic 
success. Packed full of fascinating case studies, this absorbing book 
graphically illustrates how an underdeveloped IPR framework can be 
a significant economic disadvantage and demonstrates how Kenya 
lost out to Japan in an IP dispute over a traditional Kenyan basket 
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The Japanese in War and Peace 
1942-48, Selected Documents 
from a Translator’s In-tray
by Ian Nish
Global Oriental, 2011, 454 pages 
including index and appendices
£68.00
ISBN 978-1-905246-87-8
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Ian Nish, Professor Emeritus in International History at LSE, 
spent two years with the British Commonwealth Occupation 
Force in Japan from 1946-48. He arrived in Kure in October 
1946 as an interpreter-translator attached to the Combined 
Services Direct Interrogation Centre (CSDIC) with the rank 
of 2nd Lieutenant in the Intelligence Corps. In this book 
Professor Nish briefly describes his experiences in Japan. This 
included a stint in Matsuyama and Uwajima in Shikoku where 
he was very much on his own.

In the appendices he gives a selection of documents which 
came into his possession while he was working in Japan. He 
also comments on aspects of the war with Japan and the 
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called a kiondo. In our final review Adam House takes us through The 
Moon over the Mountain and Other Stories which is the first collection 
of stories by Atsushi Nakajima (中島 敦) to appear in English, translated 
by Paul McCarthy and Nobuko Ochner. The stories were originally 
published in Japan in 1942-1943 and are mainly set in ancient China.
Sean Curtin
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The Japan Society Review  
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon
Layout & Production Assistants: Arthur Comets/Abbie Martin

In this issue we focus on Japanese religious thought, 
philosophy and ideology, covering Japan’s two main 
religions (Buddhism and Shinto) as well as Christianity and 
some lesser known ideologies. Sir Hugh Cortazzi examines 
the ideology surrounding the tea ceremony which is 
explored by Tim Cross in a thought-provoking new study. 
While superficially the tea ceremony seems an innocuous, 
sedate affair the symbolism underpinning some aspects 
of it have been used in the past to promote and reinforce 
nationalist ideologies and the concept of Japanese 
uniqueness. Ben-Ami Shillony analyzes Jacob Kovalio’s 
work on Japanese anti-Semitic thought in the 1920s, a topic 
many readers will probably know little about. The Japanese 
brand of anti-Semitism lacked the religious and social 
dynamics of its more toxic Western counterpart, so evolved 
differently in Japan. As its title suggested the study focuses 
on the forged documents known as The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion and their impact in Japan. For example, in 
1924 a Buddhist nationalist leader actually ran for the Lower 
House of the Diet on an anti-Semitic platform, astonishingly 
accusing both the Jews and the Freemasons of being part 
of an international conspiracy. Kovalio also looks at those 
Japanese academics who vigorously challenged these 
views. We next turn our gaze to Shinto. John Breen and 
Mark Teeuwen’s excellently researched A New History 
of Shinto furnishes us with a masterfully constructed and 
stimulating overview of Japan’s indigenous religion. The 
authors take us from its misty origins and earliest recorded 
writings in the Kojiki (古事記) and Nihon Shoki (日本書紀) to 
present day issues. Andrew Webb looks at a new volume of 
essays and commentaries on the Japanese spiritual classic, 
the Tannisho (歎異抄), which is the most famous text of the 
Jodo Shinshu (浄土真宗), more commonly known as True 
Pure Land School or ‘Shin Buddhist’ tradition. Remaining in 
the realm of Buddhism we explore Portraits of Chōgen, The 
Transformation of Buddhist Art in early Medieval Japan 
by John M. Rosenfield. This impressive new study explores 
the development of Buddhist art and meticulously charts 
the changing styles of Buddhist sculpture. It is packed full 
of beautiful pictures and excellent commentaries. Fumiko 
Halloran rounds off this issue with an in-depth and highly 
stimulating review of the insightful and best-selling 
Japanese language novel by Yasuhisa Ebisawa about the 
lives of descendants of Japanese Christians in the 1860s. 
Sean Curtin
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The Ideologies of Japanese 
Tea: Subjectivity, Transience & 
National Identity
by Tim Cross
Global Oriental, 2009, 312 pages 
including index, bibliography and 
notes, €77 
ISBN 978-1-905246-74-8 
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

Tim Cross, who teaches courses related to tea, noh and 
contemporary literature in Kyushu, is a practitioner of tea 
as well as of noh singing and dancing.

Cross explains that his book “maps how the pleasures of 
tea were useful in the invention of a particular form of 
Japaneseness.  Tea precepts such as purity, harmony and 
respectful appreciation of social stability will be shown to 
be coercive forces that became keywords in the official 
definition of wartime Japanese identity, a sacrament that 
demanded the ultimate sacrifice.” This thought is further 
explained by Andrew Cobbing of Nottingham University 
who has written an introduction entitled “Tea, Aesthetics 
and Power.” In this he says: “At first glance, the aesthetic 
imagery surrounding the tea ceremony seems innocent 
enough: transience, ephemerality, purification and the 
beauty of cherry blossoms falling in their prime. Yet in 
the context of military conflict, embodied within this 
symbolism is a potentially lethal discourse of transience 
with a practical application in the theatre of war.”

Cross begins with a description of “twenty-first century tea.” 
This is followed by a chapter entitled “Inventing the nation, 
Japanese culture politicizes nature” in which he notes 
that for tea masters “all flowers are not created equal.” Tea 
masters do not care for flowers that remain long in bloom. 
The next chapter is headed “Lethal Transience” in which 
Cross argues among other things that “This other world of 
tea allowed Japaneseness to be defined in a manner that 
blurred the boundaries between the worlds of nature and 
society.” He notes that the famous cherry blossom at Yoshino 
not only announce the arrival of spring but “link imperial 
power, martial struggles for power and natural divinity.” 
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: Jennifer Anderson
Layout & Production Assistant: Arthur Comets

In this issue we explore Japan’s involvement in Manchuria with four 
reviews looking at books covering different aspects of this period and its 
bitter aftermath. Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931 and set up the puppet 
state of Manshūkoku (満州国) into which there was a massive influx of 
Japanese colonists. By the time Tokyo surrendered in 1945 about 1.5 
million Japanese civilians had been encouraged to settle in the colony. 
Upon Tokyo’s capitulation, the Soviets immediately attacked Japanese 
forces in Manchuria resulting in chaos which left tens of thousands of 
Japanese women and children stranded in China. Today this group of 
abandon Japanese are generally referred to as the zanryu-hojin (残留邦
人) and are the subject of Yeeshan Chan’s superbly researched new book. 
Most abandoned children were adopted by poor Chinese peasant families 
and absorbed into the local population while young Japanese women 
were forced to marry local men. In her book the author examines the life 
histories of a number of zanryu-hojin and their families. Most suffered 
great poverty and hardships in the immediate postwar decades and it 
was not until they were allowed to return to Japan in the 1980s and 1990s 
that their economic situation changed. Chan also looks at the impact 
these people are having on Japan and China today. It is estimated that in 
Japan zanryu-hojin and their extended families number at least 100,000. 
Fumiko Halloran looks at a book on the plight of Japanese prisoners of war 
who were captured by the Soviets in Manchuria. The number of POWs is 
estimated to be well over 600,000 many of whom were sent to Siberia 
and other parts of the Soviet Union. Although the American and Soviet 
governments concluded an agreement in 1946 to return the POWs within 
a year, the USSR endlessly delayed the process and it was not until 1956 
that the last 811 survivors returned to Japan. At least 60,000 Japanese died 
from hard labour, hunger, and illness. The book Falling Blossom depicts 
the real life story of Kiyoshi Suzuki who was captured by the Soviets in 
Manchuria. Kiyoshi, who was working as an interpreter attached to a 
railway regiment defending the Southern Manchurian Railways Company 
(南満州鉄道株式会社), was shipped off to the Russian mining town of 
Raychikhinsk.  He and the other POWs were put in cattle sheds despite 
freezing temperatures. Harsh conditions and a lack of food took a terrible 
total on the captivities and like so many young men Kiyoshi eventually 
succumbed to illness and died. Kiyofumi Kato’s impressive reference work 
examines the Southern Manchurian Railways Company, which was a key 
component of Japanese colonial rule. The company, which was far more 
than just a railway, had a profound economic and political impact on the 
region’s development. At the time of its demise the railway ran or owned 
71 companies with 340,000 employees, including 248,000 Chinese and 
Russians. The book is packed with maps, diagrams, photos along with a 
detailed chronology of the company and its structure. 

Moving away from Manchuria, Susan Meehan looks at a disturbing and 
complex movie which follows the trail of death and destruction wrought 
by Yuichi Shimizu, the villain (Akunin) of the title. The movie explores 
loneliness, the desperate longing to be loved, the pain and fear of losing 
love and the ambivalence of good and evil. Sir Hugh Cortazzi rounds off 
this issue with a look at a new work on the British Museum’s extensive 
collection of Japanese prints (ukiyo-e). Dr Ellis Tinios has selected a 
wide variety of Japanese prints for this richly illustrated volume which 
includes well known as well as lesser known prints in the collection. It is 
a fascinating survey of important aspects of Japanese prints and gives a 
fascinating account of how Japanese prints were made.
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Abandoned Japanese in 
Postwar Manchuria: The Lives of 
War Orphans and Wives in Two 
Countries
by Yeeshan Chan
Routledge (Japan Anthropology 
Workshop Series), 2011, 208 pages
ISBN: 0415591813      £85.00
Review by Sean Curtin

This is a superbly researched work about the lives and 
experiences of the Japanese women and children who 
were abandoned in Manchuria at the end of the Second 
World War. The sheer force and tragedy of most of the 
individual case studies makes it compelling reading. 
For example, in 1945 a seven year old boy, Morita, was 
trapped in Manchuria, his mother was killed in a Soviet 
attack, his father was captured and shipped to Siberia. He 
found himself in a harsh refugee camp from where he 
was adopted by a poor Chinese family and began a life 
of hardship and violence. He was repatriated to Japan in 
1985 with his wife and four children, but even then their 
lives were difficult and Mr Morita eventually died of a heart 
attack in 1994. It remained tough for his family after his 
death as a few extracts from the Morita family saga illustrate. 
His daughter, Kasumi’s mental health deteriorated after his 
death, so the mother arranged for her to marry a Chinese 
man, “but after a few months Kasumi’s husband ran away 
with their savings, aggravating Kasumi’s mental condition. 
At about the same time, the youngest son’s [Chinese] wife 
divorced him the day after her application for permanent 
residency was approved (page 73).” The book contains 
many more turbulent individual case studies and family 
histories which illustrate the harsh lives of these people 
who straddle the gulf between China and Japan.

This group of abandoned Japanese is generally referred 
to as the zanryu-hojin (残留邦人). Children are specifically 
referred to as zanryu-koji (残留孤児) meaning abandoned 
war orphans. Most were adopted by poor Chinese peasant 
families and absorbed into the local population. Some “led 
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Mental Health Challenges 
Facing Contemporary 
Japanese Society – The 
‘Lonely People,’
by Yuko Kawanishi
Global Oriental, 2009, 175 
pages including index and 
bibliography
Hardcover,  £30
ISBN: 978-1-906876-00-5
Review by Sir Hugh Cortazzi

One of the main problems for Japanese today is that 
they take themselves too seriously.  But is this not true 
of other peoples and does the diagnosis help?  Our 
personalities are all conditioned not only by our genes 
but also by our environment including family and the 
traditional values we absorb.  
Dr Kawanishi, who attended universities in California, 
Boston and Kyoto and has specialized in social psychology, 

describes in this interesting book many of the stresses and 
strains of modern Japanese life and analyses the factors 
which have led to mental breakdowns and suicides.  It 
has taken a long time for Japanese generally to recognize 
that mental health needs to be treated with as much 
seriousness as physical health.  The Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Labour (page 54) reports that “three quarters 
of those suffering from depression are not receiving 
any treatment.” Dr Kawanishi notes that “There is an old 
Japanese saying that emphasizes the importance of being 
resilient: one should keep going even though falling 
seven times by picking oneself up eight times.” In Britain 
also for far too long the stresses and strains of modern 
life were treated as flaws or weakness of character rather 
than problems of mental health. The answer was thought 
to lie in calling for the sufferer to show a stiff upper lip.  
It was only towards the end of the First World War that 
shell-shock was recognized as a mental illness and did 
not amount to cowardice. We have moved on from such 
simple analyses and Dr Kawanishi shows that Japanese 
opinion has also progressed, although probably not as far 
as in some other developed societies.

The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Toppon

In this issue we focus on various aspects of changing 
Japan. September 2009 itself heralded in seismic 
political change with the first non-Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) Prime Minister since Tomiichi Murayama 
back in 1996, and more significantly the first unified 
opposite party to take power since the formation 
of the LDP in 1955. To mark such a pivotal moment 
Fumiko Halloran reviews several recent Japanese 
language books about the new Democratic Party of 
Japan government, its leader Yukio Hatoyama and 
potential future Prime Minister Katsuya Okada, the 
new no-nonsense Foreign Minister. These books were 
written before the DPJ’s landslide victory in the 30th 
August general election and offer some fascinating 
insights into the new men at the political helm.

Our lead review looks at the state of mental health 
in Japan, a much neglected subject, but one which 
has become increasingly important as rapid socio-
economic change continues to batter Japanese 
society. Sir Hugh Cortazzi and Sandra Lawman each 
offer their own insightful review of Yuko Kawanishi’s 
new cutting edge book. Ian Nish and Roger Buckley 
review some significant books of recent years, while 
Peter Gysin examines a fascinating new publication on 
the impact of the Russo-Japanese war on Japan.

Sean Curtin
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The Japan Society Review  
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: Jack Cooke

In this issue we delve into the murky world of Japanese 
politics focusing on one of the pivotal contemporary 
figures in the nation’s ever changing political landscape, 
Ichiro Ozawa. He was instrumental in toppling the LDP 
from power in the 1993 and was the master strategist 
who brought the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) to 
power in 2009, dispatching the LDP for a second time. 
While we often think of Japanese politics as relatively 
stable, Ozawa’s career reminds how fluidic it can be 
and the complexities of the country’s political narrative. 
In four reviews, we look at Ozawa’s astonishing career 
and driving philosophy. Firstly in a fascinating and well-
researched biography by Takashi Oka who charts the 
influence Ozawa has exerted on the Japanese political 
scene since his election to the Diet in 1969. Ozawa has 
experienced periods at the top of political power as 
well as periods in the wilderness, yet he is the great 
political survivor - seemingly indestructible. The three 
other Ozawa reviews focus on his political philosophy 
and ideas, many of which still resonate today. 

Moving away from political machinations, Susan 
Meehan examines a disturbing and grim movie about 
the underside of the Japanese police. Director Gen 
Takahashi’s Confessions of a Dog is a powerful, dark and 
highly critical examination of the nation’s police force 
based on Takahashi’s own encounters with the police. 
In many respects it’s a tragedy as it charts the downfall 
of a once honest cop. On a brighter note Sir Hugh 
Cortazzi looks at Karin Breuer image-rich “Japanesque: 
The Japanese Print in the Era of Impressionism,” in 
which she explores the origins and development of 
Japanese prints, the aesthetics of ukiyo-e, the impact 
on European artists and Japanese style in American 
printmaking. Next Michael Sullivan re-examines the 
award winning and much loved movie “Departures” 
(おくりびと) which is acclaimed for its captivating 
cinematic scenery, beautiful musical score and superb 
acting. The issue is rounded off by Susan Meehan’s 
look at Hirotsugu Kawasaki monster-packed anime 
“Legend of the Millennium Dragon” (鬼神伝) and Hugh 
Cortazzi’s review of “Nuclear Dawn” by James P. Delgado. 

Sean Curtin
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2) Reform Plans for Japan (日本改造計画)
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Policy Entrepreneurship and 
Elections in Japan: A Political 
Biography of Ozawa Ichiro
by Takashi Oka
Nissan Institute / Routledge 
Japanese Studies, 2011, 210 pages 
£85 
ISBN-10: 0415587522 & ISBN-13: 
978-0415587525
Review by Sean Curtin
Love him or loathe him, but you 
certainly cannot ignore Ichiro 

Ozawa, one of Japan’s most enduring and influential 
politicians of the last few decades. Takashi Ota, veteran 
journalist and former Ozawa aid, has produced the first 
English language political biography of this pivotal figure in 
modern Japanese politics.  In this superbly researched and 
insightful work, Dr. Ota traces Ozawa’s career all the way from 
childhood to the present, charting its rollercoaster-like ups 
and downs along with the spectacular twists and turns. He 
seeks to define Ozawa the man, understand his core political 
philosophy and explain his actions. Making use of extensive 
interviews with key political players and other source material, 
he constructs a comprehensive profile. Is Ozawa, as his critics 
claim, an old-style, power-hungry, money-centred political 
dinosaur or a genuine reformer and political visionary who 
has reshaped Japanese politics or is he perhaps something 
in-between? Ota’s mission is to answer this and other crucial 
questions about this key political figure.

Ozawa’s incredible political journey has taken him from being 
one of the most powerful figures in the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) to leader and still powerful figure in the now 
governing Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ). Ozawa was the 
LDP Secretary General in the administration of Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu (海部 俊樹) and de facto deputy leader. When 
he became Secretary General in 1989 under Kaifu (August 
1989 – November 1991), he used his position to try to 
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Editor: Sean Curtin 
Managing Editor: John Cooke

In this issue we focus on pioneers and adventurers who 
opened Japan up to the wider world. Susan Meehan kicks 
off with a gripping new work by Roger Pulvers on Lafcadio 
Hearn, the great Japan chronicler of the 1890s who captured 
the essence of traditional Japan before it morphed into 
its modern form. Hearn was himself a true global citizen, 
having a Greek mother, Irish father and being schooled in 
England, Ireland and France. This background imbued his 
observations with a universal appeal which has stood the 
test of time. Michael Sullivan looks at Giles Milton’s Samurai 
William: The Adventurer Who Unlocked Japan which charts 
the life of the first Englishman to learn about and live in 
Japan.  Adams (1564-1620), known in Japan as Miura Anjin 
[三浦按針], helped forge the UK’s first links with the land of 
the rising sun as well as establishing the first English factory in 
the country, something this work also examines. Adams will 
be one of the focal points in the 2013 Japan 400 celebrations 
to mark the 400th anniversary of initiating official Japan-UK 
ties. Next we move from reality to the the realm of fictional 
adventurers with two reviews of Professor Munakata’s 
British Museum Adventure. This beautifully illustrated work 
by the renowned Japanese artist Yukinobu Hoshino (星野 之
宣) manages to perfectly capture the unique atmosphere of 
the British Museum while conjuring forth a ripping yarn. Sir 
Graham Fry looks at the fictional Irish swashbuckler Milligan 
in Simon Alexander Collier’s Milligan and the Samurai 
Rebels which is set in 1860s Japan. The likeable rogue takes 
on an array of indigenous and foreign foes, surviving some 
entertaining adventures and encountering a host of beautiful 
women. Atsuko Inoue (井上敦子) takes us back to reality 
with a Japanese book on the real life Australian trailblazer 
Henry James Black who became a traditional Japanese 
storyteller, a rakugoka [落語家], in 1891, taking the stage 
name Kairakutei Black [快楽亭ブラック]. The Australian writer 
and academic Dr Ian McArthur meticulously researches the 
life of this extraordinary individual. Susan Meehan explores 
director Yuya Ishii’s bittersweet family drama A Man With 
Style (あぜ道のダンディ), which examines the relationship 
between two middle-aged men, both of whom are far 
removed from any association with ‘style.’ Michael Sullivan 
delves into Taichi Yamada enigmatic “In Search of a Distant 
Voice” which as the title suggests is a quest to understand 
a remote echo of the mind. The main character, Kasama 
Tsuneo,  is on an emotional journey involving repressed 
feelings and a murky traumatic past. Susan Meehan 
rounds off this issue with a look Yukio Ninagawa’s visually 
spectacular production of Cymbeline which chronicles 
the wanderings of Posthumus, the adventurer and main 
protagonist of Shakespeare’s gripping and unusual tale.

Sean Curtin 
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The Dream of Lafcadio Hearn
by Roger Pulvers
Kurodahan Press Book No. FG-JP0031L37, 
220 pages, Trade paperback 5” x 8” 
(127mm x 203mm), ISBN-13: 978-4-
902075-41-0
Review by Susan Meehan
Talking about The Dream of Lafcadio 
Hearn at the Oriental Club in London on 
24 October 2011, its author, Roger Pulvers, 
gave a measured account of Lafcadio Hearn, crediting him for 
his incredibly well-written yet fairly unknown journalistic work 
carried out mainly in the USA, his extraordinary insights into 
Japan and his role as a pioneer ethnographer and anti-elitist 
while pointing out that none of the stories he wrote in Japan 
were original. They were all well-crafted re-tellings of Japanese 
stories and myths.

Pulvers referred to Hearn as a “true cosmopolitan if an outsider.” 
Hearn was born to a Greek mother and Irish father, schooled in 
England, Ireland and France and ventured out to the USA at 
the age of 19. Not quite Greek nor British nor Irish, diminutive 
and with a blind globular eye, Hearn felt alien amongst his own 
and more readily accepted by the Japanese who probably 
expected all foreigners to be a little strange anyway. Not the best 
of writers on Japan, the Japanese nevertheless have cherished 
Hearn for his lack of arrogance and superciliousness.

It is this aspect of being on the periphery that I imagined had 
attracted Pulvers to Hearn as Pulvers himself, born and bred in 
the USA, admitted to not being able to live in the country of his 
birth and to have felt instantly at home in Japan on setting foot 
there in 1967.

In The Dream of Lafcadio Hearn, Pulvers writes an intriguing and 
absorbing account of Hearn’s life in Japan from the perspective 

We are grateful to our regular reviewers:

Sir Hugh Cortazzi                    
Ian Nish  
Susan Meehan
William Farr

....................................................................................................

Fumiko Halloran
Ian Nish
Ben-Ami Shillony

....................................................................................................

People Who Eat Darkness
Michael Sullivan interviews author Richard Lloyd-Parry

Justice in Transit
Susan Meehan talks Masayuki Suo and false accusations

The Japan Society Review 37
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

In this issue we focus on crime and the legal system 
in Japan. Richard Lloyd Parry, author of the acclaimed 
People Who Eat Darkness, gives us an interview about 
his new book looking at the life and death of Lucie 
Blackman. Lucie went missing in Tokyo on 1st July 2000, 
and months later her body was discovered, dismembered 
and buried in a coastal cave in Kanagawa. Parry’s book 
comprehensively examines the whole case from various 
angles and perspectives. The investigation into Lucie’s 
disappearance led several women to come forward about 
sexual assaults the Japanese police failed to investigate, 
and these and other clues would eventually led to Joji 
Obara. The police discovered large amounts of evidence 
in Obara’s flat, videos of sexual assaults on countless 
unconscious girls in his bedroom as well as the last known 
photos of Lucie. Despite the overwhelming mountain of 
evidence against him, Obara would never admit any guilt 
and without a confession the Japanese system does not 
function well. In October 2000 he was arrested, his trial 
continued until April 2007, when he was found guilty on 
multiple rape charges and a manslaughter charge for the 
death of another women ten years previously. Finally in 
December 2008, after a successful appeal, he was found 

guilty for the abduction of Lucie, the dismemberment and 
disposal of her body, but not for her murder. Richard Lloyd 
Parry analyzes the case which exposes shortcomings in 
both the police investigation and the legal system. Next 
Susan Meehan looks at the powerful movie I Just Didn’t 
Do It which is a damning indictment of the Japanese 
legal system written and directed by Masayuki Suo. The 
narrative revolves around the twenty-six year old Teppei 
Kaneko, who while travelling to a job interview, is wrongly 
accused of molesting a young girl on a train. Jack Cooke 
looks at Seicho Matsumoto’s Pro Bono which centres on 
Kiriko, a young woman whose brother is falsely accused 
of murder. She fails to persuade a leading lawyer to take 
on her brother’s case partly because she cannot afford his 
services and the consequences of this are played out in 
the novel. In our final book, The Devil’s Whisper by Miyuki 
Miyabe, Michael Sullivan explores a complex murder 
mystery. Mamoru Kusaka’s life is turned upside down 
when his taxi driver uncle is arrested under suspicion of 
running a red light and killing a young female pedestrian. 
Mamoru decides to investigate this accident himself and 
in the process finds out that this was no ordinary accident. 

Sean Curtin, February 2012
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Emerging from the ruins
Susan Meehan and Ali Muskett explore the aftermath of disaster

The life of the mind
Examining the state of mental health care in Japan

The Japan Society Review 38 
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

To mark the first year anniversary of the devastating 11 March 
2011 Tohoku Earthquake, now also known as the Great East 
Japan Earthquake, we devote this issue to looking at its 
aftermath. The massive scale of the destruction and terrible 
loss of life is almost beyond comprehension, something which 
poses a challenge to those trying to chronicle the catastrophe. 
Susan Meehan looks at the first documentary to have been 
made in the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami by 
director Koichi Omiya. It’s a hard-hitting and heart-breaking 
film which shows scene upon scene of devastation in North 
East Japan. It captures the eerie, almost surreal, atmosphere 
and immense scale of destruction along with the bitter tide 
of human tragedy. Omiya, who is from Tohoku, entitles his 
work mujo [無常] which is a Buddhist concept he defines as 
conveying impermanence or transience. Ali Muskett explores 
Elin Lindqvist’s Fukushima Colours which describes the 
situation in the early post-devastation months. Lindqvist, a UK-
based Swedish journalist and author who was born in Japan, 
immediately returned to Japan after the triple catastrophe to 
gather material for her book and present what she believes is 
a different perspective on the situation. Next Susan Meehan 
examines Stu Levy’s film Pray for Japan which was shot in the 
immediate aftermath of the calamity. Levy volunteered with 
the Japan Emergency NPO (JEN) in Ishinomaki (a city with a 
population of over 160,000) in Miyagi Prefecture. He recorded 

about 40 hours of footage during five weeks, interviewing over 
30 people including victims and volunteers. He produces an 
extraordinary snapshot of life in Ishinomaki during the initial 
days and weeks of the disaster. We next look at the soon to be 
published work Mental Health Care in Japan edited by Ruth 
Taplin and Sandra J. Lawman. It’s an impressive multi-authored 
volume examining the current state of mental health in Japan, 
especially in the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
We also look at Depression in Japan: Psychiatric Cures for a 
Society in Distress a scholarly  work by Junko Kitanaka which 
gives a clear view of the history of depression in Japan, its 
medicalization and its effects on society. Susan Meehan looks at 
Himizu a fictional movie set against the harsh backdrop of post 
earthquake and tsunami Japan. Director Shion Sono gives us a 
no-holds-barred unflattering tale, exposing a cruel and violent 
side of society that emerges with the implosion of social order. Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi examines Martin Dusinberre’s Hard Times in the 
Hometown, A History of Community Survival in Modern Japan 
which looks at the historical fortunes of the town of Kaminoseki 
in Yamaguchi prefecture. The future of the town was thrown 
into serious doubt after the Great East Japan Earthquake halted 
the building of a controversial nuclear plant on its outskirts. 
Mike Sullivan rounds off this issue with a look at an exciting new 
exhibition at Somerset House, Kokoro: The Art of Horiyoshi III.

                                                                                Sean Curtin, April 2012 
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Blossoms and Shadows
Three different readings from our regular reviewers

Images of Japan
Sean Curtin examines a new collection in print

The Japan Society Review 39 
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

In this issue we focus on the Meiji era, which spanned the 
period September 1868 to July 1912. Susan Meehan and 
others explore the historical novel Blossoms and Shadows by 
Lian Hearn, which is set at the genesis of the Meiji era. Hearn 
states in an interview included at the end of the book that the 
Meiji Restoration ranks along with the French Revolution and 
American Civil War in terms of regional and global impact. It 
certainly marks the emergence of Japan on the world stage as 
a modern country. Hearn has produced a substantive work of 
historical fiction that brings alive the emergence of the Meiji 
era. It opens in 1857 and encompasses over a decade, which 
witnessed the dramatic twilight of the Bakufu (the Shogun’s 
government) and the bright dawn of the Meiji. The novel is 
divided into four parts and the depth of history covered is quite 
breathtaking. Many of those who have read the book have found 
reading the novel two or three times brings out the true scale 
of this history-packed and elegantly crafted tale. In this issue Ali 
Muskett and Mike Sullivan also give their take on this epic novel.

Next we delve into Images of Japan 1885-1912: Scenes, Tales 
and Flowers, which is a superbly researched and visually 
stunning publication by Japan scholar Sir Hugh Cortazzi. It 
gathers together a wide variety of rare and exquisite prints 
from the latter part of the Meiji era. The primary link shared by 
all the bright and colourful images in this visually rich volume 
is that they were created for the European and American 
communities living in Japan. As such these works of art offer a 
fascinating window on the dynamic Meiji era. Sir Hugh Cortazzi’s 
book represents the product of years of research and manages 
to conjure forth the sense of excitement Meiji Japan initially 

created in the West. The stunning visual prints illuminate this 
vibrant period in Japanese history while collectively the pictures 
help recreate the sense of energy, drive and colour of the time.

In Asia for the Asians; China in the Lives of Five Meiji Japanese 
Paula S. Harrell has produced a well-researched study of five 
Japanese personalities of the Meiji era, who were closely 
involved with Chinese modernization. She demonstrates that 
Sino-Japanese relations have not always been confrontational. 
During the Meiji era many influential Japanese tried to forge a 
better understanding between the two nations. This in-depth 
book demonstrates both have much in common and how 
during the Meiji era bilateral ties were greatly enriched. Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi casts a critical eye on Alistair Swale’s new work 
The Meiji Restoration, Monarchism, Mass Communication and 
Conservative Revolution, which examines the dynamics of the 
period. Sir Hugh also rounds off this issue with an examination 
of Brian Burke-Gaffney’s new work Holme, Ringer & Company, 
The Rise and Fall of a British Enterprise in Japan 1868-1940. 
Holme, Ringer & Company were the dominant British firm in 
Nagasaki during the Meiji period. It was initially controlled 
by Frederick Ringer (1838-1907) and the firm remained in 
the hands of the Ringer family, including sons-in-law, until 
they were forced to leave or were arrested at the outbreak 
of the Pacific War in December 1941. Burke-Gaffney not 
only tells the fascinating story of the Ringer family and their 
business interests in Nagasaki and Shimonoseki, but also 
gives a good feel of what life was like in dynamic Meiji Japan.

                                                                                Sean Curtin, June 2012 
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Filming History
Michael Sullivan explores a Kurosawa controversy

The Cultural Cross
Fumiko Halloran follows a falling star

The Japan Society Review 40
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

In this issue we focus on various aspects of the Japanese 
movie industry with some stimulating reviews of recent 
books. Michael Sullivan examines All the Emperor’s Men which 
charts the legendary director Akira Kurosawa’s incursion into 
Hollywood. In an in-depth book Hiroshi Tasogawa details 
Kurosawa’s traumatic involvement in a fractious partnership 
with 20th Century Fox. Kurosawa was slated to direct Tora 
Tora Tora, which was supposed to tell the story of Pearl 
Harbor from both a Japanese and American perspective. 
However, miscommunication, cultural misunderstandings 
and completely different working practices crippled the 
production. Next Roger Macy casts a critical eye on Jasper 
Sharp’s encyclopedic work Historical Dictionary of Japanese 
Cinema. Sharp produces a comprehensive study of Japanese 
cinema, with some 320 pages devoted to selected main entries, 
and the remainder to the fact-packed appendices. We next look 
at the fascinating World Film Locations: Tokyo edited by Chris 
MaGee with contributions from 18 writers including MaGee 
himself. This book takes us on an eighty-year historical journey 
of movie making in the capital. The wonderful thing about film 
is its power to preserve a world that no longer exists and this 
volume allows the reader to glimpse the ghosts of Tokyo past. 
Along with several articles the work covers 45 scenes from 
different movies that have featured Tokyo along with photos, 
maps and a short description. The first section covers the period 
1929-1960, which I found particularly enlightening, taking 
the reader back to prewar Tokyo. For example, one surviving 
movie fragment from 1929 shows lively vistas of the capital 
that vanished long ago. In the section covering 1961 to 1978 

the reader witnesses the metamorphosis to mega-metropolis 
and there are also vivid reminders of major events in Tokyo’s 
history such as the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. Fumiko Halloran looks 
at a thought-provoking book on the international Japanese 
movie star Yoshiko Yamaguchi who was popular not only in 
Hollywood but also in both Japan and China from the 1930s to 
1950s. Fluent in Mandarin and trained by a Russian opera singer, 
Yamaguchi lived a complicated life with several identities. In 
a gripping memoir My Life as Li Xianglan, Yamaguchi tells of 
the terrible conflicts she faced with a career spanning both 
China and Japan at a time of conflict. Susan Meehan gives 
us her take on Bonsái, the awarding-winning Chilean movie 
directed by Cristián Jiménez. The narrative flips back and forth 
over an eight year period; initially centering on the university 
romance between Julio and Emilia. Bonsái is a youthful and 
whimsical production inspired by literature with Proust 
especially looming large. The movie has what the director 
calls a ‘Japanese sensibility.’ We next glide into the increasingly 
popular movie/book realm with a look at Keigo Higashino’s 
novel The Devotion of Suspect X which was also a highly 
successful 2008 movie directed by Hiroshi Nishitani, starring 
Shinichi Tsutsumi and Yasuko Matsuyuki. The prize-winning 
author Keigo Higashino perfectly illustrates the current trend 
of successful novels being transformed into hit movies and the 
blurring of the boundary between the movie and book worlds.

                                               Sean Curtin, August 2012 
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Rainbow streets
Ali Muskett explores Japanese fashion

Getting to know the Otaku
Lucy Searles faces up to a stereotype

The Japan Society Review 41 
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

This issue focuses on the young people of Japanese society 
through the eyes of both foreigners and the Japanese 
themselves. Sir Hugh Cortazzi starts off the issue with a review 
of Reimagining Japan, The  Quest for a Future That Works 
which, as he highlights, covers the far-ranging challenges 
that Japan faces, such as inadequate leadership as well as 
young people who stay at home (not just their family home, 
but also don’t venture abroad) and lack the necessary skills to 
help revive the economy. Ali Muskett and Lucy Searles follow 
this up with reviews of books covering alternative culture in 
Japan; Japanese street style fashion and the infamous Otaku. 
Ali finds that we should start raising questions about why 
teenage culture, in relation to clothes, displays such creativity 
in a country famous for conformity, while Lucy believes that 
the people labelled as Otaku are greatly misunderstood. Susan 

Meehan attended a special charity viewing of Mitsuko Delivers 
that was shown at the ICA on the anniversary of the 2011 Great 
East Japan Earthquake. This film focuses on the life of a young, 
carefree but pregnant girl who, despite having no boyfriend, 
job or money, never loses her positive outlook on life and 
actively helps other people. Afterwards, Cortazzi reviews 
another book that illustrates the viewpoint of a foreigner 
observing Japanese customs and curiosities from his commute 
on the Odakyu railway line. Next Ali Muskett considers a Japan 
guidebook written for foreigners by a foreigner and then Susan 
Meehan finishes this issue with a film review of a romantic story 
surrounding a young photographer and three contrasting 
women.

Michael Sullivan (Guest Editor), October 2012
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Forgotten Lives
More history uncovered in Britain & Japan: Biographical Portraits Volume VIII

ANJIN at Sadler’s Wells
Our reviewers track down the Shogun in North London

The Japan Society Review 43
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

The ties between the Japanese and British archipelagoes 
form the heart of this issue’s reviews, with articles on new 
performances and retrospectives linking the history of the two 
island nations. 
The Japan Society is pleased to mark the publication of the 
eighth volume in the Britian and Japan: Biographical Portrait 
Series. This series covers the biographies of hundreds of British 
and Japanese personalities, whose lives and achievements are 
worthy of record. From great collectors to poets, journalists, 
scholars and diplomats, the series contains a great depth of 
research and some wonderful insights missing from general 
histories of Anglo-Japanese dealings. Sean Curtin considers 
the diversity of this latest addition and its value for future 
scholarship and research.
Following this, two of our regular reviewers give critical 
appraisals of Anjin: The Shogun and The English Samurai, a 

production that’s arrival in London coincides with the 400th 
Anniversary of the start of relations between Britain and Japan 
in 1613.
After our theatre reviews, Hugh Cortazzi delves into two 
biographies; that of internationalist Matsumoto Shigeharu and 
naval commander, Yamamoto Isoroku. Authors Kaimai Jun 
and Mark Stille both offer new perspectives on these famous 
figures in Japanese 20th century history.
Finally, we round off this issue with a trip down memory lane, 
again in the company of Hugh Cortazzi, reviewing a book by 
a contemporary of his in occupied Japan, Bernard T. Smith. 
Smith offers an arresting snapshot of the realities of post-war 
Japan and an important reminder of the country’s changing 
fortunes.

Jack Cooke, February 2013 
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In this issue we remember and mark the second anniversary of 
Great East Japan Earthquake  (東日本大震災) which occurred on 
Friday 11 March 2011. It was a truly unprecedented catastrophe 
so traumatic that its consequences are still reverberating 
through Japanese society. The massive cost in human life and 
the sheer scale of devastation would be difficult for any society 
to cope with but Japan must also deal with the additional 
aftermath of three nuclear meltdowns at the Fukushima 
nuclear plant. The trinity of disasters - earthquake, tsunami and 
triple nuclear meltdown in one incident spanning a 24 hour 
period make dealing with it one of the most testing challenges 
ever to face a country. Sir Hugh Cortazzi looks at Contemporary 
Japan: History, Politics and Social Change Since the 1980s which 
examines some aspects of the immense challenges which face 
Japan and how this is currently shaping society. Mike Sullivan 

looks at a film festival to mark the anniversary while Lucy 
Starles covers another Japanese film festival which reminds us 
that even though Japan faces such daunting challenges life 
still marches on. We then look at an early national tragedy with 
global implications in Maritime Strategy and National Security 
in Japan and Britain, From the First Alliance to Post -9/11. On a 
lighter note Mike Sullivan looks at the mesmerizing performers 
Siro-A. We would also like to congratulate Mike for winning the 
prestigious Japan Foreign Trade Council  Essay Competition 
2012 with his impressive article “Strategies for a Depopulating 
Japan ” A British Model and a Japanese Legacy.

Sean Curtin, April 2013 

Transnational writer
Susan Meehan gets up close with Kazuo Ishiguro

The other side of the artist
Sir Hugh Cortazzi examines the etchings of Bernard Leach
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As the dark December days draw in we might be forgiven 
for thinking ‘the whole of England (is) like Norfolk on a grey 
afternoon . . . flat and bleached of all colour.’ This is one of the 
many imaginative repostes given by author Kazuo Ishiguro in 
his conversation with Celyn Jones, which opens this issue. Our 
staff reviewer, Susan Meehan, was in the front pew at Friends’ 
House to absorb the wit and wisdom of both writers. Discussion 
centered around Ishiguro’s last published novel, Never Let Me 
Go, but ranged across all manner of miscelleany, revealing a 
few unexpected traits in this often misinterpreted writer. 

In our first review, Tim Holm rediscovers a pilgrimmage 
made by the maverick Japanese photographer Daido 
Moriyama in the early 1970s, applying his photographic 
 chiaroscuro to a tour of Tono in North-Eastern Japan. Re-
 examining the contents of this unsettling photobook, 
Holm finds Moriyama in a playful mood,  muddling 
our conceptions of the past with images that alternate 

 between stark documentary and veiled memory. The 
collection includes some of Moriyama’s most iconic 
 images and is the first ever English edition to be printed.

Another highlight of our December issue is Sir Hugh’s 
 exploration of a famous potter’s first love in The Etchings 
of Bernard Leach. Internationally recognised for his 
 outstanding pottery, Simon Olding reveals that Leach 
first journeyed to Japan to teach the art of etching. 
You will find reproductions of these early artworks 
on the final pages of this issue, from landscapes 
 produced in China and Japan, to portrait studies and 
 decorative details later re-used in Leach’s ceramics.

For best results, read this issue crouched over the yuletide 
log while the winter snows rage outside . . .

Jack Cooke, December 2012 

400 years ago
Sean Curtin on history in the making

A tale of two worlds
Chris Corker digests the latest offering from Haruki Murakami

The Japan Society Review 45
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This issue focuses on a selection of Japanese writers in 
translation, from the current poster-boy of Japanese fiction, 
Haruki Murakami, to the rarely translated historical novelist, 
Shiba Ryōtarō.
Any country’s literature is essential to a broader understanding 
of its character and history. The great Japan scholar and 
translator Louis Allen once wrote:

In order to know a nation fully you have to go beyond 
knowing the way it expresses itself in its laws, its military 
behaviour, and its political systems. You have to know the 
way it talks about itself unconciously and through its fiction. 
In other words, the fiction of a nation is as important as the 
facts of a nation if we want to know it properly. 

Viewed in this light, the continuing translation of Japanese 
novels into English is vital work and this issue presents a broad 

cross section of translated work, including 1Q84, Murakami’s 
latest surrealist blockbuster novel; The Winter Sun Shines In, 
reflections on the life of poet Masaoka Shiki by the scholar 
Donald Keene; a 2013 translation of Schoolgirl by the short-
lived writer Ozamu Dazai, and Clouds above the Hill, an 
historical epic based on the author’s experience of the   Russo  
-  Japanese War.
Introducing this array of great literary exports is an article by 
our editor Sean Curtin, who joined others in celebrating the 
very first British vessel to sail into Japanese waters, 400 years 
ago this June. So began a cultural exchange that continues to 
this day.

Jack Cooke, June 2013 
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2) 1Q84 - Book One and Book Two
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In this sumptuous issue we alter our trajectory a little by adding 
some new dimensions to our review offerings. J.R.R. Tolkien, 
one of my favourite authors, once observed, ‘If more of us 
valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would 
be a merrier world.’ Sound advice and in this issue we focus on 
food, drink and music to broaden our review menu which will 
in future offer such articles to our regular mix. Susan Meehan 
gives us her take on the much acclaimed ‘Two Cultures United 
by Tea’ event which was held at Banqueting House in Whitehall. 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi takes an in depth and fascinating look at 

Slurp! A Social and Culinary History of Ramen by Barak Kushner. 
We then turn our gaze on this year’s Matsuri in Trafalgar Square, 
the biggest annual celebration of Japanese culture, music and 
food in the UK. To finish, we have two music related reviews 
including an exclusive interview with Taro Hakase about his 
new album JAPONISM.

 Sean Curtin, August 2013

Issue 46 Volume 8 Number 4 (August 2013)

Contents

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

1) Two Cultures United by Tea

2) Slurp! A Social and Culinary History of Ramen – Japan’s Favorite 
Noodle Soup

3) Japan Matsuri 2013 

4) An Interview with Taro Hakase about his new album JAPONISM

5) Out of Silence: A Pianist’s Yearbook [静けさの中から ― ピアニスト
の四季]

Editor
Sean Curtin

Managing Editor
Jack Cooke

Reviewers
Mike Sullivan, Sean Curtin and Lisa Ueda

Special Reviewer
Sir Hugh Cortazzi

New reviews
www.japansociety.org.uk/resources/the-japan-society-review

......................................................... ........................................................................................................................................

  Two for Tea
Susan Meehan joins in celebrating a shared 

national passion

Ramen and the revolution
Sir Hugh Cortazzi explores noodle history with 

Barak Kushner
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October’s issue is themed around family and our reviewers 
explore recent books and films that deal with familial 
relationships; their joys, troubles and complications.
A particular highlight of the issue is Hirokazu Kore-eda’s new 
film Like Father, Like Son. For long-time fans of the director 
this latest release further consolidates his reputation; making 
spare, unadorned films that explore deeply complex human 
emotions. The film will resonate with everyone who sees it and 
I encourage readers to go while it is still in UK cinemas.
Parent-child relationships are also at the heart of other reviews 
in the issue, from an unlikely bond in the backwoods of rural 
Japan, to a son reconciling himself with his father’s legacy. 

For fans of historical fiction, Lesley Downer’s Across a Bridge of 
Dreams offers a fast-paced ride through the years immediately 
following the Meiji restoration. There are plenty of heroic battles 
for those inclined to epics, tempered with poetic descriptions 
of Japanese cities on the cusp of modernisation. Fans of the 
charismatic Saigo Takamori will also enjoy Downer’s fictional 
counter-part, General Kitaoka. 
We round off the issue with a theatrical flourish as Sir Hugh 
Cortazzi re-lives the life and times of the enigmatic Professor 
Risley - entrepreneur, innovator and acrobat.  

 Jack Cooke, October 2013
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Two universities reach a milestone
Sean Curtin on fifty years of looking East 

A different Dazai
Chris Corker uncovers another side of the writer

While preparing our final issue of 2013, it was with deep 
sadness that we learnt of the passing of Sir John Whitehead, 
distinguished former British Ambassador to Japan (1986 to 
1992) and much respected former chairman of the Japan 
Society (2000 to 2006). Thanks to Sir John’s encouragement 
and kind support, this publication was launched in January 
2006. We dedicate this issue to his memory. 
In issue 48 we focus on significant Japan-UK anniversaries, 
during 2013 there were several. The two most prominent ones 
were the 150th anniversary of the first five Japanese university 
students to come to the UK, the so-called Choshu Five, and 
the 400th anniversary of the first official contacts between 
Japan and Britain, known as Japan400. We have covered both 
of these in earlier issues and, as the year draws to a close, we 
mark two other important anniversaries for UK-Japan relations 
with both Leeds and Sheffield Universities celebrating 50 years 
of East Asian Studies. In 1963, the University of Sheffield set 
up the forerunner of the School of East Asian Studies (SEAS) 
under its renowned founding Professor Geoffrey Bownas. SEAS 

rapidly established itself as a global centre of excellence for the 
study of contemporary Japan. At the same time, the frontier 
explorer Owen Lattimore became the founding professor of 
what would become the department of East Asian Studies (EAS) 
at Leeds University. Initially EAS focused on Chinese studies 
before expanding to include Japanese and Mongolian. Over 
the past five decades, these two institutions have produced 
thousands of graduates, many of whom have gone on to 
work in Japan-related fields, greatly strengthening bilateral 
ties. The two university departments currently form the White 
Rose East Asia Centre, a joint collaboration, part of which is the 
National Institute of Japanese Studies (NIJS). Other articles in 
this issue include a fascinating review of Dazai Osamu’s Blue 
Bamboo and an interesting interview with actress Haruka Abe. 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi also examines a new book on Japonisme in 
late nineteenth century Europe.

 Sean Curtin, December 2013
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A tale of forgiveness
The Railway Man reviewed by Susan Meehan

The art of war
Sean Curtin re-examines Ronald Searle’s PoW sketches

In this first issue of 2014, we focus on Japan’s wartime Thai-
Burma Railway which has recently been in the spotlight 
following the release of the internationally acclaimed movie 
The Railway Man. The film is based on Eric Lomax’s moving book 
of the same name and our review by Susan Meehan explores 
both versions of this emotive tale. On a positive note, this 
regrettable chapter in UK-Japan relations clearly demonstrates 
that bitter former foes can successfully be reconciled and build 
a strong and enduring relationship. In some respects this is one 
of the key messages of the film, through forgiveness and the 
proper acknowledging of a painful past, a strong and mutually 
beneficial future can be created. We look at the historical 
background to the movie with an analysis by Sir Hugh Cortazzi 
and Professor Ian Nish of Yoshihiko Futamatsu’s Across the 
Three Pagodas Pass: The Story of the Thai-Burma Railway, 

which was translated by Ewart Escritt. We also review Ronald 
Searle’s immensely powerful visual record of his gruesome life 
as a prisoner-of-war building the so called ‘Death Railway’ in To 
The Kwai – And Back. Sir Hugh Cortazzi looks at a stimulating 
collection of scholarly essays on war-related themes entitled 
Ways of Forgetting, Ways of Remembering: Japan in the 
Modern World which is edited by the eminent historian 
John Dower. Looking at this issue’s theme from a completely 
different perspective Mike Sullivan reviews a fictional work that 
masterfully intermingles a range of issues which arose from the 
conflict for Japanese who were living in the USA when World 
War II broke out. 

Sean Curtin, February 2014

Across the Three Pagodas Pass: The Story of the Thai-Burma Railway - 
Special promotional price for Japan Society members 

20% DISCOUNT @ £25 (RRP £35) / Email info@renaissancebooks.co.uk to redeem offer
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In this issue we are in a self-reflective mood with our main theme 
actually being our regular reviewers and the Japan Society 
Review itself.  We have now reached the milestone of 50 issues 
since first appearing in January 2006. To mark the occasion, we 
have an article by each of our current key contributors with 
pieces mainly focusing on contemporary issues.

For those who wonder how we reached this landmark, here’s a 
very brief history of our first 50 issues. It all started back in 2005 
when we decided to start posting out collected book reviews 
with the Japan Society mail-shots. This idea was strongly 
supported by Mike Barrett and Sir Hugh Cortazzi.  These 
newsletter type reviews were extremely popular, so at the 
beginning of 2006, we launched Japan Society Book Review as 
a regular bimonthly publication. This would not have happened 
without the fantastic energy of Clare Barclay, our first managing 
editor from issues 1 to 12, and the superb support of Sharon 
Kelly and Robert Guy of the Japan Society team. Our most loyal 
and dedicated reviewer from the very beginning has been Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi whose amazing enthusiasm for the project has 
been limitless. In the early years we also greatly benefited from 
regular contributions from Professor Ian Nish, Fumiko Halloran, 
Susan Meehan, Ben-Ami Shillony and Takahiro Miyao. Their 
ranks were later added to by regular reviewers Mike Sullivan, 
Lucy Searles, Chris Corker and Ali Muskett. When Heidi Potter 
and John Toppon joined the Japan Society team, they injected 

new energy and direction into the publication. Heidi and John 
gave us a great makeover and we shortened our name to 
Japan Society Review. John was our dynamic managing editor 
from issue 13 to 33 during which time JSR really developed. 
After John left the team, Jennifer Anderson briefly held the 
reins before handing over to our current dedicated managing 
editor Jack Cooke, who joined us with issue 35.  Jack has worked 
tirelessly to improve the publication, making us a more visually 
appealing and slick production.

Fifty issues and nine years makes it impossible to personally 
thank everyone involved, but I must mention a number of other 
individuals. We benefited greatly from the support of Sir John 
Whitehead, Christopher Purvis, Paul Diamond and Sir David 
Warren and the contributions of Mikihiro Maeda, Tomohiko 
Taniguchi, William Farr, Simon Cotterill and Anna Davis. I would 
also like to thank our excellent layout & production support 
staff, especially Arthur Comets and Abbie Martin. Finally, thanks 
to all reviewers who contributed one or two articles, especially 
Sir Graham Fry, Jason James and Mike Barrett and every other 
reviewer who has kindly contributed a review and who I have 
not been able to name in person. Here’s to the next 50 issues! 

Sean Curtin, Editor, Issues 1 - 50
April 2014
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Issue 51 Volume 9 Number 3 (June 2014)

In this third issue of 2014, we are pleased to bring a broad range of 
reviews on a diverse selection of topics and genres to the fore. We 
begin with Chris Corker looking at Granta: 127, a collection of stories 
and images solely focussed on Japan covering a range of styles and 
perspectives. 

We then move onto two animated films, one re-release of a 1991 
classic, the other a brand new effort from a renowned director. Chris 
Corker’s review of Roujin Z considers whether Hiroyuki Kitakubo’s 
anime has aged gracefully as well as reflecting on the film as a social 
commentary, as relevant today as it was in the ‘90s. We also look at 
Miyazaki Hayao’s latest offering, The Wind Rises, where David Knox 
considers this film that addresses the desire to create something 
beautiful and the realities of those creations being used in war. 

 
 

The next review is of Glorious Misadventures: Nikolai Rezanov and the 
Dream of a Russian America, which chronicles Rezanov’s attempts to 
establish and develop Russian settlements across the world. Sir Hugh 
Cortazzi highlights the  relevance to Russo-Japanese relations of the 
unsuccessful and arguably disastrous efforts of Rezanov to establish 
trade relations with the Japanese. 

We then review up and coming director Isogai Nagisa’s The Lust of 
Angels which delves into the issues of harrasment of schoolgirls on 
public transport. Finally, we look at the evolution of the traditional 
into the modern with Mary Murata’s review of Taiko Boom, a book 
which examines the current social and international profile of taiko 
drumming.
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In issue 53, we again provide a wide range of reviews across many 
aspects of Japanese culture. We consider an overview of Japan from a 
broad range of perspectives, a mystical jigsaw compilation of fiction, 
artisanal crafts, another collection of short stories veering away from 
the romanticisation of Japan, a film that sets its sights on issues of 
fatherhood and finally an insight into an East Asian film festival. 

Sir Hugh Cortazzi kicks off issue 53 with a review of Japan and the 
Shackles from the Past which, despite its flaws, provides an insightful 
perspective on modern Japan. We then turn our attention to the first 
of two sets of short stories. Jack Cooke reviews Tales from a Mountain 
Cave and focuses in particular on its dreamlike, mythical quality as it 
draws us through Japanese fairy-tales and folklore via the figure of 
the ‘storyteller’. We continue on with another review from Sir Hugh, 
this time on Washi: the Art of Japanese Paper, an excellent and highly 

visual introduction to the craft. Sir Hugh also highlights the relevance 
of washi to Anglo-Japanese relations, noting that Sir Harry Parkes 
sent home many samples of the craft. We then turn our attention 
to the second set of short stories. Rivers is perhaps a more grounded 
offering, and Chris Corker analyses this set of stories that attempt to 
de-romanticise and in a way, de-mythologise Japan by re-working 
metaphors and imagery of water that are usually associated with 
purity. We move onto Mike Sullivan’s review of Like Father Like Son, a 
striking and poignant piece of cinema about the bittersweet love of 
fatherhood and the conflict between nature and nurture. Finally we 
have a round up of some of the featured films at the Terracotta Far 
East Film Festival including films from current Asian cinema and an 
all-night horror spectacular.  
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In this issue of The Japan Society Review we cross genres, 
reviewing a film, two books, a performance and conducting 
an interview with a violinist. Our first review of Issue 54 is of 
Lee Sang-il’s remake of Clint Eastwood’s critically acclaimed 
film Unforgiven. Sang-il’s version sets the narrative in the era 
of the Edo Shogunate, as Chris Corker assesses the balance 
Unforgiven strikes between faithfulness to the source material, 
and artistic decisions to leave out parts of Eastwood’s original. 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi then reviews Rana Mitter’s China’s War with 
Japan, 1937-1945: the Struggle for Survival, a meticulously 
researched history of a particularly cruel and brutal chapter 
in Sino-Japanese relations. Mitter considers the period from 
a Chinese perspective in a brutally honest and insightful 
manner; there are no heroes in the story, only different types of 
villains. Moving on from Mitter’s book we consider a collection 

of detective stories penned by Edogawa Rampo. Chris Corker 
examines how Edogawa’s style and interests, particularly the 
influence of English detective literary traditions as well as a 
fascination with the macabre and grotesque, affect his latest 
work. The final offering in this issue takes the form of an 
interview and review by Mike Sullivan. Linking the two together 
is violinist Komachi Midori, and Sullivan asks firstly about her 
debut album as well as her life and development as a classical 
musician. He then moves on to review her collaboration with 
other perfomers as part of the group VISUALISE! at Swiss 
Church London.
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In this issue of the Japan Society Review, we focus on five 
books and a film. We begin with Murakami’s Colorless Tsukuru 
Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage, another great success 
from the author focussing on isolation and disconnection.  

We then move onto the theme of Japanese and international 
relations with Sir Hugh Cortazzi’s review of British Courts and 
Extra-territoriality in Japan, 1859-1899. Remaining on this 
subject, we offer a review by Ian Nish of two works centered 
on China as the site of conflict between Japan and the Allied 
Nations. Both books provide assessments of Japan’s more 
aggressive foreign policy before and during the Second World 
War and address the darker side of Japanese international 
relations.

Chris Corker moves on to look at Murakami Haruki’s Colorless 
Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage. As ever, the question 
is, can it possibly live up to the hype?

Our final review continues this consideration of social issues in 
Japan as Mike Sullivan examines Hara Keichii’s animated film, 
Colorful, as part of a film festival on the theme of ‘youth’. With 
sumptuous visuals and strong characters, Colorful considers 
issues of bullying, hikikomori, dysfunctional families and suicide. 

William Cottrell

Coming of Age Story
Chris Corker reviews Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage

Colourful Characters
We consider life, death and social issues in Keiichi Hara’s Colorful

The Japan Society Review 55
Book, Stage, Film, Arts and Events Review

Issue 55 Volume 10 Number 1 (February 2015)

Contents
1) An Interview with Ueda Lisa

2) Designing Nature: The Rinpa Aesthetic in Japanese Art

3) Masterpieces of Artisanal Japan: Wazuka tTea and 
Ogatsu Inkstones

4) Tango at the End of Winter

Editor

William Cottrell

Reviewers

Hugh Cortazzi, Susan Meehan and Mike Sullivan

New Reviews

www.japansociety.org.uk/resources/reviews

Designing Nature, Designing Japan 
The Rinpa aesthetic in Japanese art

Tango at the End of Winter
Shimizu Kunio’s melancholy masterpiece on stage

The Japan Society Review 56
Book, Stage, Movie, Arts and Events Review          

Issue 56 Volume 10 Number 2 (April 2015)

1. Japan’s Modern History, 1857-1937: A New Political Narrative

2. Destroying the World to Save it: Aum Shinrikyou, Apocalyptic 
Violence and the New Global Terrorism

3. Men to Devils, Devils to Men: Japanese War Crimes and Chinese 
Justice

4. Strange Weather in Tokyo

5. The Guest Cat

6. International Politics in Northeast Asia: The China-Japan-
United States Strategic Triangle

Guest Editor
William Cottrell

Reviewers
Chris Corker, Richard Coxford, Susan Meehan & Mike Sullivan

Special Reviewer
Sir Hugh Cortazzi

New reviews
www.japansociety.org.uk/resources/reviews

Cover image by Hishida shunso (1874-1911)

Contents

The Japan Society Review 57
Book, Stage, Film, Arts and Events Review

Issue 57 Volume 10 Number 3 (June 2015)

Inoue Yasushi (1907-1991) was one of the great post-
war Japanese authors, whose prolific output comprises 
some 50 novels and 150 short stories. Despite his 
productivity (he only began working as a novelist at 
the age of 42, following a career as a journalist) only a 
handful of his works have made it into English. British 
and American publishers have until recently only been 
drawn to the historical fiction for which he dedicated 
most of his writing career, but his ouevre also includes 
a number of works which deal with the harsh realities of 

post-war Japan. Thankfully Pushkin Press have recently 
published three works (two novellas and one collection 
of short stories) which fall into this latter category and 
these are reviewed together here.

Also reviewed in this issue is one of our own 
publications, Sophie Richard's The art lover’s guide to 
Japanese museums, while Mike Sullivan covers both the 
Raindance Film Festival and Kobayashi Kentaro's one-
man show, Mr Potsunen’s Peculiar Slice of Life.
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For the last 18 months there has been a pause in 
production of The Japan Society Review, although reviews 
have continued to be published online. We are now 
delighted to be able to resume print production of this 
bimonthly publication, and over the next six months will 
also be sending out the missing issues. As ever, we are 
keen to welcome new contributors with an interest in and 
knowledge of Japan, and also welcome suggestions as to 
books, films and events that we should be covering.  Our 
thanks to our previous Editor, Sean Curtin, who initiated 
and developed this publication over eight years.

Earlier this year, the Japan Society had been looking 
forward to hosting a book launch and talk by author, 
translator and champion of Anglo-Japanese relations 
Lady Bouchier (Dorothy Britton), whose memoir Rhythms, 
Rites and Rituals: my life in Japan in two-step and waltz-
time was published in March. Sadly Lady Bouchier passed 
away on 25 February, shortly before the event, and the 
book launch became an ocasion to remember and pay 
tribute to a remarkable woman. In this edition of The 
Japan Society Review Sir Hugh Cortazzi reflects on her 
eventful life as recorded in Rhythms, Rites and Rituals. 

Many Japan Society members will also be familiar 
with the work of Nosaka Akiyuki, who died on 9 December 
2015, aged 85. Already well-known in Japan, Nosaka 
gained international recognition when his Grave of the 
Fireflies – a tale of civilian survival at the tail-end of the 

Second World War – was adapted by Studio Ghibli in 
1988. Shortly before he died, Pushkin Children’s Books 
published a translation of his The Whale that Fell in Love 
with a Submarine, a collection of twelve short stories in 
the same vein as Grave of the Fireflies, each set on the day 
of Japan’s surrender in the Second World War, reviewed 
here by Annabelle Sami. Nosaka lost his adoptive father 
and two siblings during the war, his mother also having 
died shortly after giving birth to him, and this bittersweet 
collection of war stories channels these experiences.

The SAGE Handbook of Modern Japanese Studies is a 
major new text tackling the current state, history and possible 
future of Japan Studies; here Richard Coxford offers his 
assessment of this important new collection of essays.

Lastly, scholar-diplomat Sir John Pilcher served as 
Ambassador to Japan from 1967 to ‘72, a period in which 
Japan’s economy and power grew significantly and her 
relations with the United States became increasingly 
strained. In The Growing Power of Japan, 1967-1972, Sir 
Hugh Cortazzi, (who worked with Pilcher during these 
years and was himself Ambassador to Japan from 1980 
to ’84) has collated many of Pilcher’s detailed reports to 
Whitehall, and in his review, Japan Society Chairman, Sir 
David Warren (Ambassador to Japan from 2008 to ‘12) 
assesses the insights offered by these reports, and asks how 
many of Pilcher’s conclusions remain pertinent today.§
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Throughout 2015 many people took part in events 
marking the 70th anniversary of World War II. 
Unsurprisingly, in the UK the focus was on the war in 
Europe, but it is important to remember that the war in 
the Pacific took place on a greater geographical scale, 
accounted for around fifty percent of the overall deaths 
and casualities, and continues to play a major role in 
regional and international relations. Coinciding with the 
anniversary, Barak Kushner – a world expert on the legacy 
of the Asia Pacific War – published Men to Devils, Devils 
to Men, looking at the trials of Class B and C war criminals 
in China and Taiwan (Class A crimes were dealt with 
by the International Military Tribunal for the Far East in 
Tokyo). In his review Sir Hugh Cortazzi looks in particular 
at how the process was complicated by immediate post-
war geo-politcal relations.

The Pacific War features heavily in Japan and the 
Shackles of the Past, economist R. Taggart Murphy’s  
meta history of Japan, although in attempting to  explain 

the coutry’s current economic, political and social 
situation he goes back as far as the Heian era (794-1185). 
Here, Richard Coxford suggests that readers may be left 
frustrated by Murphy’s reliance on generalisations and a 
narrow range of American literature.

The Book of Tokyo: A City in Short Fiction was 
released back in 2014, but has been growing steadily in 
exposure and popularity in the UK. In her review Annabelle 
Sami looks at whether it lives up to its hype. Finally, we 
review works by two giants of Japanese literature. Chris 
Corker looks at the first UK release of Murakami Haruki’s 
debut novels, Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball – what can 
they tell us about the development of one of the most 
succesful writers on the planet? While Murakami fans 
have long been calling for him to receive a Nobel prize, 
Ōe Kenzaburō became a Nobel laureate back in 1994, and 
at the age of 81 is still going strong. Here Charlotte Goff 
reviews his heavily autobiographical Death by Water.
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For two days in May Japan, and specifically Ise-Shima, 
was the focus of the world’s media as it played host to 
the 42nd G7 summit. The summit, however, was largely 
eclipsed by President Obama’s visit to the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum and Park. At the centre of his 
speech were the hibakusha. But the hibakusha have by no 
means always been at the centre of the nuclear narrative, 
and in Nagasaki: Life After Nuclear War Susan Southard 
presents the life stories of five hibakusha. Amazingly, she 
is among the first to document the post-bomb history 
through the eyes of the survivors with such emotional 
detail. In her review, Elizabeth Ingrams reminds us that 
the bombing of Nagasaki has its own particular resonance 
in the West for the fact that the city was for a long time 
at the centre of Japan’s global interactions. Douglas 
Clark’s Gunboat Justice focusses on a specific aspect of 
these relations, surveying the key players from the days 
of the extra-territorial courts in Japan and China. The 
three volumes focus largely on China, but Chris Roberts 
suggests that they add significantly to our understanding 
of the Japanese aspect for the light they shine on the 

extra-territorial courts in Manchukuo, expanding a history 
that typically ends in 1899 and bringing it up to 1941.

In 2015 Penguin re-released Alex Kerr’s seminal 
Lost Japan, part ode to Japan’s cultural inheritance, part 
polemic on the country’s neglect of that inheritance. 
Originally published in 1993, Lost Japan has been out of 
print for some time, and in his review Harry Martin hopes 
that it will now come into the hands of and inspire a new 
generation of Japan enthusiasts.

Koreeda Hirokazu is well established as the master 
of the Japanese family drama, and Susan Meehan tells us 
that Our Little Sister is a significant addition to his oeuvre, 
taking a gentler direction to recent films I Wish and Like 
Father, Like Son.

Lastly, the striking image above was taken at 
International Dance Festival Birmingham, where sculptor 
Ito Shun and choreographer Miyata Kei collaborated on a 
piece of performance art at the Municipal Bank. Dominika 
Mackiewicz was there for the Japan Society.

William Upton

Contents
1) Nagasaki: Life After Nuclear War by Susan Southard

2) Gunboat Justice: British and American Law Courts in 
China and Japan by Douglas Clark

3) Lost Japan by Alex Kerr

4) Our Little Sister written and directed by Koreeda Hirokazu

5) Ito Shun at IDFB 2016: Cosmic Birds

Editor

William Upton

Reviewers

Elizabeth Ingrams, Dominika Mackiewicz, Harry Martin, Susan Meehan 

and Chris Roberts

(Image: Ito Shun’s Cells. Photo: Robert Day.)

The Japan Society Review 64
Book, Stage, Film, Arts and Events Review

Issue 64 Volume 11 Number 4 (August 2016)

In this edition of the Japan Society Review we feature three 
superstars of contemporary Japanese literature, Furukawa 
Hideo, Tawara Machi and Wataya Risa, all of whom have 
achieved both critical and popular acclaim. 

Furukawa Hideo has been described as the new 
Murakami, and while the comparison holds true in terms of 
his popularity and prolific output, his breadth of style and 
genre set him aside. Not only does he do Murakami-esque 
magic realism, but his novels are also suffused with history, 
classicism, autobiography and philosophy. In the case of 
Horses, Horses, In the End the Light Remains Pure he juggles 
all of these at once as he attempts to come to terms with 3.11.

Poet Tawara Machi’s Salad Anniversary was released in 
1987 when she was only 26 and has sold nearly three million 
copies in Japan and eight million worldwide, with Tawara 
herself credited with reviving the tanka form. Here Chris 

Beckett reviews Pushkin Press’s new pocket-sized edition 
alongside poet Erica Facey’s dual-language collection Images.

Wataya Risa is another Japanese author to have 
experienced success at a young age. Her second novel I 
Want to Kick You in the Back won her the Akutagawa Prize 
at only nineteen in 2003 and has now made a long awaited 
appearance in English. She offers a fresh perspective on 
Japan’s fan culture.

Elsewhere in this issue, Chris Corker considers Murakami 
Ryū’s Tokyo Decadence and asks whether the former enfant 
terrible retains the ability to shock, Charlotte Goff unpicks 
the many conflicts that characterise University of Hawaii 
Press’s new collection of Okinawan literature, and Dominika 
Mackiewicz reviews Michael Lucken’s reassessment of 
Japanese artistic mimeticism.
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February’s Review dealt heavily with the aftermath of the 
Second World War in East Asia. In this issue, Annabelle 
Sami reviews a production that brings such issues closer 
to home. After Hiroshima considers the reception in the 
UK of the news of the atomic bombings and the way 
in which they were reported in the media. On a similar 
note, Jenny White, reporting on Japan Now, a conference 
examining contemporary Japanese art and culture, sets 
the event in the context of the fifth anniversary of the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster, protests in Britain 
against the renewing of Trident, and coverage of the 
reopening of the Takahama Nuclear Plant in Fukui 
Prefecture. 

Among the stellar cast of speakers at Japan Now 
was Shimada Soji, darling of the Japanese crime fiction 
community, and we are delighted to include a review 
of his The Tokyo Zodiac Murders, recently published 
in translation by Pushkin Vertigo Press. Shimada writes 

honkaku mysteries, giving readers the chance to solve 
the crime before the detective. At the opposite end of 
the spectrum of Japanese crime writers is Yokoyama 
Hideo, whose atmospheric and political Six Four has been 
receiving the kind of critical attention one would normally 
expect of a new Murakami novel. In her review, Charlotte 
Goff tells us that it more than lives up to the hype.

One might expect the use of a talking dolphin in a 
satirical critique of consumer culture to risk overplaying 
things, but Susan Meehan tells us that Suzuki Atsuto’s The 
Bite doesn’t lack for subtlety or humour.

Lastly, Annabelle Sami revels in Director Tetsuya 
Nakashima’s overblown Kamikaze Girls.

As ever, we are extremely grateful to all of our 
contributors, who give up a considerable amount of time 
in writing for this publication.
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In June we celebrated the launch of Britain and Japan: 
Biographical Portraits, Volume X, the latest addition to a 
25-year project documenting the lives of those involved 
in the development of the UK-Japan relationship. Volume 
X brings the count of these ‘pen-portraits’ up to over 
six-hundred, and is dedicated to all those who have 
contributed to the series; as Sean Curtin comments in 
his review, the writing of a biographical portrait has itself 
become something of a rite of passage for those at the 
heart of the relationship today. Volume X boasts sixty-nine 
chapters, and as such it is impossible to cover them all. 
Instead Curtin presents a selection that gives a sense of 
both the full breadth of the relationship and the book.

Shakespeare is arguably Britain’s most significant 
cultural export, and as such it is no surprise that he has 
figured prominently in Anglo-Japanese relations (there are 
biographical portraits of a number of Japanese directors, 
actors, translators and academics celebrated for their 
work on Shakespeare). As part of the country-wide festival 
marking the 400th anniversary of the Bard’s death, the 

Japan Society was delighted to collaborate with the Globe 
Theatre in an event considering the reception history of 
Shakespeare in Japan, reviewed here by Susan Meehan. 
Sōseki Natsume famously questioned Shakespeare’s 
relevance to a Japan where existential dilemmas did not 
dominate thinking in the same way as in the West. In the 
same vein, Shiraishi Kazufumi has suggested that his Me 
Against the World might be better suited to Western 
readers. In her review Poppy Cosyns confirms that the 
celebrated novelist’s latest work is nothing if not existential 
in its critique of what he sees as the uplifting platitudes 
relied upon in the face of disaster and terror.

Also reviewed here are crime fiction giant Matsumoto 
Seichō’s final work, and former diplomat Ogura Kazuo’s 
survey of Japanese diplomacy in Asia.

As ever, the Japan Society is extremely grateful to 
all of its reviewers for giving up their time and expertise. 
Anyone interested in contributing to the Review should 
contact the Japan Society office.

William Upton
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Welcome to the December issue of the Japan Society 
Review. The Review could never claim, or attempt, to 
give an exhaustive account of the latest Japan-related 
publications and performances in the UK, but looking back 
on the books, films, artists and performances featured in 
this publication throughout 2016 does give an impression 
of the healthy level of interest in Japan in Britain. This 
issue is no different with reviews of new historical fiction, 
theatre, biography and music.

The Shogun’s Queen is the final novel in 
Lesley Downer’s quartet on the political and human 
consequences of the ‘re-opening’ of Japan and the end 
of the Edo period, a period that Downer presents through 
the eyes of its women. In her review, Elizabeth Ingrams 
tells us that The Shogun’s Queen makes for a suitably 
dramatic climax to the series.

Throughout 2016, the Japan Foundation, in 
collaboration with Yellow Earth and StoneCrabs Theatre 
Company, has presented a monthly series of events, 
introducing UK audiences to the work of some of Japan’s 
outstanding contemporary playwrights, all of which have 
been heard in English for the first time. September’s 

edition featured Suzuki Atsuto’s Global Baby Factory, and  
in her review Susan Meehan leaves us in no doubt that 
Suzuki’s vibrant, cosmopolitan style transfers very well to 
the British stage.

At ninety-four years of age, historian Donald Keene 
is showing little sign of slowing down. In his latest 
monograph he ensures that Ishikawa Takuboku, one of 
Japan’s great yet neglected – particularly domestically 
– writers, receives his proper recognition in English 
language scholarship.

On the subject of due recognition, it is always 
inspiring to read about contributions, often unsung, to 
the understanding of Japan in the UK. In Bridges we hear 
from ten distinguished personalities at the heart of the 
UK-Japan relationship.

Lastly, Annabelle Sami reviews a performance by 
Kero Kero Bonito. This London three-piece bring a high 
level of both musicality and irreverence to J-pop, a genre 
not normally associated with London’s thriving alternative 
music scene.

William Upton
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This first issue of The Japan Society Review in 2017 covers 
a wide range of topics and media, from history to humour 
and origami, from academic books to popular films, aiming 
to bring you some of the latest Japan-related publications 
and events in the UK.

The monograph by Dr Gordon Daniels offers a 
comprehensive study of one particular episode of the 
Anglo-Japanese history, the Japanese Red Cross Mission 
to Britain during the First World War. As our reviewer Gill 
Goddard points out, the story of those Japanese nurses 
and doctors at the Red Cross Hospital at Netley highlights 
Japan’s contribution to military nursing and medicine 
in the early decades of the 20th century as well as the 
nation’s political position at the time.

The recent re-edition of Womansword: What 
Japanese Words Say about Women by Kittredge Cherry 
not only marks the 30th anniversary of its original 
publication, but also provides reviewer Charlotte Goff, 
and our readers, the opportunity of reflecting on how the 
Japanese language expresses womanhood. Focusing on 
the socio-historical role of laughter and foolery in Japan 

and their connections with Japanese folklore, mythology 
and religion, Holy Foolery in the Life of Japan, reviewed 
by Sir Hugh Cortazzi, complicates the often baseless 
stereotype that the Japanese do not have a sense of 
humour. As its titles indicates, Origami for Mindfulness by 
Mari Ono, reviewed by Margaret Russo, presents the art craft 
of origami from a therapeutic perspective, offering step-by-
step instructions to create beautiful paper figures as a useful 
way of releasing stress and concentrating the mind.

Finally, our last reviews of this issue are dedicated 
to two celebrated films recently released in the UK. The 
animated film Your name directed by Shinkai Makoto 
has been a great success within and beyond Japan and 
our reviewer Poppy Cosyns confirms the beauty of its 
animation and the appeal of its coming-of-age story. On 
a very different topic, Roger Macy reviews Silence, Martin 
Scorsese’s adaptation of the homonymous novel by 
Shusaku Endo, which depicts the violent eradication of 
Christianity in the early Tokugawa period.
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Dr Carmen Blacker (1924-2009), scholar and teacher of 
Japanese religion and folklore, was an important figure in 
the field of Japanese Studies in the UK. The book Carmen 
Blacker – Scholar of Japanese Religion, Myth and Folklore: 
Writings and Reflections, reviewed for this issue of The 
Japan Society Review by Jim E Hoare, offers new insights 
into her research and life. This tribute volume not only 
includes texts written by family members, friends and 
colleagues, but also reproduces excerpts from Carmen 
Blacker’s diaries and some of her writings giving ‘a 
fascinating picture of a very full life’.

Like the pioneer work of Carmen Blacker, the books 
and films reviewed in the April issue of The Japan Society 
Review continue to examine a wide-range of topics in 
Japanese culture and history. Our film reviewer Roger Macy 
looks at two very different films dealing with unexplored 
war-time relationships: the activities of a poets’ group in 
occupied Taiwan (Le Moulin) and the experiences of an Irish 
prisoner of war in Japan (A Doctor’s Sword). Also involving 

the military past of Japan and its legacy in the present 
day, Sir Hugh Cortazzi reviews the English translation of 
Kumagai Naoko’s work The Comfort Women: Historical, 
Political, Legal and Moral Perspectives which discusses in 
detail the controversial issue of female sexual slavery in the 
Japanese colonies during World War II. 

In terms of Japanese fiction and literature, this issue 
brings you reviews of the latest translation of celebrated 
writer Kawakami Hiromi (Record of a Night Too Brief 
reviewed by Harry Martin) and the second novel of the 
young author Shibasaki Tomoka (Spring Garden reviewed 
by Eluned Gramich), both recently published by Pushkin 
Press. And to better understand and contextualise these 
and other works of Japanese modern and contemporary 
literature, The Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese 
Literature. reviewed by Alice French, could be a useful and 
stimulating resource. 
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Looking at the titles of Japanese books recently 
released in the UK, it is evident that the landscape of 
Japanese literature translated into English is becoming 
more and more rich and diverse. Now, together with the 
works of celebrated authors, lesser known stories from 
new Japanese writers are also reaching us thanks to the 
dedicated effort of publishers and translators. 

The June issue of The Japan Society Review illustrates 
this trend by reviewing two different collections of short 
stories. The first one is Men Without Women, the lastest 
work of Murakami Haruki to be translated into English. As 
Chris Corker points out, in this book Murakami deals not 
only with questions of isolated masculinity, but also with 
the problems of constructing heterosexual relationships in 
contemporary society. The second is the so-called Keshiki 
series, a collection of eight short stories showcasing the 
work of some of the most exciting writers working in Japan 
today. In her review, Eluned Gramich explores how travel, 
migration and restlessness are at the heart of these stories.

Entering into the field of non-fiction, Charlotte Goff 
reviews Gitte Marianne Hansen’s Femininity, Self-harm and 
Eating Disorders in Japan. Through a careful evaluation 
of a wide-range of media including anime, manga, 
television drama and literature, this volume examines the 
construction and representation of normative femininity 
in contemporary Japanese culture and how these relate to 
self-harm and eating disorders in Japan.

Finally, this issue of the Japan Society Review 
also includes a review of Ainu. Pathways to Memory, a 
documentary directed by Marcos Centeno Martín in 2014, 
which ‘portrays the problems of identity and assimilation 
of the Ainu people in Japan and means of preserving 
and disseminating their culture’. Our reviewer Susan 
Meehan contextualises the film, examining the historical 
circumstances surrounding this issue and pointing out 
some of the contemporary questions and contradictions 
presented in the documentary. 
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The August issue of The Japan Society Review opens with 
reviews of two books, both dealing with the modern history 
of Japan from a political-diplomatic perspective. First, the 
Japan Society Chairman Sir David Warren writes about Robert 
Morton’s biography of A. B. Mitford, one of the earliest British 
diplomats in Japan, who served in the Legation from 1866 to 
1870. Next, Sir Hugh Cortazzi reviews the memoirs of Oswald 
White, Consul in Japan, 1903-1941: Oswald White’s Memoir 
“All Ambition Spent”, edited by Hugo Read. White came after 
A.B. Mitford, serving as consul between 1903 and 1941. 

This issue’s historical approach also extends to literary 
fiction, starting with Harry Martin’s review of Hidden by the 
Leaves, a novel written by S.D.L. Curry and set in early 17th 
century Japan. The narrative follows a Catholic priest and 
two of his clergy who, defying the religious persecution of 
the time, remain in Japan to help their community. In a more 
contemporary setting, Slow Boat, reviewed by Alice French, 
takes a diary-like form to tell of the protagonist’s experiences 

of Tokyo, and of his relationships with his three different 
girlfriends.

In the cinema section, our reviewer Roger Macy 
writes about the documentary Node, directed by Japanese 
filmmaker Koike Atsushi. The film was screened by the 
Japan Society last February in a joint event with the Royal 
Anthropological Institute and offers a careful ethnographic 
study of a depopulated village, Hirogawara, in the forested 
hills northwest of Kyoto. This issue also includes the review of 
Katabuchi Sunao’s In this Corner of this World, an animated 
film which focuses on the everyday life of young woman in 
wartime Hiroshima.

Closing The Japan Society Review, our music reviewer 
Laurence Green explores the sounds of the new album of Joji 
Hirota and The London Taiko Drummers. Creating taiko music 
in a new contemporary style, Hirota and his band maintain the 
grace and high energy of the instrument’s traditional heritage.
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In this issue, The Japan Society Review focuses on four non-
fiction publications which explore from different perspectives 
a series of key events and persons in Japanese history, politics 
and art. Japan Society Chairman Sir David Warren reviews 
Ghosts of the Tsunami written by British journalist Richard Lloyd 
Parry. As the Asia Editor of The Times, Lloyd Parry covered the 
news of the triple disaster which occurred in the north-east of 
Japan on March 11, 2011. In order ‘to try and get beyond the 
professional detachment of the reporter and understand the 
enormity of what had happened’, he also continued visiting 
the area after these tragic events disappeared from the front 
page. Ghosts of the Tsunami is the result of these visits. With 
remarkable observational skill and great sensitivity, Parry 
records the personal testimonies of some of the survivors and, 
in particular, some of the parents of the 74 children who died 
at Okawa Primary School in Kamaya.

The second book reviewed in this issue is Two Pilgrims 
Meet: In search of Reconciliation between China and Japan. 
The two authors Minoru Kasai and Basil Scott, one Japanese 
and the other British, embark on a spiritual journey to 
Shanghai, where they spent their childhood during the 
years of the Japanese occupation and the Asia Pacific War. 

According to reviewer Reverend Ikuko Williams, the book 
offers an opportunity to reflect on ‘the complex facets of 
reconciliation between countries with a history of enmity 
in the past’ and provides genuine encouragement to build 
‘trust-based relationships between neighbouring countries 
on a person-to-person level’.

This October issue of the Review also includes two 
biographical publications which deal with historical figures 
who had an important role in shaping Japan’s relationship 
and image in the West. ANJIN-The Life & Times of Samurai 
William Adams, 1564-1620, written by Hiromi T. Rogers 
and reviewed by Nicolas Maclean, presents a detailed and 
complex account of the first Englishman ever to travel to 
Japan. The second biography, Hokusai Beyond The Great 
Wave edited by Timothy Clark, consists of a combination of 
colour illustrations and scholarly essays that explore the late 
career of the celebrated Japanese painter, whose work was 
the focal point of the recent exhibition at the British Museum. 

As ever, the Japan Society is extremely grateful to all of 
its reviewers for giving their time and expertise.
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Welcome to the February issue of The Japan Society 
Review, the first in our thirteenth volume of the 
publication. We enter 2018 with renewed enthusiasm, 
bringing you reviews of interesting books, films and 
other events related to Japan.  In this issue, we include 
reviews of two academic books, one focusing on the past 
and the other considering the future of Japanese politics 
and nationalism, an anthology of short stories by writers 
based in Kyoto, a book which received the Great Britain 
Sasakawa Foundation Award and a Japanese film from 
The Japan Foundation Touring Film Programme 2018.

Focusing on five controversial issues, Rethinking 
Japan: The Politics of Contested Nationalism explores 
Japan’s future prospects under the political direction of 
Prime Minister Abe Shinzo’s government. From another 
perspective, but sharing the contentious issue of historic 
revisionism, The History Problem. The Politics of War 
Commemoration in East Asia, documents the forms of war 
commemoration ‘against the background of a shifting 

international landscape in East Asia, and of evolving 
national perceptions about World War II in Japan’.

The two fiction books reviewed in this issue show the 
interest of non-Japanese writers in writing about Japan. 
Echoes: Writers in Kyoto Anthology 2017 is a compilation 
of memories, fictional accounts, poems and literary 
extracts which draw on individual experiences of Kyoto 
by a group of writers currently living or remembering 
their time in the city. The second fiction book is My Falling 
Down House by Jayne Joso, which offers a wonderful 
exploration of human sociality and isolation through the 
monologues of her fascinating character. 

To conclude our February issue, the review of the 
film Japanese Girls Never Die offers some insights on the 
refreshing take on girl power depicted in the narrative, ‘a 
story of women who cannot find their place in Japanese 
society regardless of their efforts to fit in’. 
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The cherry blossom season has come and gone both in 
Japan and the UK, but the experience of enjoying the 
beauty of nature can always continue, for example, visiting 
parks or gardens, or reading about them. The April issue of 
The Japan Society Review opens with a book examining 
the origins and deeper meanings of Japanese gardens 
as an art-form. In The Japanese Garden, Sophie Walker 
addresses the question of ‘What is a Japanese garden?’ 
in relation to Japanese culture, religion and philosophy, 
illustrating her research with colourful images of gardens 
around Japan. 

In our literary section, we have included reviews of 
two novels by contemporary Japanese writers. Seventeen 
is the latest translated work of Yokoyama Hideo, a writer 
specialising in mystery novels and author of the celebrated 
Six Four. Original, dramatic and thought-provoking, 
Seventeen is based on the JAL flight 123 crash in 1985. At 
the time, Yokoyama was a journalist at a local newspaper 
and was one of those who saw first-hand the crash site in 
Gunma prefecture. Kawakami Mieko’s Ms Ice Sandwich is 

a summer love story that segues neatly toward a comical 
(and at times tragic) coming of age tale offering a fine 
societal critique of contemporary adulthood.

Japanese documentary and visual culture have 
also found space in this issue of The Japan Society 
Review. Roger Macy reviews the new film by legendary 
documentary filmmaker Hara Kazuo, Sennan Asbestos 
Disaster. In this work, Hara follows a group of ex-workers 
during their eight-year struggle to get compensation 
from the government for their health problems caused 
by asbestos. The exhibition Shapeshifter by Yamashiro 
Chikako has opened a 12 month programme of solo 
exhibitions and projects by contemporary Japanese 
artists at the White Rainbow’s art space in London. The 
multimedia work of Yamashiro focuses on questions 
of identity and politics concerning Okinawa and the 
problematic issues of cohabitation with US military bases.
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The December issue of The Japan Society Review closes a 
wonderful year of publications, films, performances and events 
which have brought Japanese culture, arts and history to a UK 
audience. In 2017, the Review has featured over 30, from the 
latest anime hits to academic books and stage plays, combining 
familiar topics with new approaches and authors. Some 
additional reviews appear online only on our website. All this 
has been possible only thanks to our enthusiastic reviewers who 
have always managed to transmit their knowledge and passion 
about Japan in their articles. This issue is especially dedicated to 
them with our most sincere gratitude. 

In this issue, Sir Hugh Cortazzi reviews The Art of Shiguchi,  
which focuses on Japanese art and architecture exploring 
the beauty and craftsmanship of the traditional methods of 
construction, in particular the joins or shiguchi which keep 
together the pillars and the beams of old Japanese farm houses. 
Next, Trevor Skingle reviews Shimazaki Satoko’s academic work 
Edo Kabuki in Transition in which she examines the developments 
and changes in kabuki theatre taking as a case study one of its 
most famous plays, Tokaido Yotsuya Kaidan. 

Japanese literature is also represented in this issue with 
the latest translations of books by celebrated Japanese authors 

such as Abe Kobo and Murakami Ryu and with the debut novel 
of British writer James Buckler. Abe’s short novel Beasts Head 
for Home, reviewed by David Boyd, is set in war-torn Manchuria 
after the collapse of the Japanese Empire, where a teenage male 
protagonist looks for his identity in the new post-war reality. 
69 by Murakami Ryu, reviewed by Beau Waycott, focuses on 
Japanese counter-culture in the titular year seen through the 
eyes of a seventeen year old living in rural Japan. Finally, Last Stop 
Tokyo by James Buckler is a thriller set in contemporary Tokyo 
in which an English teacher is drawn into increasingly complex 
and ultimately dangerous circumstances around commercial art 
galleries. 

Our December issue concludes with a review by Alex Rees 
of Katsura Sunshine’s rakugo show which ran for two weeks this 
autumn at the Leicester Square Theatre in London’s West End. 

Thank you for joining us this year to discover the latest 
Japan-related writings and productions available in the UK. We 
look forward to having your company again in 2018 and, in the 
meantime, wish all our readers a very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year.

Alejandra Armendáriz-Hernández
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The summer season is always a promising time to enjoy 
reading in a relaxed atmosphere. Part of the ritual of 
preparing for the holidays, whether at home or travelling 
somewhere around the world, often includes preparing 
our “summer reading list” and choosing the books that will 
accompany us in our well-deserved free time. In the June 
issue of The Japan Society Review we would like to offer 
you five extra choices for your summer reading, a selection 
of books dealing with different topics and formats, from 
robotics to gardens, from fiction to historical essays.

Georges Bigot and Japan, 1882-1899 is the first 
comprehensive study in English of French artist and 
caricaturist, Georges Ferdinand Bigot (1860-1927). As our 
reviewer Peter Kornicki points out, this lavishly-illustrated 
and beautifully-produced book makes the output of this 
talented artist presenting high-quality reproductions of 
many of Bigot’s sketches, watercolours and engravings. 
Following the transnational approach to Japan and 
Japanese culture, Spaces in Translation – Japanese 
Gardens and the West discusses how Japanese gardens 

in places such as New York, Berlin, London, are often 
considered representative of the essence of Japanese 
culture and how this idea has less do to with Japan’s 
history and traditions, and more to do with its interactions 
with the West. Issues of sociocultural history are also at the 
heart of Robo sapiens japanicus, an ethnographic study 
of the relationship between robot visions and politics, 
society and culture in Japan. As it emerges from the book 
and our review, the discourse on robots is far more than 
just a high-tech vision of the future. 

This issue also includes two reviews of fictional works 
by female writers Zelda Rhiando and Una Rose. Both of 
them deal with the trauma and dramatic consequences of 
the triple disaster which occurred in Japan on March 11, 
2011 intertwined with the personal and family stories of the 
protagonists. Fukushima Dreams and The Tokyo Express 
offer another example of the global impact and influence 
of contemporary Japan in English language literature.  
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This issue of The Japan Society Review is dedicated to the memory of 
Sir Hugh Cortazzi, former British Ambassador to Japan (1980-1984) and 
Chairman of the Japan Society (1985-1995), who died on Tuesday 14 
August 2018, at the age of 94. Sir Hugh was the most distinguished 
Japanese specialist of his generation in the Foreign Office, and his 
association with the Society began long before he became Chairman. 
He was Chairman of the Society during its centenary year (the year of 
the Japan Festival 1991), and his involvement continued undiminished 
until his death. 

One particular aspect of the contribution Sir Hugh made to 
the Society was his invaluable work as reviewer for The Japan Society 
Review. From the first issue of this publication in January 2006, Sir 
Hugh contributed reviews about an impressive variety of topics and 
books related to Japanese politics, history, economy and art. He did 
so out of intellectual curiosity and a genuine desire to encourage the 
understanding of Japan and of the history of Anglo-Japanese relations. 
His writing always offered the reader a critical and informed perspective 
on the content of the books and on Japan itself. 

Reviews by Sir Hugh have appeared in almost every single issue 
of The Japan Society Review for more than 12 years (previous issues 
are available on our website). This issue includes two reviews he wrote 
only a few weeks before his death and that show the wide breadth of 
his knowledge and interests. Van Gogh & Japan is the catalogue of an 
exhibition held this year at the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam which 
explored the influence of Japanese prints in the paintings of Van Gogh. 
Return from Siberia. A Japanese Life in War and Peace, 1925-2015 is an 
unusual biography tracing the life of an ordinary Japanese man and 
how he coped in war and peace and adapted to a changing Japan.

The active support of Sir Hugh for The Japan Society Review 
was not limited to his own writings as reviewer, but this publication 
also greatly benefited from his contacts and position as a prominent 
figure in relation to Japan in the UK and beyond. Thanks to Sir Hugh 
many authors and books have been covered in these pages by expert 
reviewers and made known to our interested readers, including the 
two volumes reviewed in the second part of this issue. The review 
of The State of the Japanese State: Contested Identity, Direction and 
Role by Gavan McCormack was commissioned personally by Sir Hugh 
to Professor Arthur Stockwin after attending a book launch at Daiwa 
Anglo-Japanese Foundation in June 2018. He found the book very 
interesting but commented: “I had thought of offering to review the 
book, but Professor Arthur Stockwin gave at the presentation a masterly 

commentary on the book and I realised that he could do a much better 
review than I could”. The last review in this issue, Lansdowne: The Last 
Great Whig written by Simon Kerry also has a strong connection with 
Sir Hugh. Thanks to his help, this biography of the British politician Lord 
Lansdowne was reviewed by Professor Antony Best, co-editor with Sir 
Hugh of British Foreign Secretaries and Japan 1850-1990, launched 
at the Society’s AGM in July 2018. An essay on Lord Lansdowne was 
included in Britain and Japan: Biographical Portraits, volume X, the 
final volume - compiled and edited by Sir Hugh - of a series which 
profiles people, organizations, and themes related to Anglo-Japanese 
engagement. 

Sir Hugh was a driving force behind The Japan Society Review 
and he will be greatly missed. As Sir David Warren, Chairman of the 
Society, wrote in his obituary, Sir Hugh “was an inspiration to many (...), 
both as a diplomat and as a scholar.  He epitomised the virtues of both 
diplomacy and scholarship – industry, expertise, objectivity, truthfulness 
– and he never stopped working, writing, learning, and pushing for 
a better understanding between our two countries”. Rest in peace.  

  Alejandra Armendáriz-Hernández
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The October issue of The Japan Society Review includes a 
variety of topics and authors showing the diversity of Japan-
related publications, which have arrived at bookshops and 
libraries this year. On this occasion, the Review concentrates 
on Japanese literature, cinema and food aiming to also cover 
the wide-ranging interests of our readers. 

The issue opens with a review of the most recent  
novel by Murakami Haruki, Killing Commendatore, an epic 
work in which the renowned author breaks from first-person 
narration for the first time in almost ten years. Our reviewer 
Beau Waycott explores the narrative, characters and style of 
Murakami’s novel reflecting on its achievements and failures. 
The Bear and the Paving Stone is a collection of three works 
by award-winning author Horie Toshiyuki. A celebrated 
scholar of French literature, Horie sets two of the stories in 
France, often emphasising the emotional memories of the 
protagonists. The titular story won the Akutagawa Prize in 
2000. A more recent Akutagawa-winner (2016), Murata 
Sayaka’s Convenience Store People, closes the literary 
section of this issue with the story of an unconventional 
female character who has been working in a convenience  
store (konbini) for eighteen years. Written in a simple 
register, but touching complex issues related to the labour 

economy, consumerism and social expectations for women, 
Convenience Store People is the first translation of a novel 
by Murata.

Regarding Japanese cinema, this issue includes the 
review of an academic volume examining the life and career 
of female actor and director Tanaka Kinuyo. As Kate Taylor-
Jones details, Tanaka Kinuyo: Nation, Stardom and Female 
Subjectivity studies Tanaka’s work, not only in her outstanding 
career in front of the camera, acting for celebrated directors 
such as Mizoguchi Kenji, Ozu Yasujiro or Kinoshita Keisuke, 
but also in her pioneering role as a film director. Tanaka 
directed six films between 1953 and 1962 and was the only 
female director during the post-war golden age of Japanese 
cinema in the 1950s.

To conclude, our review of Robata: Japanese Home 
Grilling sheds lights on a popular form of Japanese grilling 
originating from the Hokkaido region. Written by chef and 
food consultant Silla Bjerrum, this cookbook is a perfect 
introduction to Japanese cooking, while simultaneously 
teaching the history and theory behind robata.

Alejandra Armendáriz-Hernández
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Welcome to the final issue of The Japan Society Review in 2018. 
This year has provided wonderful opportunities to read and 
learn about Japan through publications, films and events and 
in the Review we have covered 29 of them, from art exhibitions 
to academic books, literature, and theatre. The Japan Society is 
extremely grateful to all of its reviewers for giving up their time and 
expertise. They transmit their knowledge and passion about Japan 
in their reviews and this issue is especially dedicated to them.

The issue opens with a review of British Foreign Secretaries 
and Japan 1850-1990, a volume published by Renaissance Books 
and the Japan Society that was presented at our Annual Meeting in 
July 2018. Compiled and edited by Sir Hugh Cortazzi and Professor 
Antony Best, this book is the latest addition to the Japan Society’s 
series devoted to aspects of Anglo-Japanese relations which 
includes ten volumes of Britain & Japan: Biographical Portraits as 
well as British Envoys in Japan. The essays included in this work 
show us “how the Anglo-Japanese relationship played out in 
Whitehall through the careers of the successive foreign secretaries”. 

Also dealing with international relations but from a 
very different, individual perspective, A Tokyo Romance is the 
autobiographical account by American writer and historian Ian 
Buruma of his time spent in Japan through the late 1970s to 
the early 1980s. Buruma explores the beginning of his life-long 

love and fascination with Japanese culture, focusing on his 
experiences as a photojournalist and his first hand contact with 
radical filmmaking and avant-garde theatre. 

With references to Japanese linguistics, art and modern 
popular culture, Ninja: Unmasking the Myth is an entertaining 
and informative study of one of the most celebrated figures of 
Japanese imaginary, the ninja or shinobi. The author, Stephen 
Turnbull, exposes the myths surrounding these figures and 
provides ninja enthusiasts and novices with a clear and thought-
provoking introduction to its elusive history. 

For those readers thinking of travelling to Japan soon, 
the new guide book Japan – 100 Hidden Towns can enhance 
your journey via side trips to places off the beaten track. Well 
researched and organised, this guide contains information about 
nature spots, festivals, museums, food and drink, and contains 
beautiful, photographs and useful phrases in Japanese.

We conclude this issue with a review of the film Shoplifters,  
the latest work of Japanese director Kore-eda Hirokazu. Awarded 
with the Palme d’Or at Cannes Film Festival in 2018, Shoplifters is 
a heart-warming and unusual story of human affection which also 
provides a powerful critique of Japanese contemporary society.

Alejandra Armendáriz-Hernández
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Welcome to the first issue of The Japan Society Review in 2019. 
Thanks to our team of dedicated reviewers, we again hope to 
bring you details of the latest and most interesting publications, 
films and events related to Japan. As in previous issues, we will 
maintain a balance between academic, non-fiction publications 
and works of popular culture, including contemporary work and 
literary classics, celebrated authors and new comers as well as 
film, stage productions and other Japan-related events taking 
place in the UK. This first issue of 2019 exemplifies this approach 
and presents five books that deal with a wide range of topics and 
styles, from Japanese history to a tale of a world without cats.

The Dismantling of Japan’s Empire in East Asia is an 
academic work edited by Barak Kushner and Sherzod Muminov. 
It examines the material, geographical and political disruptions 
and impact of the Japanese empire in East Asia in the aftermath 
of Japan’s military defeat. Drawing from a variety of resources 
in different languages, the chapters included in the volume 
explore issues such as the repatriation of Japanese personnel, 
the question of prisoners of war and war criminals and the 
legacies of Japanese management and administration in the 
former colonies.  

This issue also include three reviews of Japanese novels. 
A Shameful Life is the new English translation of Dazai Osamu’s 
Ningen Shikkaku, a first-person account of the struggles of 
the protagonist to find his place within the alien world that 
surrounds him. The Beast Player by renowned fantasy writer 
Uehashi Nahoko focuses on the story of a young girl in an 
imaginary world populated by dragons and other creatures. 
The third novel reviewed is If Cats Disappeared From The World, 
an ingenious story of a terminally-ill young man who contracts 
with the devil to extend his life by making things disappear from 
the world, but struggles to remove cats from human existence. 

Finally, we also include in this issue the review of the 
stage play Flight Paths, an ambitious project combining aerial 
acrobatics, video installations, partially sighted performers and 
Japanese culture.

We hope our reviews will help to expand your interest 
and curiosity about Japanese history and culture and you will 
enjoy the reading of this issue!

Alejandra Armendáriz-Hernández
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The Tale of Genji (Genji monogatari) is arguably Japan’s most 
celebrated work of literature. Written by Murasaki Shikibu, a 
lady-in-waiting in the early eleventh-century imperial court, it 
is often considered the first example of a psychological novel in 
the world. The Tale of Genji has influenced Japanese literature, 
art and crafts for more than ten centuries and still does so today. 
This issue of The Japan Society Review opens with a review of 
the catalogue of an exhibition held at the Metropolitan Museum 
in New York in recognition of the one thousandth  anniversary 
of the publication of The Tale of Genji. As Professor Timon 
Screech (SOAS) discusses in his review, both the catalogue and 
the exhibition illuminates the importance of Genji in Japanese 
visual culture. 

The second review of this issue focuses on an academic 
publication The Ghost of Namamugi: Charles Lenox Richardson 
and the Anglo-Satsuma War. The book re-examines the death of 
the British merchant, Charles Lenox Richardson, in the so-called 
‘Namamugi Incident’ which resulted in the British bombardment 
of the city of Kagoshima, during the late Tokugawa shogunate. 
Locating the incident within the wider context of British imperial 
expansion in East Asia, The Ghost of Namamugi makes use of 
previously unpublished sources, such as Richardson’s personal 
letters, to explore this difficult episode in the Anglo-Japanese 
relations.

The Japan Society Review also includes reviews of two 
Japanese novels. Picnic in the Storm by Motoya Yukiko is a 
collection of short stories examining a wide range of issues such 
as loneliness, loss of identity and gender roles in contemporary 
Japan. A celebrated and prolific playwright and theatre director 
as well as novelist, Motoya won the Akutagawa Prize in 2016 
for ‘An Exotic Marriage’, a novella-length story included in this 
volume. Ueno Tokyo Station by Yu Miri describes with a touching 
authenticity the experiences of an unfortunate man whose 
life is tragically linked to Ueno Park in Tokyo. Yu, who also won 
the Akutagawa Prize in 1996, uses her perspective as a zainichi  
Korean writer to depict concealed parts of Japan’s history in 
relation to the social issues of poverty and exclusion experienced 
by vulnerable people in Japan. 

Finally, this issue also presents for the first time the review 
of a TV show, Japanese drama Switched, an exhilarating, beautiful 
and dark story of body swapping and friendship. Based on the 
homonymous manga by acclaimed writer Kawabata Shiki, this 
6-episode Netflix show addressed global issues such as bullying, 
beauty stereotypes and mental health through the lives of four 
teenagers attending school in Japan.

Alejandra Armendáriz-Hernández
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The Japan Society Review100

Current and former editors celebrate the 100th 
issue of the Japan Society Review sharing their 

memories and challenges editing the publication

In the Beginning. 
The Genesis of Japan Society Review

by Sean Curtin

Former Japan Society chairs Sir Hugh Cortazzi and Sir 

John Whitehead provided the promethean fire from 

which the Japan Society Review was forged. Back 

in early 2005, Sir John, the then Japan Society chair, 

asked me if I could create a book review publication. 

In 1994, I’d launched the highly successful Hokkaido-

based magazine Polestar (which incidentally is still 

going strong in 2022). I was tasked with creating a new 

Society forum for members’ reviews. 

Sir Hugh was an immensely enthusiastic reviewer 

who provided several reviews for the initial publication 

which was very well received. We produced two issues 

in 2005 and due to their popularity, decided to publish 

on a regular bi-monthly basis starting in January 2006. 

This is when the Japan Society Review was formally 

launched as a regular publication and our official first 

issue hit the stands. 

The nascent publication also greatly benefited 

from the dynamism of the then Japan Society office 

team, especially Clare Barclay, assistant editor, and 

Sharon Kelly, both of whom devoted a lot of time and 

effort to make our first year’s run a success. During 

that 12-month period, we attracted a diverse group 

of quality reviewers with a wide-range of interests 

which gave the Japan Society Review lots of sparkle 

and energy. Prominent amongst these regular, early 

reviewers were Professor Ian Nish, Fumiko Halloran, Sir 

Hugh Cortazzi, Susan Meehan, Mike Barrett, Professor 

Ben-Ami Shillony and Takahiro Miyao. 

Heidi Potter and John Toppon joined the Society 

team during our second year, giving us a new burst of 

creative thrust. They streamlined the publication and 

fine-tuned the layout, taking the Japan Society Review 

to new heights. While I continued as editor, John took 

on the new role of managing editor from issue 13 to 

33 to focus on improving presentation and production 

values. 

During this time, the Japan Society Review  

developed a loyal readership, many of whom began 

providing us with occasional reviews, which allowed 

us to become a truly membership-driven publication. 

However, as gatekeeper, Heidi always set a very 



Latest reviews: www.japansociety.org.uk/resources/reviews/ 3

high standard for reviews, so the quality of articles 

was always superb and it was a joy to edit. 

After John left the team, Jack Cooke took on 

the role of managing editor, accelerating the Japan 

Society Review’s evolution, making us a more visually 

appealing and slick production while expanding the 

type of reviews and articles we featured. We reached 

issue 50 in April 2014 and by then the Japan Society 

Review was a dynamic, pulsating publication with 

its own gravitational field which drew in a constant 

stream of top-notch reviews. Having been at the helm 

for almost a decade, it seemed that issue 50 was the 

perfect time for me to bow out and let a new editor 

inject fresh ideas and vision into the enterprise. 

Now the Japan Society Review has reached 

the amazing milestone of issue 100 and it remains 

an incredibly dynamic read with a wide-range of 

fascinating reviews and articles. It was a great honour 

to be its inaugural editor, but the project would not 

have got far without the incredible enthusiasm of our 

early reviewers, especially the boundless energy of Sir 

Hugh Cortazzi who provided at least one review for 

each of our first fifty issues, and the dedication of the 

Society office team.  

The Japan Society Review is so much more 

than the sum of its parts and in many respects is the 

embodiment of the Society itself. Its trajectory is firmly 

set upwards to the stars and it is destined to power 

forward to issue 1000 and beyond!§

An Extraordinary Breadth  
of Japanese Culture

by Jack Cooke 

The best part of editing the Japan Society Review was 

the sheer variety of the job. Occasionally, a freshly 

imported, cellophane-wrapped DVD or book would 

land on my desk, but the Japan Society Review also 

made space for archival treasures, classic films or rare 

tomes from the Japan Society’s own library.  

There were, of course, sporadic challenges. One 

reviewer made a habit of describing a novel’s entire plot 

in minute detail, so that on finishing their review there 

was little point in reading the actual book! Sometimes 

the arrival of a much-anticipated new novel or film 

would prompt fierce competition between writers 

desperate to review the same thing.  

For the most part though, the Japan Society 

Review was a showcase for an extraordinary breadth 

of Japanese cultural offerings. We were lucky to have 

a brilliant cast of contributors, unpaid but passionate, 

each with their own special area of interest, whether 

classical Japanese literature or modern Japanese 

cinema.  

The last issue I edited was number 50, so it’s 

wonderful to see the publication still going strong at 

issue number 100, and with a more engaging offering 

than ever.  §
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Reflecting the Japan Society’s Multifaceted 
Relationship with Japan 

by William Upton

Working at the Japan Society brought me into contact 

with a far broader range of people than any job I’ve had 

before or since -- academics, students, entrepreneurs, 

bankers, diplomats, politicians, missionaries, artists, 

actors, translators, chefs and sommeliers. Each came 

with differing expertise, experiences and perspectives, 

and with the looming prospect of the next issue of the 

Japan Society Review, each was a potential contributor 

in my eyes. Fortunately for me, people generally 

proved to be enthusiastic at the prospect of receiving 

review material. If I managed to find the right book, 

film or play to pique their interest I sometimes even 

received a review in return. The result was a collection 

of reviews that reflected the full breadth of the Japan 

Society’s multifaceted relationship with Japan.

Spontaneous and unsolicited contributions meant 

that we often ended up with two reviews of the same 

book or play. If I didn’t known that it was the same, 

the differing accounts could leave me believing I had 

write-ups of different books, from different genres. As 

Isaiah Berlin quipped when recounting the story of 

how Irving Berlin was mistakenly invited in his place 

to dinner with Winston Churchill: ‘There are many 

versions of this story – all true.’

Learning and Enjoying
by Alejandra Armendariz-Hernandez

My role as editor of the Japan Society Review began in 

2017 when I took over William Upton as Communication 

and Events officer at the Society. At the time, I didn’t know 

much about the process of editing a publication nor for 

that matter about the amount of effort and dedication 

that lays behind each issue. However, being aware of the 

richness and diversity of Japan-related content available 

in the UK, I was certain that the Review was an excellent 

way to keep track of new books, films and events as well 

as to discover new perspectives about Japanese culture, 

history and society. 

My aim as editor has always been to show that 

richness and diversity both in terms of subjects and 

points of view. With the help of publishers, reviewers, 

and colleagues, I have tried to include different types 

of reviews in each issue presenting a varied selection of 

academic monographs, literary works, films, exhibitions 

and more recently even Netflix series! I have been always 

keen to mix authors and topics considered high culture 

with mainstream works in the conviction that Japan is 

far from a monolithic culture but rather more complex 

and vibrant than is sometimes assumed. I hope readers 

have been able to appreciate this variety and to learn 

and enjoy reading the bimonthly issues of the Review as 

much as I have learned and enjoyed editing them.

Now as the current editor of the publication at the 

time of its 100th issue, I can only say that it has been an 

honour to continue the amazing work done by previous 

editors and to work with a brilliant and dedicated group 

of reviewers over the years. I look forward to the next 

hundred issues to come!§
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Explore the Japan-related recommendations of  
books, films and events from our dedicated  

reviewers, editors and trustees

Alejandra Armendariz-Hernandez  

Editor

----------------------------------------------------------

Chris Arning
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------

After Dark  
by Murakami Haruki

HaikaSoru series 
Science fiction, fantasy 
and horror 
www.viz.com/haikasoru

Ikeda Ryoji 
Digital Art
www.ryojiikeda.com

Souzou: Outsider Art from Japan 
Exhibition, 28 March-30 June 2013, 
Wellcome Collection, London

Souun Takeda 
Calligraphy
www.souun.net

In the Woods of 
Memory 
by Medoruma Shun

A powerful, thought-
provoking novel that helps 
us understand the history 
and legacy war and

colonialism in Okinawa; a must-read on the 50th 
year anniversary since Okinawa was reverted to 
Japan in 1972.

Dendera 
by Sato Yuya

A riveting and hilarious take on ubasute, the 
legendary practice of abandoning the elderly 
in the mountains to die, as well as a compelling 
depiction of ageing from a female perspective.

The Changeling 
by Oe Kenzaburo

Inspired by the death 
of Oe’s brother in law, 
filmmaker Itami Juzo, the 
novel offers an interesting 
reflection about death, art 
and friendship.
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Stephen Barber
Japan Society Trustee

----------------------------------------------------------

During lockdown I watched (or rewatched) all 
Kurosawa Akira’s best samurai films. Of these I 
nominate Rashomon (1950) and Seven Samurai 
(1954).

In the highly original Rashomon he conjures up 
a haunting, tortured ambience in Heian Japan, 
contrasting different accounts of the same 
murder. Seven Samurai is a much longer film, 
but unforgettable for the agonising build-up 
to the final attack on a besieged village, with 
some astonishing scenes of horsemanship. 
Hayasaka Fumio’s scores, introducing traditional 
instruments into a Western orchestra, are 
chillingly evocative. 

For sheer breathtaking panache, though, 
nothing beats the climax to Throne of Blood 
(1957), Kurosawa’s masterful take on the 
Macbeth legend.

Cameron Bassindale
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Ring 
directed by Nakata Hideo

Ring marked the arrival of Japanese horror films 
into the global consciousness. Its importance 
to world cinema really cannot be understated. 
Until the release of Ring, horror as a genre was 
dominated largely by men with knives chasing 
drunk American teenagers around. Ring 
showed the world that horror movies can be 
subtle and terrifying, that pulling punches can 
lead to a climax which changed a genre forever.

Samurai William: 
The Adventurer who 
Unlocked Japan  
by Giles Milton

Milton’s epic account of 
William Adams’ journey 
from Gillingham, Kent to 

Japan is a thoroughly well researched, emotive 
page turner. It is an important story; one which 
gives us a comprehensive account of the start 
of Japan’s opening to England and the world 
at large. Readers will surely be amazed at the 
lengths these intrepid adventures went to, 
seeking fame and fortune. This is a must-read 
for anyone interested in the history of Anglo-
Japanese relations.

Kitchen  
by Yoshimoto Banana 

Yoshimoto Banana is one of Japan’s most prolific 
and well-known authors, churning out dozens of 
novels in a career which has spanned well over 
30 years. In Kitchen, Yoshimoto deals with grief 
and familial love with a tenderness which is truly 
touching. So too is her description of what it’s 
like to experience Japan in the late eighties as 
a transgender woman; readers with an interest 
in comparing British and Japanese attitudes will 
find much to sink their teeth into with this book.
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Roger Buckley
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Three authors, three entertainments and all 
three granted global fame via inclusion in 
the international Everyman’s Library listing. 
Let’s ignore the purists, forget the critics of 
orientalism/occidentalism and simply rejoice. 

My personal links are almost non-existent but 
here goes anyway: 

Snow Country  
by Kawabata Yasunari

Strolling down Gion one summer afternoon I 
spied Kawabata chatting away with the owner of 
a prohibitively expensive antique shop. He was 
clearly enjoying splurging on the rewards
from winning the Nobel. Crassly, I barged in 
and congratulated him as best I could on his 
remarkable success. And then weeks later I 
spotted him again - this time in everyone’s 
favourite club in Akasaka where he was sitting 
quietly amidst blaring rock music surrounded 
by a bevy of pretty groupies. The face with its 
piercing eyes was exactly the same but the 
Tokyo noise could hardly have been more 
different from the Kyoto milieu. Yet the earlier 
writing on Izu dancer and the denizens of the 
snow country surely, I like to imagine, had 
parallels for the author  with the determined 
clubbers of  the contemporary  “mugen” scene.

Fireworks 
by Angela Carter 

I never met Angela Carter 
but had the undeserved 
good fortune to get to 
know her one morning in 
London.  It began when a

white-gloved archivist wheeled in what looked 
like an overloaded hospital trolley into that holy 
of holies - the special manuscripts shrine of the 
British Library. 

>>

Possessing zero literary qualifications I 
had somehow found myself with the rare 
opportunity to be the first to slice open 
the uncatalogued mounds of the recently 
purchased Carter papers. Much among the 
scribbled files and typed up papers of the 
aspiring novelist  would be beyond me but 
portions that found their way into Fireworks 
were also there to be rediscovered. Her early 
months in Tokyo and down on the coast were 
there waiting to be charted.

Childhood Years: A Memoir  
by Tanizaki Jun’ichiro

On Tanizaki my only fifth-hand anecdote would 
be of memories of literary matrons in Tokyo 
muttering their disapproval of his widow’s
proud remarks on “my Junichiro”. And why 
should not she be proud? Even the journalism of 
his youth is enticing.

Jack Cooke
Editor

----------------------------------------------------------

The Woman in the Dunes  
by Abe Kobo

Abe’s masterpiece and a work of extraordinary 
imaginative power. A city entomologist on 
a weekend break becomes entrapped in a 
house buried in sand dunes. The brilliant film 
adaption, directed by Teshigahara Hiroshi, is so 
uncomfortable it will make you itch all over.

The Roads to Sata 
by Alan Booth 

A minor travel classic 
recounting a 2000-mile 
journey on foot, from 
Hokkaido to Kyushu, in the 
1970s. Alan Booth is a 

a wonderful guide and his mastery of Japanese 
language and folklore makes for an enduring 
portrait of the countryside. >>
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Jack Cooke
Editor

----------------------------------------------------------
The Youth of Things   
by Stephen Dodd

In this beautiful collection, Dodd rescues the 
short stories of Motojiro Kajii from oblivion, 
translating a definitive selection and paying 
tribute to the tragically short life of a Japanese 
writer who died at thirty-one.

Wonderful Fool  
by Endo Shusaku 

An endearing tale that 
follows the hapless but well-
meaning Gaston Bonaparte; 
from his arrival in Japan, 
through a series of accidents,

to a dramatic and uplifting ending.

The Ginger Tree  
by Oswald Wynd 

Oswald Wynd spent his 
childhood in Tokyo, then 
three years as a prisoner of 
war in the 1940s. His most 
famous novel spans the 20th 

century and a troubled love affair with Japan that 
mirrors his own.

to come to terms with a 
nation’s warring past, and 
also to highlight the power 
of cinema as a medium 
for healing. Delivered with 
a bouquet palette and 
surrealist asides, beneath the 
artistry is an entreaty to

Chris Corker
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Labyrinth of Cinema
directed by Obayashi Nobuhiko 

While Obayashi is best known for his zany 
cult-classic Hausu, his final work, Labyrinth of 
Cinema, is a sprawling and ambitious attempt

>>

recognise historical failures, as well as an 
affirmation of youth and its ability to change 
the future for the better. As likely to induce tears 
as evoke joy, Labyrinth of Cinema never feels 
stretched despite its three-hour runtime.

The Sailor who fell from Grace with the Sea  
by Mishima Yukio

This short work by Japan’s most controversial 
writer can be read in a few hours, but the 
conclusion will stay with the reader for weeks. A 
novella that builds in tension from the start and 
does not let up until the inevitable tragedy at the 
final page, this is a novel so blessed with imagery 
and a narrative tightness that the impulse to read 
always wins out against the natural inclination to 
avert one’s eyes.

The Night is Short, Walk on Girl  
directed by Yuasa Masaaki

Outside of his somewhat nihilistic offerings on 
Netflix, much of Yuasa’s oeuvre is overflowing 
with a palpable, youthful energy, often 
complemented with lyrical flow and fantastical 
narratives that themselves are so heart-
poundingly alive that they leave an audience 
breathless. Nowhere is this more apparent than 
in his 2017 offering The Night is Short, Walk on 
Girl. 

>>
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Based on a novel by Morimi Tomihiko, the writer 
of The Tatami Galaxy and Penguin Highway, 
the plot of one girl’s bar crawl seems borderline 
mundane, but within his framework of surrealist 
simplicity, Yuasa brings an entire generation and 
its conflicts to life.

Dance, Dance, Dance   
by Murakami Haruki

Murakami’s real strength is 
his endurance, having been 
writing consistently since 
1979 and showing no sign of 
slowing down. 

Now internationally-renowned, it’s hard to 
imagine a time when he had but a small if 
dedicated readership. Dance Dance Dance, 
however, was written during such a period. 
Penned with a bemused cynicism, the novel 
deals with the pitfalls of fame and parenthood, 
all the while having its characters wrestle with 
an existential dread that ultimately culminates 
in murder. Delving just as readily into farce as it 
does into tragedy, its portrayal of the darker side 
of idol culture is particularly penetrating. 

Onibaba
directed by Shindo Kaneto 

Onibaba is a claustrophobic fever dream. While 
western directors like David Lynch have had 
success with their own dreamscapes, Shindo’s 
film is unique in being so charged with sexual 
tension, and at times virulent hatred, that one 
can’t help but imagine the dreamer thrashing 
about in their bed. Set in 14th century during a 
period of civil war, the film acts as a cautionary 
tale on both the violence of desire and the 
pitfalls of overbearing parenting. Making 
incredible use of the contrast of black and white, 
the viewer is left only with the impression of an 
angry, passionate red.

Katie Croft
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Inside Japanese Gardens: From 
Basics to Planning, Management and 
Improvement  
by Masuno Shunmyo

This handbook by the well-known garden 
designer, academic, author and Buddhist 
monk Masuno Shunnmyo is my favourite and 
most often used reference guide to Japanese 
gardens. Unlike most books written for 
amateur garden-lovers in the West, this manual 
contains explanations and diagrams giving 
details on everything from tools, tree and rock 
placement and pruning techniques. Those that 
are interested in language will also appreciate 
that it includes the Japanese names for plants, 
techniques and so on. Unfortunately, it is quite 
hard to get hold of in English but any other book 
by Masuno will also be worth your time.

The Garden of Evening 
Mists    
by Tan Twan Eng

This is the book that got 
me interested in Japanese 
gardens and inspired me to go 
on my first work trip to Japan. 

Although written by a Malaysian author, the 
description of the Japanese-style garden at the centre 
of the story is exquisite and cannot fail to capture your 
heart. 

Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind: Informal 
Talks on Zen Meditation and Practice  
by Suzuki Shunryo 

This influential book on Zen buddhism practice 
was published long before I was born and has 
been read by millions of people. But there’s 
a good reason for it’s popularity: Suzuki’s 
lighthearted and enjoyable prose makes difficult 
to understand concepts enjoyable and beguiling 

>>
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Katie Croft
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
without the frustration of denser works. 
Although it’s a slim volume, there is so much in 
there that I find myself returning to it regularly 
both as part of a meditation practice and to try to 
gain a better cultural understanding of Japan.

Old Enough! はじめておつかい! 
TV show available in Netflix UK 

If you’re having a bad day, nothing will cheer you 
up as much as watching a Japanese toddler as 
they go on their first solo errand in this adorable 
and innocent reality programme. Each episode is 
between 5-10 minutes long and follows a child 
(sometimes younger than 3) as they go out on 
their own to do a small errand for their parents. 
Immensely popular, はじめておつかい! has been 
running for over 30 years in Japan and is now 
available to watch on Netfilx in the UK.

The Japanese Garden Society’s Annual 
Conference and Events  

The Japanese Garden Society in the UK runs 
Japanese garden related events and activities 
all over the UK throughout the year, including 
an annual conference. I met gardeners from 
Japan and around the world whilst learning 
a great deal through attending the Japanese 
Garden Society’s lectures, day trips and practical 
workshops. Volunteering in their garden 
maintenance activities at public and private 
Japanese-style gardens around the UK is also 
great fun and a good learning opportunity. 
Up-to-date information is available on their 
website www.jgs.org.uk.

Bill Emmott
Japan Society Chairman & Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
I am drawn to books and films that give me 
insights into the way Japanese people think, the 
way society works and what one might call the 
“back stories” of those many things in Japanese 
culture and society that at first we notice and 
then start to take for granted. 

When a friend suggested I recommend Abe 
Kobo’s masterpiece The Woman in the Dunes 
(1962) for a book club I am a member of, we 
were all blown away by his dystopian vision but 
also his perception of human nature. 

I loved all Itami Juzo’s satires on Japanese 
society, especially those like The Funeral (1984) 
and A Taxing Woman (1987) that came out in 
the 1980s at the time of the bubble economy 
and represented both a wonderful popping 
of pomposity and a gentle but sharp rebuff to 
hypocrisy and corruption, which seemed to me 
hugely healthy. 

To understand Japan’s culture, history and 
foreign policies through the ages and today, 

it is vital to know of the 
country’s love-hate-fear 
relationship with China, 
which is why Ezra Vogel’s 
last major book before he 
died, China and Japan: 
Facing History (2019), was 
in my view his greatest 
achievement. But then 
to understand Japan’s 
contemporary culture, 
society and even global 
influence, Matt Alt’s survey 
of pop culture,  Pure 
Invention: How Japan’s 
Pop Culture Conquered the 
World (2020) also seems 
to me absolutely essential 
reading.
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Laurence Green
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Convenience Store 
Woman
by Murata Sayaka

The field of Japanese 
literature in English 
translation is constantly 
morphing, beholden to 

constant shifts and emphasis in terms of passing 
trends and vague ideas of what the image of 
Japan we get through its literature ‘should’ look 
and feel like. But if there’s any book that has 
done more than most to promote the cause 
in recent years, it has to be Convenience Store 
Woman. Riding high on a concerted marketing 
push and some exceptionally brilliant cover 
art design, Murata Sayaka’s quirky story not 
only shines as a finger-on-the-pulse beacon of 
contemporary Japanese pop culture, but has 
also helped open the floodgates for translations 
of other big names in the world of Japanese 
female writers, like Kawakami Mieko. At the time 
of writing, Convenience Store Woman has nearly 
5000 starred ratings on Amazon, with Murakami 
Haruki’s classic Norwegian Wood the only 
volume of Japanese literature to boast more.

Lady Joker  
by Takemura Kaoru

This classic of Japanese crime fiction from the 
1990s was sadly greeted by a rather muted 
commercial response on its English language 
release, due to an initially US-only publication as 
well as being split into two separate volumes. A 
UK release did eventually follow, and the critical 
response - at any rate - was more favourable, 
with many hailing this sprawling tale as similar 
to sleek televisual procedural dramas like The 
Wire. Based on a real-life case of CEO kidnapping 
in the murky depths of Japan’s post-boom 
corporate realm, the stark realism and gritty 
characterisations make Lady Joker an utterly 
engrossing read, despite its length. >>

0.5mm 
directed by Ando Momoko

I fondly remember the screening of this 
film at the British Library in 2017, which was 
accompanied by a talk from its director; Ando 
Momoko. Starring the director’s sister, Ando 
Sakura, (who will be familiar to many from her 
starring role in Koreeda Hirokazu’s Shoplifters), 
this 3 hour 18 minute-long epic sadly seems 
unlikely to see a conventional release in the UK 
any time soon. Fans of its unflinching gaze at 
the overlooked margins and taboos of Japanese 
society are advised to check out Ando’s earlier 
directorial work Kakera: A Piece of Our Life (2010), 
which is available from Third Window Films.

Your Name  
directed by Shinkai Makoto

Director Shinkai Makoto had long been hailed as 
a rising star in the anime industry, but it was Your 
Name that really sealed his status as one of the 
medium’s biggest and brightest talents. Taking 
both his signature visual style and thematic 
motifs, Your Name is a cinematic tour de force 
of euphoric scope and scale; perhaps the single 
work that best represents everything anime 
has to offer to viewers. Its soundtrack - by the 
popular Japanese pop-rock band Radwimps - is 
also an absolute marvel.
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Martin Hatfull
Japan Society Deputy Chairman

----------------------------------------------------------

Jenni Schofield
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Alice in Borderland 
TV series available in Netflix UK

Alice in Borderland is an eight-part series 
focusing on Arisu and his friends Karube and 
Chota, who find themselves in an alternative 
version of Shibuya where everyone has 
disappeared, where they are forced to take part 
in a series of games in order to stay alive. This 
horror-thriller series provides an insight into the 
malaise felt by many young people who are 
struggling to find their place among a rapidly 
changing society, with pressures to follow the 
same path to employment their parents did, 
despite those same roles no longer exist. A must 
watch for fans of Squid Game.

Snow Country 
by Kawabata Yasunari

A quintessentially 
Japanese novel exploring 
relationships, social 
constraints and the power 
of the unsaid.

Killing Commendatore 
by Murakami Haruki

Fantasy, the artist’s experience, the influence of 
history on the present. Give in to it and don’t try 
too hard to understand it.

Convenience Store Woman
by Murata Sayaka

Vital female perspective on the challenges of 
contemporary urban life.

Tokyo: Art and 
Photography 

Stunning catalogue of 
an outstanding recent 
exhibition at the Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford.

My Neighbour Totoro  
directed by Miyazaki Hayao

Enchanting animation which also conveys a real 
sense of Japan’s relationship with the natural world.

Queer East Film Festival 
Annual film festival in London

Queer East is a film festival dedicated to 
showcasing LGBTQ+ films from East Asia, hosted 
in multiple cinemas across London every spring. 
With works showcased from large distributors 
and smaller independent artists alike, there 
is always something for everyone across the 
programme. Cinematic programmes such as 
the Artists Moving Images series, where a series 
of small arthouse films are shown back-to-back 
surrounding a theme, are especially enjoyable. 
This year’s festival also included a VR experience, 
which transported the viewer to a fantasised gay 
sauna.

>>
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Battle Royale 
directed by Fukasaku Kinji

Battle Royale, both the 1999 novel by Takami 
Koushun and the film directed by Fukasaku Kinji 
in 2000, are responsible for birthing an entire 
genre of media named after it, with battle royale 
video games especially dominating the market. 
Battle Royale follows a high school class who 
are transported to an island and told to kill one 
another, and that the last person standing can 
go home. Dealing with the disenfranchisement 
of younger generations and the damage 
intergenerational dispute can cause, Battle 
Royale is a classic, and a must-watch staple of 
modern Japanese cinema.

Ben-Ami Shillony
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------

Britain has encouraged the learning and research 
of Japan throughout the world by inviting 
scholars of Japan to its first-class universities 
and libraries to engage in research. Oxford and 
Cambridge have become the places where 
anyone interested in Japan, including Japanese 
scholars, meet and discuss in an intellectually 
rewarding atmosphere. Some of these British-
based lectures and seminars have become first-
class books.

Turning Points in Japanese History  
edited by Bert Edstroem

Carmen Blacker: Scholar of Japanese 
Religion, Myth and Folklore
edited by Hugh Cortazzi

Trevor Skingle
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
During its history Japan has, to a greater or 
lesser extent, been wrapped up in wars, either 
internecine or with other nations. These three 
very different books take three very different 
perspectives on this issue. Japan’s own formative 
internecine strife (Nobunaga prepared the 
ingredients, Hideyoshi baked it and Ieyasu ate 
it), the events of the post WWII occupation by 
the British Commonwealth Occupation Force 
and, during WWII, the treatment of Westerners 
in Japan. Fascinating, occasionally horrific, and 
thorough in the treatment of their subject matter 
they reveal the turmoil which has given birth to a 
modern nation which has taken its rightful place 
on the world stage.

Sengoku Jidai: 
Nobunaga, Hideyoshi 
and Ieyasu: Three 
Unifiers of Japan  
by Danny Chaplin

Travels in Atomic 
Sunshine: Australia 
and the Occupation of 
Japan
by Robin Gerster

Honoured and 
Dishonoured Guests: 
Westerners in Wartime 
Japan
by W Puck Brecher
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Taniguchi Tomohiko
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
The Life and Death of 
Yukio Mishima 
by Henry Scott-Stokes

Mishima’s Sword: 
Travels in Search of a 
Samurai Legend
by Christopher Ross

Japanese Journeys: 
Writings and 
Reflections: Writings 
and Recollections
by Geoffrey Bownas

William Upton
Editor

----------------------------------------------------------

Japan and the Culture of the Four 
Seasons 
by Shirane Haruo

Japan’s tradition of elegant representations of 
nature in its poetry, art and ceremonies gave 
birth to the idea that the country and its people 
enjoy a privileged relationship with nature. 

>>

This beautiful book unpacks this myth, tracing 
how the idea of harmony with the natural world 
flourished in Japanese art as rural life receded.

Cowboy Bebop 
directed by Watanabe Shinichiro

Before joining the Japan Society I worked as 
a musician, and my introduction to Japanese 
culture came when I played the infamous lead 
saxophone part for Kanno Yoko’s Tank! the 
opening theme to the cult animé Cowboy Bebop. 
I subsequently binge-watched all 26 episodes, 
and its inscrutable jazz noir aesthetic and stunning 
soundtrack made a big impression on me.

Where the Heart Beats: John Cage, Zen 
Buddhism, and the Inner Life of Artists 
by Kay Larson

This book centres on how John Cage’s 
encounters with Daisetz T. Suzuki changed 
the course of Western music. Kay Larson is a 
respected art critic and practicing Buddhist, and 
this biography is equal parts hagiography and 
parable. Nevertheless, taken with a pinch of 
salt it gives a fascinating insight into Cold War 
Japan, America and the lives of one of the 20th 
century’s great musicians and thinkers.

Professor Risley and the Imperial 
Japanese Troupe: How an American 
Acrobat Introduced Circus to Japan -- 
and Japan to the West 
by Frederik L. Schodt

An alternative account of Japan’s rapidly 
developing relationship with the West at the 
turn of the 20th century, centred on the intrepid 
Japanese acrobats who toured the world on a 
shoestring. >>
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Garden Rain
by Takemitsu Toru

The music of Takemitsu Toru 
has enjoyed something of a 
revival over the past decade,

and any burgeoning Japanese composer must 
endure comparison with this colossus of mid-
20th century classical music. Garden Rain is a 
collection of his chamber music of the 1960s and 
70s, capturing a period in which his conflicting 
tendencies as colourful impressionist and 
ascetic modernist coalesced into an instantly 
recognisable style.

David Warren
Former JS Chairman & Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------
Ghosts of the Tsunami 
by Richard Lloyd Parry

An unforgettably moving 
account of the devastating 
impact of the 2011 
earthquake and tsunami on 
one Tohoku community, 
which ranks alongside John

Hersey’s Hiroshima as a record of unimaginable 
calamity.

Spring Snow 
by Mishima Yukio

In Michael Gallagher’s superb translation, the 
best and most accessible volume in his tetralogy, 
The Sea of Fertility, a wonderful evocation of the 
lives of spoilt rich kids in the early Taisho era.

Tokyo Story 
directed by Ozu Yasujiro

A timeless study of aging parents, whose 
children are drifting away from them, facing the 
end of their lives alone.

Beau Waycott
Reviewer

----------------------------------------------------------

dismantlement and participation into simply 
bungaku, this collection of Kono’s fiction 
focuses mainly on short stories of the 1960s, 
with translator Lucy North’s afterword to the 
new edition adding some fascinating modern 
discourse to some of the startling themes. Fans 
of Tanizaki will also no doubt appreciate the 
numerous parallels Kono took from her idol.

The Karma of Words : Buddhism and 
the Literary Arts in Medieval Japan 
by William R. LaFleur 

Valuable to anyone with an interest in medieval 
Japan, LaFleur’s study of Japanese thought 
and literature from the 11th century onwards 
provides analysis of the Buddhist beliefs of both 
high society and the proletariat. The seventh 
chapter on kyogen’s relationship with Buddhism 
is especially fascinating, not least when followed 
by a comparison with noh.

A History of Japanese Political Thought 
1600-1901 
by Watanabe Hiroshi

David Noble’s smooth translation of Watanabe 
Hiroshi’s charting of particularly Confucian 
beliefs from the 16th to 20th centuries provides 
both a deep characterisation of Confucianism 
in China before discussing it in the Japanese 
context from the Tokugawa period. A student 
of Maruyama Masao, Watanabe probes some 
deep reconsiderations of imperial imposition 
and legitimisation, especially during the shift into 
Meiji.

Toddler-hunting & 
Other Stories 
by Kono Taeko

At once both a prominent 
member of the post-war 
joryu bungaku genre and a 
key figure in genre’s 
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Visit the Japan Society online bookshop to  
discover a wide variety of publications on  

Japanese history, literature, arts and much more!
British Royal and Japanese Imperial Relations, 1868-2018 
edited by Peter Kornicki, Antony Best and Sir Hugh Cortazzi
The Japan Society and Renaissance Books (2019)

This new study examines the history of the relations between the British and 
Japanese monarchies over the past 150 years. Complemented by a significant 
plate section, with many rarely seen historical photographs and illustrations, 
together with supporting chronologies, British Royal and Japanese Imperial 
Relations, 1868-2018 will become a benchmark reference on the subject. It 
is also a memorial volume to the late Sir Hugh Cortazzi who died in August 
2018, shortly after completing his own contribution to the volume.

The Thames And I: A Memoir of Two Years at Oxford 
by Prince Naruhito, Crown Prince of Japan
The Japan Society and Renaissance Books (2019)

Translated by the late Sir Hugh Cortazzi and first published in hardback in 
2006, this reprint in softback is published to mark the ascendancy to the 
imperial throne of Japan of Crown Prince Naruhito in 2019. Prior to becoming 
Crown Prince of Japan in 1989, following the death of his grandfather 
Emperor Showa, Prince Naruhito studied at Merton College, Oxford, from 
June 1983 to October 1985. This marked the first time that anyone in direct 
succession to the throne had ever studied outside Japan.

Heaven’s Wind 
edited and translated by Angus Turvill
The Japan Society (2018)

Heaven’s Wind is a collection of short stories by five of Japan’s leading 
contemporary authors: Kuniko Mukoda – The Otter; Natsuko Kuroda – Ball, 
Kaori Ekuni – Summer Blanket; Mitsuyo Kakuta – The Child over There; 
and Aoko Matsuda – Planting. Taking its name from one of Japan’s best 
known classical poems, Heaven’s Wind (Amatsukaze) is the world’s first dual 
language anthology of Japanese women’s writing, including four Naoki and 
Akutagawa Prize winners. 


