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Sir John Pilcher, G.C.M.G.
Obituary

by Sir Hugh Cortazzi
Members of the gociety heard with much sorrow of the death !
10th February of Sir John Pilcher who served for two SEP ¢
three-year terms as Chairman of the Council. We extend
deepest sympathy 10 Delia, his widow, and Julia, th
daughter. g

John Pilcherwas the only son of elderly parents. He was boI
1912 in Quetta, where his father was lecturing at the staff co
He was educated at Shrewsbury and Clare College, Cam J
He then studied in France, Austria and Ttaly. He joined th€:
Consular Service in 1936 His first impressions of Japan We
favourable. Japanese militarism and ultranationalis
abhorrent t0 him. Buthe managed to escape from Embd
and went to Kyoto to study. There he lived in the preci
temple of Shokokujl and discovered the beauties an
Japanese culture. He recognised the merits of ] apanese
but it could not fill his spiritual needs. He had begi
instruction in the Catholic faith while in Tokyo 488
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